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REMARKS. 


All  the  Letters  included  in  this  Catalogue,  with  a few  ex- 
ceptions, are  from  the  papers  of  Caesar  Rodney,  Signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  Brig. -General  of  the  Delaware 
Militia  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  President  of  Delaware; 
Thomas  Rodney,  his  brother,  an  Officer  in  the  Revolution,  Mem- 
ber of  the  Continental  Congress  and  First  Judge  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  and  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  son  of  Thomas  Rodney, 
Attorneys  General  of  the  United  States  under  Jefferson,  and 
United  States  Senator  from  Delaware.  The  few  letters  included, 
but  not  belonging  to  the  Rodney  papers,  were  consigned  to  me 
for  sale,  and  as  they  are  all  of  the  utmost  historical  importance, 
I concluded  to  sell  them  at  the  same  time.  They  are  from  a 
private  source. 

The  Rodney  papers  have  long  been  hidden,  few  if  any  of 
them  appearing  in  the  numerous  collections  I have  dispersed, 
was  evidence  that  thev  had  not  been  scattered,  and  even  to  the 
uninitiated  they  were  too  great  a value  for  them  to  have  been 
wantonly  destroyed.  Diligent  inquiry  and  research  failed  to 
reveal  their  hiding  place,  and  on  inquiring  of  the  last  nearest 
descendant  of  the  family,  Mr.  Jno.  M.  C.  Rodney,  I was  informed 
by  him  that  he  knew  nothing  of  their  whereabouts.  He  was  a 
very  reticent  man,  and  somewhat  of  a recluse,  associated  with  few 
of  his  neighbors,  and  lived  a single  life  in  the  old  Caesar  A.  Rod- 
ney house  at  Wilmington,  Delaware.  He  died  a short  time  ago, 
and  his  relative,  H.  N.  Twells,  inherited  the  estate,  both  real  and 
personal,  and  in  his  search  he  found  in  a secluded  part  of  the  old 
house  at  Wilmington  these  papers  which  he  has  placed  in  my 
hands  to  be  properly  catalogued  and  sold,  I can  confidently  say 
that  they  form  a very  important  chapter  in  the  history  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  revealing  the  patriotic  spirit  and  en- 
thusiasm that  prevailed  in  the  breasts  of  many  persons  that  are 
quite  unknown,  and  they  weave  a wreath  of  glory  around  the 
heads  of  the  three  Rodneys  of  Delaware  who,  for  true  patriotism, 
their  equal  will  not  be  found  in  any  one  family,  certainly  not 
excelled. 


In  the  collection  are  a great  many  letters  of  Caesar  Rodney 
and  George  Read,  two  of  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pence, of  which  collectors  have  found  it  very  difficult  to  get  really 
good  specimens,  and  especially  those  written  in  1776,  but  here 
we  have  them  in  great  variety,  and  I would  advise  all  collectors 
to  embrace  this  opportunity  to  complete  their  sets,  as  after  this 
sale  they  will  be  scattered  to  the  four  corners  of  creation  and  will 
soon  be  as  scarce  as  ever. 

As  to  the  contents  of  the  letters,  they  embrace  the  most 
vital  historical  data,  from  the  first  rumblings  of  the  impending 
-contest  at  the  Stamp  Act  Congress  of  17651  held  in  New  York) 
to  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1783,  and  that,  too,  from  the  pens  of 
the  actual  participants,  written  on  the  spot,  to  the  highest 
American  officials,  and  officers,  prosecuting  the  cause  for 
American  Independence. 

In  the  correspondence  of  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  who  was 
Attorney-General,  there  are  many  letters  relating  to  the  trial  of 
Aaron  Burr  for  Treason,  a great  number  relating  to  his  defence 
of  Com.  James  Barron,  who  unfortunately  killed  Commodore 
Stephen  Decatur  in  a Duel,  whose  cause  was  espoused  by 
Rodney  with  his  whole  heart  and  soul,  and  also  much  corres- 
pondence relating  to  his  Friend  Commodore  Thos.  Macdonough, 
whose  cause  he  also  defended. 

The  letters  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  Officers 
and  Statesmen  in  the  Revolution,  embrace  many  of  peculiar 
historical  importance,  and  will  refresh  the  memory  of  my  readers 
on  many  points  long  forgotten. 

I have  prepared  this  Catalogue  carefully,  and  have  made 
liberal  quotations,  and  in  many  instances  copied  the  letters  entire, 
and  aside  from  being  a list  of  the  items  to  be  sold,  the  Catalogue 
is  really  a very  important  addition  to  the  history  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  the  succeding  events. 

Tlie  second  part  of  the  Catalogue  will  embrace  the  material 
relating  to  Colonial  times  and  from  the  time  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  up  to  the  time  of  the  Mexican  War.  This  will  be  sold  in 
the  fall. 


Stan.  V.  Henkels. 
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CATALOGUE. 


1 Declaration  cf  Independence.  A Contemporary  Copy, 
6 pages,  4to. 

Probably  written  for  some  member  of  Congress  for  his  con- 
stitutents. 

Speaks  of  Benj.  Franklin’s  health,  and  says 
we  must  have  Ministers  and  Ambassadors 
at  the  various  Courts. 

2 Adams,  John.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. Second  President  of  the  United  States.  A.  L.  S. 
4 pages,  4to.  Auteuil  near  Paris,  Nov.  4,  ( 784.  To  Elbridge 
Gerry.  Very  fine. 

A fine  historical  letter , narrating  the  business  of  the  Minis- 
ters from  the  United  States  to  France , and  giving  his  views 
as  to  the  necessity  of  Ministers  and  Ambassadors  to  the  various 
Courts  of  Europe. 

“We  are  going  011  with  as  much  dispatch  as  the  Nature  of  our 
Business  will  admit  of,  and  we  proceed  with  wonderful  Harmony,  good 
Humour  and  Unanimity.  The  Dr  (Franklin)  is  confined  to  his  House, 
and  Garden  by  the  Stone  as  he  thinks.  He  has  not  been  farther  from 
Home,  than  my  House  at  Auteuil  which  is  within  a mile  of  his,  for 
these  twelve  months.  He  cannot  ride  in  a Carriage  because  the 
motion  of  that  machine  in  the  Postuie  in  which  he  must  Sit,  gives 
him  too  much  pain  * * * He  cannot  walk  out,  nor  in  the  House 
without  suffering  as  I am  told.  All  these  things  considered,  We  are 
obliged  to  conduct  all  our  Negotiations  at  Passy.  There  is  some 
Reason  to  think  that  Spain,  will  urge  Us  to  go  to  Madrid.  The  Dr  can- 
not go,  and  the  Journey  would  be  horrible  to  Mr  Jefferson  and  me. 
We  cannot  go  before  the  other  Business  is  finished  here,  which  will 
take  up  the  two  years  probably.  Besides  Congress  have  pinched 
Us,  in  our  Salaries  to  Such  a degree,  that  it  is  impossible 

FOR  Us  TO  BEAR  DOUBLE  EXPENSES,  INDEED  IT  IS  IMPOSSIBLE  FOR 
Us  to  See  any  Company  or  to  live  in  any  Character.”  He  then 
speaks  of  the  money  loaned  us  by  Holland , which  he  says  is  equal  in 
amount  to  that  loaned  by  France.  “The  Dutch  Money  has  all  been  re- 
mitted in  Hard  Dollars,  or  paid  to  redeem  Bills  at  an  advantageous  Ex- 


Adams,  Jno .—{Continued.) 

change  instead  of  being  eaten  up  by  the  Rats  as  a great  Part  of  the 
French  money  was.  * * * I have  small  hopes  of  doing  any  Thing  with 
England.  I See  no  Symptoms  of  a Disposition  there,  and  I am  afraid 
We  shall  not  agree  with  Spain.  God  grant  We  may  not  get  involved 
in  a War  with  both  these  Powers  at  a Time,  in  such  a Case  I know 
not  where  we  should  find  Aid  or  Friends  and  I am  Sure  We  should 
want  both. 

The  Project  of  doing  without  Ministers  in  Europe  is  as  wild  and 
impracticable  as  any  in  the  flying  Island  of  Lagado.  You  will  find 
yourselves  obliged  to  have  Ministers  and  Ambassadors  too,  and  to 
Support  them  like  other  Ministers  and  Ambassadors,  and  the  Fact 
will  be,  when  you  have  ruined  & discouraged  Us  who  are  now  here 
and  driven  Us  home  in  despair,  it  will  not  be  three  years  afterwards, 
before  you  will  Send  a Number  of  Ambassadors  to  Europe  with  Six 
or  Eight  Thousand  Pounds  a Year. 

There  is  no  Man  more  averse,  to  unnecessary  foreign  Connections, 
or  lessadictcd  to  expensive  showy  Life,  than  I have  been  all  my  Days. 
But  I see  and  feel  every  Day,  that  you  must,  have  Ambassadors  to 
maintain,  or  Generals  and  Admirals,  who  will  cost  you  ten  thousand 
times  as  much  Money,  besides  shedding  your  Blood  like  Water. 

Thank  God,  we  shall  no  longer  fight  with  Halters  about  our  Necks 
or  Axes  brandishing  over  our  Heads,  and  therefore  if  our  Countrymen 
delight  in  War,  they  may  have  it  without  giving  you  and  me,  so 
much  Chagrin  and  Vexation  as  we  have  seen.” 

3 Adams,  John.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Second  President  of  the  United  States.  A.  L.  S. 
2 pages,  4to.  Philadelphia,  April  22,  1794.  To  N.  Olive. 
Fine. 

Inquiring  of  his  friends  in  France,  and  in  anszver  io  a re- 
quest from  Mr.  Olive,  he  says : 

“ I have  just  now  received  the  Letter  you  did  me  the  Honour  to 
write  me  from  New  York  on  the  8th  of  this  Month,  and  immediately 
laid  it,  together  with  the  Draught  of  a Frigate  which  accompanied  it, 
before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.” 

ADAMS  IS  EULOGISTIC  OF  CAESAR  RODNEY. 

4 Adams,  Jno.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  Second  President  of  the  United  States.  A.  L.  S.  4to. 
Quincy,  Sept.  13,  1S1S  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  franked 
address.  Fine 

A fine  letter.  Eulogistic  of  Caesar  Rodney , and  narrating 
an  Antedate  of  the  Stamp  Act  Congress. 

“ I was  intimately  acquainted  with  vonr  Uncle  Caesar  Rodney  who 
under  constant  pressure  of  ill  health,  preserved  a clear  Understand- 
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Adams*  Jno. — [Continued.) 

ing  and  a firmness  a stediness,  and  inflexibility  of  heart,  equal  to  any 
Statesman  I have  known.  He  was  pleased  to  be  very  Social  and  fa- 
miliar with  me,  and  there  was  no  Topick  on  which  he  delighted  more 
to  descant,  than  on  the  character  of  Mr.  Otis,  and  his  Conduct  in  what 
you  call  the  Stamp  Act  Congress  of  1765.  He  often  said  to  me,  that 
Mr.  Otis  was  the  best  Speaker,  and  the  greatest  Statesman  in  that 
Assembly,  the  greatest  Master  of  every  Subject,  whenever  all  appeared 
at  a loss,  and  no  Man  pretended  to  have  any  Information  on  the  Sub- 
ject. Mr.  Otis  would  rise  and  explain  every  Thing  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all.” 

5 Adams,  Jno.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Quincy,  Sept.  26,  1818. 
To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  franked  address.  Fine. 

A prophetic  letter  on  the  fnttire  of  South  America. 

“ You  have  lately  travelled  in  the  country'  the  most  interesting  as 
far  as  I know,  in  the  World,  I gaze  with  Awe  and  reverence  on  South 
America,  And  have  gazed  for  forty  years.  That  all  America  will  be 
torn  from  the  Domination  of  Europe  I have  never  doubted  : but  what 
will  be  the  Effects  and  Consequences?  Aye!  theres  the  Rub.  My 
Maxim  in  all  Such  Cases  of  incomprehensible  difficulty,  has  always 
been  ' Stand  Still  and  See  the  Salvation  of  the  Lord.' 

A free  Government  in  South  America  would  produce  Revolution 
in  Religion  and  Government  over  the  whole  Globe.  But  what  one 
hundred  Despotisms  would  produce  who  can  forsee.” 

6 Franklin,  Benj  Partly  printed.  D.  S folio.  Phila- 
delphia, 1701.  Signed  also  by  Chas.  Biddle 

A Blank  Commission , as  issued  by  the  Supreme  Executive 
Counsel  of  Pennsylvania.  Signed  by  Benj.  Franklin  as 
President. 

FRANKLIN  WANTS  TO  CURB  GERMAN  EMIGRA- 
TION TO  PENNSYLVANIA,  AND  OBJECTS  TO 
GERMAN  PRINTING  OFFICES  AND  PUBLICA- 
TIONS IN  THE  GERMAN  LANGUAGE. 

7 Franklin,  Benjamin.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. The  Gieat  Philosopher  and  Noted  Printer. 
A.  L.  S.  7 pages,  large  folio  (closely  written).  Philadelphia, 
May  9,  1753. 

This  is  a truly  and  wonderfully  prophetic  letter , and  prob- 
ably one  of  the  most  important  that  was  issued  from  his  pen. 
It  is  really  an  essay  on  labor  ami  idleness,  and  a long  disquis- 
ition on  the  character  of  the  German  emigrants  in  America, 
and  especially  in  Pennsylvania , whom  he  roundly  denounces 
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Franklin,  Benjamin — ( Continued . ) 

as  being  clannish  and  inimical  to  the  government , although  he 
admits  they  are  more  industrious  and  frugal  than  the  English , 
and  he  also  complains  of  the  fact  that  they  do  not  learn  the 
English  language , but  out  of  six  printing  offices  in  the  Prov- 
ince two  are  entirely  German,  two  half  German  and  English 
and  only  two  entirely  English.  He  further  says  that  means 
should  be  found  to  pul  a stop  to  their  wholesale  emigration  to 
the  Province,  and  that  those  that  do  come,  and  are  here  al- 
ready. should  be  scattered  throughout  the  Colonies  to  mote 
readily  amalgamate  them  with  the  English.  The  letter  is  too 
long  to  quote  in  full , but  it  is  of  such  importance , as  being  pro- 
phi  tic  of  what  has  occurred  in  this  country  lately,  that  I can- 
not refrain  from  giving  an  extract  from  it. 

“ I am  perfectly  of  your  mind  that  Measures  of  great  Temper,  are 
necessary  with  the  Germans;  and  am  not  without  Apprehensions,  that 
thro’  their  Indiscretion  or  Ours,  or  both,  great  disorders  and  Incon- 
veniences may  one  day  arise  among  us,  Those  who  come  hither  are 
generally  of  the  most  ignorant,  stupid  sort  of  their  Own  Nation  and  as 
Ignorance  is  often  attended  with  credulity  when  Knavery  would  mis- 
lead it  and  with  Suspicion  when  Honesty  would  set  It  right,  and  as 
few  of  the  English  understand  the  German  Language  ; and  so  cannot 
address  them  either  from  the  Press  or  Pulpit,  ’tis  almost  impossible  to 
remove  any  Prejudice  they  once  entertain.  Their  own  Clergy  have 
very  little  influence  over  the  People  who  seem  to  take  an  uncommon 
pleasure  in  abusing  and  discharging  the  Ministers  on  every  trivial 
occasion,  Not  being  used  to  Liberty  they  know  not  how  to  make  a 
modest  use  of  it,  as  Holben  says  of  the  Young  Hottentot,  that  they 
are  not  esteemed  Men  till  they  have  shown  their  manhood  in  beating 
their  mothers  so  these  seem  not  to  think  themselves  free,  till  they  can 
feel  their  Liberty  in  Abusing  and  insulting  their  Preachers,  Thus  they 
are  under  no  restraint  from  Ecclesiastical  Government;  they  behave 
however,  submissively  enough  at  present  to  the  Civil  Government, 
which  I wish  they  may  continue  to  do,  For  I remember  when 
THEY  MODESTLY  DECLIN’D  MEDDLING  IN  OUR  ELECTIONS,  BUT  NOW 
THEY  COME  IN  DROVES,  AND  CARRY  ALL  BEFORE  THEM,  except  in 
one  or  two  counties.  Few  of  their  children  in  the  country  learu  Eng- 
lish, THEY  IMPORT  MANY  BOOKS  FROM  GERMANY,  AND  OF  THE  SIX 

printing  Houses  in  the  Province,  two  are  entirely  German, 
two  half  German  half  English,  and  but  two  entirely  Eng- 
lish, they  have  one  German  News-Paper,  and  one  half  German,  Ad- 
vertisements intended  to  be  general  are  now  printed  in  Dutch  and 
English,  the  Signs  in  Our  Streets  have  inscriptions  in  both  Languages, 
and  in  some  places  only  German,  they  began  of  late  to  make  all  their 
Bonds  and  other  legal  writings  in  their  own  language,  which  (tho’  I 
think  it  ought  not  to  be)  are  allowed  good  in  Our  Courts,  where  the  Ger- 
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man  business  so  increases,  that  there’s  continual  need  of  interpreters;  and 
I suppose  in  a few  Years  They  will  also  be  necessary  in  ye  Assembly, 
to  tell  one  half  of  Our  Legislature  what  the  other  half  says,  In  short 
UNLESS  THE  STREAM  OF  THEIR  IMPORTATION  COULD  BE  TURNED 
FROM  THIS  TO  OTHER  COLONIES,  AS  YOU  VERY  JUDICIOUSLY  PROPOSE, 
THEY  WILL  SOON  SO  OUT  NUMBER  US,  THAT  ALL  THE  ADVANTAGES 
WE  HAVE,  will  NOT,  IN  MY  OPINION,  BE  ABLE  TO  PRESERVE  OUR 
Language,  and  even  Our  Government  will  become  preca- 
rious. The  French  who  watch  all  advantages,  are  now  themselves 
making  a German  Settlement  back  of  us  in  the  Ilinois  Country;  and 
by  means  of  these  Germans,  they  may  in  time  come  to  an  understand- 
ing with  Ours,  And  indeed  in  the  last  war  Our  Germans  show’d  a 
general  Disposition,  that  seems  to  bode  us  no  good,  For  when  the 
English  who  were  not  Quakers,  alarm’d  by  the  dangers  arising  from 
the  defenceless  State  of  our  Country  entered  unanimously  into  an  As- 
sociation, within  the  Government  and  the  lower  counties  rais’d  arm’d 
and  disciplin’d  near  10-000  men,  the  Germans  except  a very  few  in 
proportion  to  their  numbers  refus’d  to  engage  in  it,  giving  out  one 
among  another,  and  even  in  print,  that  if  they  were  quiet  and  the 
French  should  take  the  country  they  would  not  molest  them,  at  the 
same  time  abusing  the  Philadelphians  for  fitting  out  Privateers  against 
the  Enemy,  and  representing  the  Trouble,  Hazaid,  and  Expense  of 
defending  the  Province,  as  a greater  inconvenience  than  any  that 
might  be  expected  from  a change  of  Government.  Yet  I am  not  for 
refusing  entirely  to  admit  them  into  Our  Colonies  all  that  seems  to 
me  necessary,  is,  to  distribute  them  more  equally,  mix  them  with  the 
English,  establish  English  Schools,  where  the  Germans  are  now  too 
thickly  settled,  and  take  some  care  to  prevent  the  Practice  lately  fal- 
len into  by  some  of  the  Ship  Owners,  of  Sweeping  the  German  Gaols 
to  make  up  the  number  of  their  Passengers.  I say  I am  not  agaiust 
the  admission  of  Germans  in  general  for  they  have  their  Virtues,  their 
Industry  and  Frugality  is  exemplary.  They  are  excellent  Hus- 
bandmen and  contribute  greatly  to  the  Improvement  ot  a country,” 
&c.,  &c. 

8 Franklin,  Benjamin.  D.  S.,  twice,  2 pages,  folio.  Passy, 
Sept.  1 1,  1783.  To  the  King  of  France. 

Transmitting  to  the  King  of  France  certain  Resolutions  of 
the  Continental  Congress  on  financial  matters.  Signed  by 
Elias  Boudinot , President ; Chas.  Thomson , Secretary ; and 
Robert  Morris.  This  Franklin  caused  to  be  translated  into 
French,  and  he  has  signed  them,  at  the  time  he  was  Minister 
to  France,  and  residing  at  Passy. 
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1776  LETTER  OF  JOHN  HANCOCK. 

9 H ancock,  John.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence and  first  President  of  the  Continental  Congress.  A.  L.  S. 
folio.  Philadelphia,  June  13,  1776.  To  Col.  Thos.  McKean, 
with  franked  address.  Very  fine. 

Written  in  the  year  of  the  Signing  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

“Your  favr  rec’d  this  moru’g.  Powder  & Lead  is  order’d  under 
Guard  of  a Company  of  Troops,  & that  a Battal’n  of  Associators  is 
order’d  down  to  your  assistance.  I wish  Success.  I have  it  in  Com- 
mand to  Request  that  your  Assembly  would  please  to  order  the  Com- 
mands Officer  to  disarm  all  the  disaffected  in  your  Colony,  which 
please  to  Communicate  to  the  Assembly. 

Excuse  me,  as  I am  hurried.  Steal  time  to  write,  & am  most 
Respectfully.’’ 

HANCOCK’S  LETTER  ON  THE  DECLARATION  OF 

INDEPENDENCE. 

10  Hancock,  Jno.  L.  S.  folio.  Baltimore,  Jan.  31,  1777. 
To  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Delaware. 

This  exceedingly  inlet  e sting  and  important  letter  was  torn 
in  the  folds , but  has  been  neatly  repaired. 

“ Gentlemen 

As  there  is  not  a more  distinguished  Event  in  the  History  of  America, 
than  the  Declaration  of  her  Independence,  nor  any,  that  in  all  Proba- 
bility will  so  much  excite  the  Attention  of  future  Ages,  it  is  highly 
proper,  that  the  Memory  of  that  Transaction,  together  with  the  Causes 
that  gave  Rise  to  it,  should  be  preserved  in  the  most  careful  Manner 
that  can  be  devised. 

I am  therefore  commanded  by  Congress  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed 
Copy  of  the  Act  of  Independence,  with  the  List  of  the  several  Mem- 
bers of  Congress  subscribed  thereto,  and  to  request  that  you  will  cause 
the  same  to  be  put  upon  Record,  that  it  may  henceforth  form  a Part 
of  the  Archives  of  your  State,  and  remain  in  lasting  Testimony  of 
your  Approbation  of  that  necessary  and  important  Measure. 

I have  the  Honour  to  be 
Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed  & 
very  lible  Serv1 

John  Hancock,  President. ’’ 

1 i Huntingdon,  Samuel.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. President  of  the  Continental  Congress.  L.  S. 
folio.  Philadelphia,  April  9,  1781.  To  Thos.  Rodney  and 
Nicholas  Vandyke,  with  franked  address. 
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Informing  them  of  the  lack  of  attendance  by  the  Delegates 
to  Congress , and  requesting  their  attendance  at  once. 

“There  are  but  eight  States  at  this  time  represeuted  in  Congress,, 
a Circumstance  by  no  means  proper  in  the  present  situation  of  public 
Affairs.’’ 

12  H untington,  Samuel.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. D.  S.  3 pages,  folio.  In  Congress,  April  5th, 
1781.  Signed  also  by  Gluts.  Thomson 

An  Ordinance  for  establishing  Courts  for  the  Trials  of 
Piracies,  and  Felonies  committed  on  the  High  Seas. 

1 3 Huntington,  Samuel.  L.  S.  3 pages,  410.  Philadelphia. 
Sept  3,  1 780.  To  Joseph  Reed. 

Signed  as  President  of  Congress.  In  reference  to  the  rank 
of  Governors  of  the  States  whenever  they  shall  act  in  the  Field 
together , or  in  conjunction  with  the  Continental  Army. 

14  Huntington,  Samuel.  Partly  printed  D.  S.  folio,  no  date. 
Also  signed  by  Joseph  Pennell. 

A blank  naval  commission , signed  as  President  of  Con- 
gress, with  fine  seal. 

1 5 Huntington,  Samuel.  Partly  printed  D.  S.  folio,  no  date 
Signed  also  by  Joseph  Pennell. 

A blank  naval  commission , signed  as  President  of  Con- 
gress, with  fine  seal.  Rats  have  gnawed  two  holes  through 
the  centre . 

16  Jefferson,  Thomas  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. Third  President  of  the  United  States.  A.  L.  S. 
4to.  Washington,  June  14,  1802.  To  Caesar  Rodney, 
with  franked  address.  Fine. 

Written  while  President.  His  answer  to  a letter  requesting 
the  removal  from  office  of  Allen  Me  Latte. 

“ I have  received  two  addresses  from  meetings  of  democratic  republi- 
cans at  Dover,  praying  the  removal  of  Allen  McLane.  One  of  them 
was  forwarded  by  Govr  Hall.  The  grounds  are  stated  so  generally 
that  I cannot  judge  from  thence  whether  he  lias  done  any  thing  de- 
serving removal  since  his  former  trial  & acquittal,  certainly  nothing 
beyond  that  should  be  brought  up  a second  time,”  &c. 

17  Jefferson,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  4U).  Washington.  Nov. 
28.  1802.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

A fine  political  letter,  written  'while  President. 

“The  happy  efforts  of  our  fiscal  operations,  which  already  shew 
themselves  beyond  all  expectatious,  will  forever  fix  the  fate  of  the 
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Jefferson,  Thomas — ( Continued ) 

fallen  party  ; the  prospect  which  presents  itself  is  really  consolating, 
and  will  shew  to  our  constituents  that  the  resources  reserved  are  so 
abundant  if  directed  with  economy,  that  nothing  but  war,  or  fede- 
ralism getting  hold  of  them,  can  prevent  the  extinguishment  of  the 
debt  within  the  period  contemplated.” 

1 8 Jefferson,  Thomas.  A.  L S.  4to.  Washington,  Dec. 
31,  1802.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address.  Fine. 

Written  while  President.  He  wants  business  men  in  Con- 
gress to  expedite  matters — men  who  will  press  the  business  of 
Congress , the  same  they  would  in  their  own  affairs. 

“ You  will  have  seen  by  the  Message  that  there  is  little  interesting 
proposed  to  be  done,  the  settlement  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  is 
among  the  most  important,  so  also,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  proposition 
for  the  preservation  of  our  Navy,  which  otherwise  will  either  be  en- 
tirely rotten  in  6,  or  S,  years,  or  will  cost  us  3,  or  4 millons  in  repairs.” 

19  Jefferson,  Thomas.  A.  L S.  4to.  Monticello,  July  28, 
1803.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  franked  address.  Fine. 
Written  while  President.  He  deprecates  his  failing  memory . 

20  Jefferson,  Thomas  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Washington, 
Feb.  24,  1804.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

Has  been  torn  in  half , and  damaged  by  dampness , but 
neatly  repaired. 

21  Jefferson,  Thomas.  A.  N.  S.  with  initials,  8vo.  Feb.  5, 
1807,  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

Asking  that  the  case  of  the  Ambassador , the  Marquis  dt 
Casa  Yrujo , be  tried  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

22  Jefferson,  Thomas.  A.  N.  S.  with  initials  in  the  third 

person,  8vo.  July  26,  1807. 

Asking  the  addresses  of  Gen.  Boivie  and  Gen.  Wilkinson , 
as  he  wishes  to  ask  them  to  dine  until  him. 

23  Jefferson,  Thomas  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Washington,  May  30, 
(1807).  T°  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  franked  address. 

24  Jefferson,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  in  the  third  person,  4to. 
Monticello,  May  1,  1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with 
franked  address. 

Written  zvhile  President.  In  reference  to  Burr' s Conspiracy . 

“Mr.  Hay  desires  the  letter  of  Gen.  Wilkinson  specified  in  the  in- 
closed paper  from  Burr’s  counsel  & in  the  extract  from  my  message.  It 
was  in  the  bundle  of  papers  I gave  you,”  &c.  This  letter  is  accom- 
panied with  an  Autograph  Memoranda , which  reads  as  follows : “ By  a 
letter  rec’d  from  that  officer  (Gen.  Wilkinson)  on  the  25th  of  Nov.  but 
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dated  Oct.  21.  We  learn  that  a confidential  agent  of  Aaron  Burr  has  been 
deputed  to  him,  with  communications,  partly  written  in  cypher,  & 
partly  oral,  explaining  his  designs,  exaggerating  his  resources,  & 
making  such  offers  of  emolument  & command  to  engage  him  & the 
arm}'  in  his  unlawful  enterprises  as  he  had  flattered  himself  would  be 
successful,  the  General  with  the  honor  of  a soldier  and  fidelity  of  a 
good  citizen,  immediately  despatched  a trusty  officer  to  me  with  in- 
formation of  what  had  passed,”  &c. 

25  Jefferson,  Thos  A.  L.  S.,  in  the  third  person,  4to. 
Monticello,  May  1,  1807,  with  address. 

In  refirence  to  Burr's  conspiracy. 

“Thus  the  Atty  General  will  spare  no  attention  or  effort  to  have  all 
evidence  which  exists  produced  in  the  development  of  the  late  con- 
spiracy,” & c. 

26  Jefferson,  Thos.  A.  N.  S.,  with  initials,  in  the  third  per- 
son, jto.  June  22  and  Oct.  23,  1807.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

2 pieces. 

In  reference  to  Burr' s conspiracy . 

27  Jefferson,  Thomas.  A.  N.  S.,  signed  with  initials,  in  the 
third  person,  jto.  Oct.  28,  1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 
In  reference  to  Burr  s conspiracy . 

“ Burr,  Blannerhaset,  S.  Swartout  & Martin  are  here,  can  & should 
the  two  first  be  arrested,  & sent  to  Kentucky  for  treason  & the  two 
last  for  Misdemeanors,  committed  by  the  one  in  Orleans,  the  other  in 
Maryland  ?” 

JEFFERSON’S  LETTER  ON  THE  EVE  OF  THE 

SECOND  WAR  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

28  Jefferson,  Thos  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4U).  Monticello, 
Feb.  10,  1810.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

An  exceptionally  interesting  letter  on  the  causes  of  the  un- 
rest throughout  the  world. 

“When  is  this  state  of  things  to  end?  the  death  of  Bonaparte 
would,  to  be  sure,  remove  the  first  & chiefest  apostle  of  the  desolation 
of  men  & morals,  & might  withdraw  the  scourge  of  the  land,  but  what 
is  to  restore  order  & safety  on  the  ocean  ? the  death  of  George  III? 
not  at  all,  he  is  only  stupid,  & his  ministers,  however  weak  and  prof- 
ligate in  morals,  are  ephemeral,  but  his  nation  is  permanent,  & it  is 
that  which  is  the  tyrant  of  the  ocean,  the  principle  that  force  is  right 
is  become  the  principle  of  the  nation  itself,  they  would  not  permit  an 
honest  minister,  were  accident  to  bring  such  an  one  into  power,  to  re- 
lax their  system  of  lawless  piracy.  These  were  the  difficulties  when 
I was  with  you,  I knew  they  are  not  lessened,  and  I pity  you.  * * 
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The  people  look  most  to  their  representatives;  but  in  war,  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive solely,  it  is  visible  that  their  confidence  is  even  now  veering 
in  that  direction;  that  they  are  looking  to  the  Executive  to  give  the 
proper  direction  to  their  affairs,  with  a confidence  as  auspicious  as  it 
is  well  founded. ” 

29  Jefferson,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  In  Council,  Sept.  13, 

17S0. 

As  Governor  of  Virginia,  calling  upon  the  Quarter  Master 
for  supplies  of  spades , hoes.  &c. , for  the  use  of  Gates'  Army. 

30  McKean,  Thomas.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. Governor  of  Pennsylvania.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Phila- 
delphia, Jan.  27,  1780.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 
Very  fink. 

A fine  historical  letter  relative  to  money  for  the  army,  and 
the  necessity  of  every  Slate  supplying  its  quota  to  make  the 
army  greater  than  ever  before. 

“ I hope  every  exertion  will  be  made  to  fill  our  Batallions,  as  peace 
will  in  a great  measure  depend  upon  the  numbers  of  our  army  and  the 
time  they  took  the  field.  Every  State  in  the  Union  is  sensible  of  this, 
and  I rest  assured  we  shall  have  in  consequence  the  largest  Army  the 
next  campaign  we  ever  yet  had,  and  that  this  circumstance,  will  de- 
termine our  Enemy  to  peace  or  war,  as  our  success  or  the  contrary  in 
this  measure  may  prove.” 

31  McKean,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  qto.  Philadelphia,  June  28, 
1799.  To  Chancellor  Livingston,  with  address,  favored  by 
Caesar  A.  Rodney.  Very  fine. 

Introducing  Caesar  A.  Rodney  to  Robert  R.  Livingston . 

‘‘This  Gentleman’s  uucle  & father  were  severally  members  of  Con- 
gress during  our  revolutionary  war,  and  he  inherits  all  their  republi- 
can principles  & virtues,  I will  refer  you  to  him  for  the  news  & 
politics  here.  ” 

32  McKean,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Philadelphia,  June 
20,  1 799.  To  Hon.  John  Langdon,  with  address,  favored  by 
Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

Introducing  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

‘‘His  uncle  and  father  were  severally  members  of  Congress  with  me 
during  our  revolutionary  war,  and  must  have  been  known  to  you,  he 
inherits  all  their  republican  principles  and  virtues.  There  are  so 
many  Apostates  in  these  days,  that  a steady  Whig  seems  to  be  an  ac- 
quisition. This  Young  Gentleman  travels  into  the  Eastern  States  as 
well  for  the  purpose  of  health  as  gaining  knowledge,”  &c. 


33  McKean,  Thos.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Philadelphia, 
Oct.  1 7,  1801.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address  and 
seal  in  red  wax,  &c.  Fine. 

An  interesting  political  letter. 

“Permit  my  congratulations  on  the  election  of  Colonel  David  Hall 
as  Governor  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  this  Augurs  well  for  Republi- 
canism, he  is  the  only  Republican  that  has  been  Governor  of  that 
State  since  Mr.  Dickinson,  to  whom  I beg  you  will  tender  my  affec- 
tionate regard.  * * * The  Republicans  have  succeeded  in  their  elec- 
tion for  this  city,  and  after  a fair  and  full  trial  had  a majority  of  about 
120  out  of  3500  votes,  which  was  the  largest  number  that  ever  voted 
in  Philadelphia,  the  liot-bed  of  toryisui  and  federalism,  they  have  also 
triumphed  in  Lancaster  county  by  about  50  of  a majority,  which  was 
by  me  unexpected.” 

THOS  McKEAN  GIVES  A HISTORY  OF  HOW  THE 

DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE  WAS 

ADOPTED,  AND  TELLS  WHEN  IT  WAS 

SIGNED. 

34  McKean,  Thomas  A.  L.  S.  4 pages,  4to.  Philadel- 
phia, Aug.  22,  1813.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney.  Torn  in  the 
folds  of  last  leaf.  See  facsimile 

Probably  one  of  the  most  interesting  historical  letters  in 
existence,  as  it  sets  to  rights  many  errors  ivhich  have  crept  into 
history.  Having  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
Mr.  Rodney  wrote  him  for  information,  as  to  the  adoption  and 
the  time  of  signing  that  instrument.  In  this  letter  he  gives  a 
succinct  history  of  the  whole  affair , together  with  the  informa- 
tion that  he  sent  an  express,  at  his  own  expense , to  Caesar 
Rodney , to  come  to  Congress  at  once,  as  the  State  of  Delaivare 
was  a tie,  on  the  Declaration  of  Independence . 

“ Philadelphia,  Augt  22d,  1813. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  22<i  last  month,  with  a copy  of  the  journal  of  the 
Congress  at  New-York  in  October,  1765,  printed  in  the  Baltimore 
Register,  came  safe  to  hand.  Not  having  heard  of  this  publication, 
I had  the  proceedings  of  that  Body  (not  the  whole)  reprinted  here 
about  2 months  ago,  from  a copy  I found  in  the  Ist  Vol.  of  “American 
Tracts”  (contained  in  four  volumes  octavo)  edited  by  J.  Almon  of 
London  in  1767.  Such  an  important  transaction  should  not  be  un- 
known to  the  future  historian. 

I recollect  what  passed  in  Congress  in  the  beginning  of  July-,  1776, 
respecting  Independence;  it  was  not  as  you  have  conceived.  O11 
Monday  the  Ist  of  July'  the  question  was  taken  in  the  committee  of 


McKean,  Thomas — ( Continued .) 

the  whole,  when  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  (represented  by  seven 
Gentlemen  then  present)  voted  agl  it.  Delaware  (having  then  only 
two  Representatives  present)  was  divided  ; all  the  other  States  voted 
in  favor  of  it.  Whereupon,  without  delay  I sent  an  Express  (at  my 
private  expence)  for  your  honored  Uncle  Caesar  Rodney  Esquire,  the 
remaining  member  for  Delaware,  whom  I met  at  the  State-house  door, 
in  his  boots  & spurs,  as  the  members  were  assembling,  after  a friendly 
salutation  (without  a word  on  the  business)  we  went  into  the  Hall  of 
Congress  together,  and  found  we  were  among  the  latest  : proceedings 
immediately  commenced,  and  after  a few  moments  the  great  question 
was  put.  when  the  vote  for  Delaware  was  called,  your  uncle  arose 
and  said,  ‘ As  I believe  the  voice  of  my  constituents  and  of  all  sensi- 
ble & honest  men  is  in  favor  of  Independence,  my  own  judgment 
concurs  with  them,  I vote  for  Independence,’  or  in  words  to  the  same 
effect.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  4th  of  July  (there  being 
only  five  members  present,  Messrs  Dickinson  & Morris,  who  had  in 
the  committee  of  the  whole  voted  against  Independence  were  absent) 
voted  for  it ; three  to  two,  Mess1'8  Willing  & Humphries  in  the  nega- 
tive. Unanimity  in  the  thirteen  States,  an  all  important  point  on  so 
great  an  occasion,  was  thus  obtained  ; the  disseution  of  a single  State 
might  have  produced  very  dangerous  consequences. 

Now  that  I am  on  the  subject,  I will  tell  you  some  truth,  not 
generally  known.  In  the  printed  public  journal  of  Congress  for  1776, 
Vol.  2,  it  would  appear  that  the  declaration  of  Independence  was 
signed  on  the  4th  July  by  the  members,  whose  names  are  there  in- 
serted ; but  the  fact  is  not  so,  for  no  person  signed  it  on  that  day  nor 
for  many  days  after,  and  among  the  names  subscribed,  one  was  agl  it, 
Mr.  Read,  and  seven  were  not  in  Congress  on  that  day,  namely,  Messrs 
Morris,  Rush,  Clymer,  Smith,  Taylor  & Ross,  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Mr  Thornton  of  New-Hampshire  ; nor  were  the  six  Gentlemen  last 
named  at  that  time  members  ; the  five  for  P.  were  appointed  Delegates 
by  the  Convention  of  that  State  on  the  20th  July,  and  Mr  Thornton 
entered  Congress  for  the  first  time  on  the  4th  Novetnr  followdng,  when 
the  names  of  Henry  Wisner  of  New-York  and  Thomas  McKean  of 
Delaware  are  not  printed  as  subscribers,  tho’  both  were  present  & 
voted  for  Independence. 

Here  false  colours  are  certainly  hung  out ; there  is  culpability  sotne- 
w’liere.  What  I can  offer  as  an  apology  or  explanation  is  ; that  on  the 
4th  July  1776  the  declaration  of  Independence  was  ordered  to  be  in- 
grossed,  on  parchment  & then  to  be  signed;  and  I have  been  told, 
that  a resolve  had  passed  a few  days  after  and  was  entered  ou  the 
secret  journal,  that  no  person  should  have  a seat  in  congress,  during 
that  year,  until  he  should  have  signed  the  declaration,  in  order  (as  I 
have  been  given  to  understand ) to  prevent  traitors  or  spies  from  worm- 
ing themselves  amongst  us.  I was  not  in  Congress  after  the  4th  for 
some  months,  having  marched  with  my  regiment  of  associators  of  this 


McKean,  Thomas — ( Continued .) 

city,  as  Colonel,  to  support  General  Washington  until  a flying  Camp 
of  ten  thousand  men  was  completed.  When  the  associators  were  dis- 
charged I returned  to  Philadelphia,  took  my  seat  in  Congress  & then 
signed  the  declaration  on  parchment.  Two  days  after  I went  to  New- 
castle, joined  the  Convention  for  forming  a constitution  for  the  future 
government  of  the  State  of  Delaware  (having  been  elected  a member 
for  Newcastle  County)  which  I wrote  in  a tavern,  without  a book  or 
any  assistance. 

You  may  rely  on  the  accuracy  of  the  foregoing  relation.  It  is  full 
time  to  print  & publish  the  secret  Journal  of  Congress  during  the 
Revolution. 

I have  thus  answered  your  request,  and  trust  it  may  reform  errors. 
Accept,  dear  Sir,  my  best  wdshes  for  your  happiness. 

Thos  McKean. 

Caesar  Augustus  Rodney  Esquire.” 

35  McKean,  Thos.  A.  L.  S.  4 pages,  qto.  Philadelphia, 
Feb.  25,  1814.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney.  Fine. 

Giving , by  request  of  Mr.  Rodney , a history  of  the  case  of 
Judge  Brackenridge,  whom  some  numbers  of  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania  asked  for  removal  from  office  because  he 
had  written  a letter  to  the  Speaker  of  that  House , the  contents 
of  which  was  considered  a breach  of  privilege.  He  gives  a 
legal  opinion  on  the  Powers  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Gover- 
nor in  the  case,  and  concludes  by  saying , Oh  ! Party -spirit, 
what  evils  dost  thou  produce  ?" 

PHILADELPHIA  AS  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

36  Morris.  Robert.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. The  great  Financier  of  the  Revolution.  L.  S.  4to. 
New  York,  March  12,  1789.  Signed  also  by  Wm.  Mac- 
lay.  To  RichT  Peters. 

A fine  historical  Utter  from  Morris  and  Maclay  as  United 
States  Senators. 

‘‘We  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
inclosing  the  Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  5th  of  this 
month,  respecting  the  offer  of  the  public  Buildings,  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  for  the  temporary  residence  of  the  federal  Government, 
and  likewise  the  proceedings  on  the  letters  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  the  former  we  will  lay  before  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  as  soon  as  a Quorum  of  that  Body  shall  be  formed,  We 
are  happv  to  find,  that  the  later  (according  to  the  best  information) 
have  fully  quieted  any  Spirit  of  discontent  or  dissension  which  our 
Enemies  wished  to  raise,  between  Us  and  Virginia,  on  the  Subject  of 
the  letter.” 


Morris,  Robert.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Sept.  1 8 , 1798.  To 
Jno.  Nicholson. 

Speaks  of  his  misfortunes  and  of  “ Morris  holly." 

“ We  continue  all  well  here  & the  most  we  are  in  dread  of  is  Star- 
vation Fever , But  I am  in  a State  of  Alarm  for  my  Family , as  it  is 
said  a Hospital  for  the  Sick  is  now  Living  in  Morris's  Folly  & if  so. 
They  must  Fly,  but  where  to  God  knows.” 

Morris,  Robert.  Attested  Copies  of  the  Writs  of  Execu- 
tion for  his  arrest  issued  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Philadelphia,  Sept.  16,  179 7.  Attested  to  by  Ed- 
ward Hurd,  Prothonotary,  July  5,  1798,  as  a true  copy, 
with  seal  of  the  court.  3 pages,  folio. 

Read,  Geo.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Born  in  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  Sept.  18,  1733  Died  at 
Newcastle,  Delaware.  Sept.  21,  1798.  Member  of  the  First 
Naval  Committee  in  1775.  Vice  President  of  Delaware  in 
1777,  and  Acting  President  after  the  capture  of  President 
McKinley.  President  of  the  Convention  which  in  1776 
formed  the  first  Constitution  of  Delaware,  of  which  Read 
was  the  author,  also  a member  of  the  United  States  Consti- 
tutional Convention,  and  in  1782  was  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  in  Admiralty  Cases.  A.  L S.  folio.  Newcastle, 
June  29,  1774.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address 

An  important  letter  on  the  action  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dela- 
ware against  the  oppression  of  Gi  cat  Britain. 

‘‘The  Inhabitants  of  this  Count)-  to  the  number  of  500  and  more 
met  here  this  day  in  consequence  of  the  inclosed  Advertisement  and 
chose  a Committee  of  13  for  this  County,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the 
names  of  the  13  in  the  Fifth  Resolve.  When  the  people  had  convened 
Mr.  McKean  as  Chairman  of  the  Meeting  opened  the  occasion  thereof 
by  Pointing  out  the  Matters  complained  of  as  done  by  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  for  the  oppression  of  America  in  divers  Acts  passed 
since  the  Accession  of  his  present  Majesty,  and  the  apprehensions  the 
Colonies  in  general  are  under  of  an  increase  of  that  oppression,  from 
the  conduct  towards  the  Town  of  Boston  in  shutting  their  Port,  etc., 
there  was  the  greatest  unanimity,  not  a sign  of  dissent  appeared,  after 
this  was  done  the  Committee  met,  when  I mentioned  your  request  to 
be  immediitely  informed  of  what  should  be  done  in  this  county  and  at 
their  request  I give  you  this  short  information  of  the  Proceeding,  and 
beg  you  will  communicate  the  same  to  the  Members  of  Assembly  of 
your  County,”  etc. 


i5 


DELAWARE  CALLS  FOR  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF 
DELEGATES  TO  THE  CONTINENTAL  CON- 
GRESS OF  1774. 

40  Read,  George.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Newcastle,  July  1 1, 
1774.  Signed  also  by  Jno.  McKinly,  Jas.  Latimer,  Alex. 
Porter,  Samuel  Patterson,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Geo.  Munro, 
Richard  Cantwell,  &c.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

This  is  ihe  original  letter  to  Caesar  Rodney  as  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  three  lower  Counties  upon 
the  Delaware , by  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  General 
County  meeting  in  reference  to  sending  delegates  to  the  first 
Constinental  Congress  of  7777,  which  met  in  Philadelphia. 
It  was  this  letter  that  induced  Caesar  Rodney , as  Speaker  of 
the  Assembly  to  issue  a call  for  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  to  meet  in  Neivcastle , Aug  /,  7777,  to  select  delegates 
to  the  Continental  Congress.  Four  of  the  signers  to  this 
letter  were  afterwards  members  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  one  {Gov.  Read ) signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
This  paper  is  a magnificent  tribute  to  the  Patriotism  of  the 
little  State  on  the  Delaware , and  exhibits  the  great  zeal  in 
ivhich  they  entered  into  the  cause  of  the  oppressed  Colonies. 

“The  Committee  appointed  at  the  general  County  meeting  on  the 
29th  of  June  last,  having  met  here  this  day,  and  taking  into  their  con- 
sideration the  4th  Resolution  as  to  the  convening  the  Representatives 
of  this  Government  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  persons  to  attend  a 
Congress  proposed  for  the  Colonies  in  general,  are  of  opinion  that 
such  a convention  of  the  Representatives  should  be  as  soon  or  con- 
veniently may,  and  beg  leave  to  propose  the  first  day  of  August  next 
for  that  purpose,  and  Newcastle  as  the  place  of  meeting,  and  hope 
that  it  will  have  your  approbation,  and  in  full  confidence  thereof  re- 
quest the  favor  of  you  as  Speaker  to  write  circular  Letters  to  the 
Representatives  of  the  people  of  this  Government  to  meet  at  that  day 
and  place,  or  on  such  other  short  day  as  you  may  think  will  be  more 
convenient. 

Convinced  of  your  Zeal  for  American  Liberty  we  rest  assured  that 
you  will  comply  with  the  earnest  wishes  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
County  to  procure  an  appointment  of  a Committee  to  represent  the 
whole  Government  at  the  general  Cengress  whenever  they  may  meet. 

We  enclose  with  this  divers  Letters  addressed  to  you  as  Speaker, 
and  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  which  the  Committee  opened 
agreeable  to  your  request.  Those  from  Boston  were  answered  by  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  a copy  of  which  answer  we  send  you 
with  40  printed  Subscription  Papers  for  your  County,  and  Sussex,  part 
of  which  we  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  transmit  to  that  County  speedily, 
and  are  Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servants. 


41  Read,  George.  A.  L.  S.  i jj  pages,  large  folio.  July 
1 3 , 1774.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  as  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Delaware,  with  address. 

An  important  lethr  on  the  same  subjects  as  the  preceding. 
It  illustrates  how  the  pot  was  kept  boiling  in  opposition  to 
taxation  without  representation.  This  %vas  really  the  first  real 
opposition  by  Delaware  against  British  tyranny. 

“ This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Express  together  with  a Letter 
addressed  to  you  as  Speaker  requesting  a Call  of  the  Members  of  As- 
sembly in  consequence  of  the  4th  resolution  of  the  people  here.  I was 
at  Wilmington  yesterday  and  got  40  blank  Subscriptions  struck  off  for 
the  use  of  your  county  and  that  of  Sussex,  I also  send  you  such  pub- 
lick  Letters  as  have  been  rec’d  since  I saw  you  last.  We  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  write  answers  to  any  other  than  those  from  Boston  un- 
til Deputies  for  the  Congress  shou’d  be  appointed.  A copy  of  which 
was  drawn  yesterday  to  be  sent  you.  * * * I am  informed  by 

Private  Letter  from  Philada-  of  the  9th  instant,  that  a Proclamation 
was  published  in  the  York  Paper,  which  has  been  issued  by  Gen'-  Gage, 
wherein  he  forewarns  all  people  in  his  Government  from  signing  any 
Agreement  for  the  Nonimportation  of  British  goods  as  they  will  an- 
swer it  at  their  Peril,  he  undertakes  to  call  all  such  agreements  traiter- 
ous,  hostile  & rebellious  and  strictly  enjoins  and  Commands  all  civil 
Magistrates  Sheriffs  &c  to  apprehend  any  and  all  such  People  who 
may  have  Signed  any  such  Agreement  and  to  confine  them  in  order 
that  they  may  be  tried  for  it,”  &c. 

READ’S  LETTER  ON  THE  DEATH  OF  MONTGOMERY 
AND  DEFEAT  OF  ARNOLD. 

42  Read,  George.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Jan.  19,  1775.  To  Caesar 
Rodney,  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Delaware.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

A highly  important  historical  letter , mentioning  the  Death 
of  Genet  al  Montgomery  and  Defeat  of  General  Benedict 
Arnold  before  Quebec.  Also  mentions  that  Cottgress  has 
called  upon  hint  to  attend  that  body  immediately  at  Philadel- 
phia on  very  pressing  business . 

11 1 have  just  rec’d  Letters  from  Messr3  Andw  Allen  & Wm  Hooper 
requesting  your  attendance  and  mine  immediately  at  Congress  as 
there  is  business  of  the  last  importance  depending  particularly  a 
motion  the  general  Tener  of  which  is  to  declare  the  Principles  on 
which  America  has  hitherto  acted  and  those  which  they  are  disposed 
still  to  proceed  on,  they  are  extremely  pressing  and  I totally  unpro- 
vided as  to  my  business  here  have  determined  to  be  at  Philada  this 
Evening  and  should  be  glad  you  wou’d  come  up  immediately.  I last 
Evening  gor  a Verbal  Acco1  which  may  be  depended  upon  that 
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Read,  George — ( Continued .) 

Gen1  Montgomery  stormed  Quebec  ye  28th  or  29th  of  Decr  and  after 
passing  the  2d  Entrenchnfl  and  Attempting  ye  3d  & last  was  killed 
with  our  fr<t  McPherson,  that  happen’d  at  the  upper  Town.  Arnold 
attacked  the  lower  Toun,  in  the  onset  had  his  leg  broke,  and  was 
carried  off  but  upon  Montgomery’s  falling,  Donald  Campbell  ye 
Quar  Master  took  the  Command  with  his  rank  of  Col 0 & retreated 
with  that  part  of  the  Army  without  interruption  as  Carleton  immedi- 
ately proceeded  with  his  whole  force  to  the  lower  Town  and  then  sur- 
rounded and  took  Prisoners  most  if  not  all  Arnold’s  Men,  an  un- 
lucky stroke.  Montgomery  & McPherson  were  buried  with  Honours 
of  War  and  Carlton  treats  the  Prisoners  well,  but  there  are  great 
doubts  whether  we  shall  retain  our  Situation  in  Canada.  Some  extra- 
ordinary Exertions  are  necessary,  fail  not  to  come  up  immediately  & 
bring  some  Gold  with  you.” 

43  Read,  George.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  March  6,  1776.  To 
Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

Written  in  the  year  of  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

“ The  state  of  the  publick  business  in  Congress  has  been  such  that 
I cou’d  not  leave  this  place  with  Propriety  for  these  two  days  past  thov 
truly  little  has  been  done  in  them  particularly  the  Marine  Committee 
is  so  wanting  in  Attending  Members  that  for  2 Evenings  past  we  could 
not  procure  a sufficient  Number  to  proceed  to  business,  it  is  proposed 
to  supply  some  vacancies  this  day  if  Congress  shall  be  prevailed  on  to 
attend  to  it,  and  I firmly  resolve  ou  leaving  this  place  on  the  morrow 
to  attend  our  House  of  Assembly  to  whom  I beg  you  to  excuse  me, 
whether  Mr  McKean  will  go  down  I know  not  he  has  not  given  me 
his  Answer.  We  have  nothing  new  here  save  that  the  Assembly  of 
this  Province  yesterday  voted  2 Battalions  of  1500  men  in  the  whole  to 
be  raised  for  the  particular  defense  of  the  Province.” 

44  Read,  George.  A.  L S.  2 pages,  large  folio.  May  10. 

1 776.  To  Caesar  Rodney  and  Thos.  McKean,  with  address. 

Written  in  the  ycor  of  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. The  letter  is  an  important  ore.  and  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  action  of  the  Frigates  “ Roebuck"  and  ' Liverpool ” 
in  the  Delazuarc  near  Reedy  Island , and  how  their  project 
was  defeated  bv  Row  Gallies  commanded  by  the  Continentals. 
The  letter , however,  is  damaged , the  upper  and  outside  mar- 
gins being  gnawed  away  into  the  text  by  rats. 

“ The  Committee  of  Safety  now  here  thought  it  to  benecessarv  that 
you  shou’d  be  acquainted  with  the  situation  [at]  the  Magazine  at 
Lewes  to  exert  your  influence  for  an  [immediate]  supply  of  powder 
and  Lead  which  I suppose  must  be  by  [Land]  as  the  Roebuck  and 
Liverpool  Frigates  will  probably  continue  [as]  high  up  the  river  as 
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Read,  George — ( Continued. ) 

Reedy  Island,  this  morning  they  are  in bite  below  New  Castle, 

and  though  the  Row  Gallies  have  proceeded]  down  from  Xteen 
Creek’s  Mouth  about  2 hours  ago  I am  [told]  the  high  wind  now 
blowing  will  prevent  their  acting  -----  in  that  cove.  We  have  had 
warm  cannonnading  between  [these]  Ships  & Galleys  these  2 daj's 
past  all  within  our  View,  great  bravery  and  intrepedity  was  shown  on 
the  part  of  our  people  who  compelled  the  two  ships  to  retire  not  much 
to  their  [credit]  but  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  Ships  are  afraid  that 
the  Galleys  shon’d  get  between  them,  young  Cap1-  Houston  lead  the 
Van.” 

45  Read,  George.  A.  L S.  folio.  New  Castie,  June  25,  1776. 
Signed  also  by  John  McKinly,  James  Latimer  and  James 
Rench.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

Wtiilen  in  the  year  of  the  Signing ■ of  the  Declaration  of 
/adept  ndeuce.  Advocating  the  calling  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Delaware  to  act  on 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  then  before  Congress. 

‘‘We  have  just  rec’d  your  letter  addressed  to  G.  Read  and  must 
approve  of  your  intention  to  stay  a few  days  in  Sussex  to  compleat 
the  business  you  have  begun,  but  submit  to  your  Consideration  the 
Apparent  Necessity  of  the  House  of  Assembly’s  Meeting  on  some  day 
this  Week  and  if  that  be  on  Saturday  Morning  it  may  Answer  a good 
end  particularly  as  to  the  Quota  of  Militia  demanded  by  Congress 
from  the  Government  and  devising  some  ways  & Means  of  supply- 
ing or  procuring  a restitution  of  the  Arms  taken  by  Congress  lately 
imported,  for  the  use  of  a part  of  that  Quota  of  Men  to  be  furnished 
from  hence,  this  ought  to  be  acted  upon  before  we  return  to  Congress, 
as  to  the  making  up  of  a house  if  Col°  Moore  returns,  which  he 
promised  to  do,  it  may  be  accomplished.  The  Speaker  upon  recollec- 
tion must  know  that  the  several  parts  of  the  business  referred  by 
Congress  to  ye  1st  of  July  may  take  up  a length  of  time  that  the 
Delegates  of  this  Governnh  cannot  say  when  they  can  attend  another 
Meeting  of  the  house,  what  I allude  to  particularly  is  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  therefore  we  hope  the  members  below  will  attend  you 
up.  This  is  our  opinion  which  we  submit  to  them  and  you.” 

REED  IS  ANXIOUS  ABOUT  THE  LOSS  ON  LONG 

ISLAND. 

46  Read,  George.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  41.0.  Aug.  31,  1778. 
To  Brigadier  General  Rodney,  with  address. 

Written  in  the  year  of  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  a fine  historical  letter , about  the  doings  of 
the  House  op  Assembly  of  Delaware. 
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Read,  George  —{Continued,. ) 

“ The  Convention  have  passed  a Vote  of  Credit  for  £(roo,  to  be  paid 
into  the  Col's  hands  [Col  Patterson]  for  the  purchase  of  Blankets, 
Bayonets,  & paynP  of  Quarters,  this  with  some  other  provisions  for 
hastening  the  March  of  the  Battalion  is  all  that  has  been  done  here 
as  yet.  The  dispute  as  to  the  Sussex  representation  in  Convention 
took  up  all  our  time  ’till  Friday  noon,  the  forming  rules,  Tests  &c  was 
not  finished  ’till  the  noon  of  this  day  and  we  are  now  sitting  by  Candle 
Tight.  I inclose  you  a recommendation  of  Will : Millan  for  pay- 
master which  you  make  in  Congress  when  you  think  proper.  Mr. 
McKean  has  been  absent  since  yesterday  Noon,  his  son  being  sick  at 
Mr  Thompson’s.  Your  Hble  Serv1  is  in  the  Chair  which  he  wants  Size 
as  well  as  Capacity  to  fill.  We  have  nothing  new  here  but  are  im- 
patiently waiting  to  hear  the  particulars  of  the  late  loss  on  Long 
Island.” 

READ  ON  DELAWARE’S  DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS. 

47  Read,  George.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  large  folio.  New 
Castle,  Sept  17,  1776.  To  Brig.-Gen.  Rodney,  with  ad- 
dress. 

Written  in  the  year  0/  the  signing  of  the  Dtdaration  of  In- 
dependence\ and  a highly  important  document  outlining  Dela- 
ware’s  Declaration  of  Rights. 

“ I admit  your  censure  for  not  keeping  up  the  correspondence  which 
you  were  justly  entitled  to  from  me,  but  it  really  proceeded  from  a 
desire  I had  to  give  you  some  satisfactory  acco1-  of  the  business  we 
have  been  more  particularly  engaged  in  to  wit  ye  Declaration  of 
Rights  and  the  plan  of  GovernnF,  as  to  the  first  it  has  been  completed 
some  days  past  but  there  being  nothing  particular  in  it,  I did  not  think 
it  an  object  of  much  curiosity,  it  is  made  out  of  ye  Pensil vania  & Mary- 
land Draughts,  A Committee  appointed  for  preparing  ye  Plan  of 
Govt,  had  drawn  up  one,  but  it  has  undergone  such  daily  Amendmts 
ye  it  cou’d  have  been  little  satisfactory  toihave  known  ye  Ist  State  of 
it,  The  Gen1  heads  of  it  at  present  are  that  ye  Legislature  is  to  con- 
sist of  2 branches,  A Council  & Assembly,  The  Ist  of  9 Members  3 for 
each  County,  ye  lowest  in  Vote  to  go  out  after  ye  Ist  year,  and  so  of 
ye  rest,  but  may  be  re-chosed,  ye  2d  branch  of  7 Members  chosen  an- 
nually, A President  to  be  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of  the  both  houses 
for  3 yrs.  and  inilegible  for  ye  3 next  years,  to  have  ye  Executive 
powers  of  Gov*  & in  case  of  death  &c  yQSpeaker  of  ye  Council  to  act 
in  his  Stead,  to  Embody  ye  Militia  with  ye  consent  of  ye  Council  & 
then  have  the  sole  Command,  Delegates  to  Congress  to  be  Chosen  by 
joint  ballot  of  both  Houses,  3 Judges  of  ye  Supre  Co1  to  be  chosen  by 
Presid*  & 2 Houses  by  joint  ballot  duriug  good  behaviour  & hold  no 
other  office,  Judge  of  Admiralty  to  be  chosen  by  the  same,  4 or  5 Jus- 
tices of  ye  Common  Pleas  & OrpnS  Co4  to  be  chosen  by  Presid1  & 
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Read,  George— ( Continued. ) 

ye  Council  during  good  behaviour  & excluded  from  other  office,  Secre- 
tary, Atty  Gen1,  Register  for  Probate  of  Wills  & Register  in  Chancery, 
Clks  of  Comon  Pleas,  Orpli3  Cots  & of  ye  Peace  by  ye  Presidt  & Coun- 
cil for  7 years  if  of  good  behaviour,  House  of  Assembly  to  nominate 
24  psons  for  Justices  of  ye  Peace  whereof  Presid1  & Council  to  appoint 
12  during  Pleasure,  ye  Members  of  Council  to  be  Justices  of  ye  Peace 
thro’  ye  whole  State,  Just,  of  Common  Pleas  Conservators  thereof  in 
their  Counties,  Co1  of  Chancery  as  heretofore  ’till  future  Provision  of 
ye  Legislature,  Shffs  & Coroners  as  formerly,  President  to  Appoint 
one  of  ye  2 Candidates.  Cot  of  Appeal  to  Consist  of  President  for 
time  being  & 6 others  during  good  behaviour,  3 of  which  to  be  named 
by  each  house,  Clk.  of  Supr  Co*  to  be  appointed  by  Ch.  Justice  & re- 
corder of  Deeds  by  Justices  of  Common  Pleas  for  7 years  good  be- 
haviour, Person  inilegible  to  either  House  of  Geni  Assembly,  Justices 
of  Supreme  & Common  Pleas  Cots  Secretary,  Trustees  of  Loan  Offices 
& Prothonotaries,  Officers  of  Army  & Navy  of  ye  United  States,  Offi- 
cers of  Armv  & Navy  of  the  State  & all  other  Officers  before  must, 
accepting  such  Officers  to  Vacate  their  Seats  & new  Election  ordered, 
Gen1  Assembly  to  Appoint  Officers  of  Army  & Navy,  Members  of 
ye  Legislature  or  pson  in  Office  to  swear  or  Affirm  Allegiance  to 
ye  State  & Submission  to  its  Constitution  & its  Laws.  No  Importa- 
tion of  Slaves  from  Africa  & none  to  be  brot  into  ve  State  from  Else- 
where for  Sale.  General  Election  at  time  & places  as  heretofore  ex- 
cept as  to  ye  first  one  not  fixed  as  to  time  as  yet.  These  are  ye  prin- 
cipal heads  of  what  the  Members  who  are  now  all  around  me,  are 
transcribing  for  report  & discussion,  there  is  yet  great  appearance  of 
harmony.  I hope  it  will  continue.  * * * Capt  Latimer  has 

Col°  Collins’s  Draught  011  you  for  D500,  which  you  must  procure  for 
him  immediately  without  excuse  if  so  much  private  or  publick 
monies  in  ye  hands  of  Whig  or  Tory  in  Philada  City.” 

48  Read,  George.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Wilmington,  Oct.  9, 
1776.  To  Brigadier-General  Rodney,  with  address. 

Written  in  the  year  of  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. In  reference  to  the  suffering  in  the  Delaware 
Battalion  for  the  zvant  of  clothing,  blankets  and  medicine. 

“ I had  a letter  from  C01  Bedford  of  the  first  instant  in  which  he 
mentions  the  State  of  the  Delaware  Battalion,  to  wit,  abo1  70  men 
wanting  to  complete  the’regiment,  roo  sick  who  suffer  much  for  want 
of  Medicine  & mauyiother  things  that  upon  the  whole  it  has  been  a 
hard  & discouraging  Campaign,  that  he  himself  had  been  unwell  from 
time  to  time  but  had  lost  no  duty,  that  Co1  Haslet  and  Major  McDon- 
ough are  both  unwell,  the  Co1  in  the  country  5 miles  distance  these  3 
wks  past,  that  he,  Co1  Bedford,  is  confined  to  ye  Camp  otherwise  he 
should  have  come  down  to  provide  Winter  cloatliing  & Blankets,  of 
the  last  they  want  near  200,  having  rec’d  this  account  I thought  it 


Read,  George — ( Continued .) 

necessary  to  be  transmitted  to  you  that  your  Branch  of  the  Council  of 
Safety  with  the  Committee  of  Inspection  might  use  their  endeavors  to 
collect  Blankets  and  every  Species  of  Clothing  within  their  Circuit, 
that  every  encouragement  may  be  given  to  the  Soldiers  in  ye  delaware 
Battalion.” 

49  Read,  George.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Wilmington,  Oct.  16, 

1 776.  To  Brigadier-General  Rodney,  with  address. 

Written  in  the  year  of  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. In  reference  to  clothing  the  Delaware  Battalion. 

“ I have  yours  of  the  4th  wherein  you  Query  where  money  is  to  be 
had  for  payment  of  ye  clothes  & Blankets  to  be  procured  for  the  Dela- 
ware Battalion,  I presume  it  may  be  obtained  from  Congress  as  soon 
as  one  or  more  of  the  Officers  shall  be  sent  from  Camp  upon  this  Er- 
rand, It  seems  it  was  given  out  in  Orders  before  Parson  Montgomery 
left  Camp,  that  2 Officers  from  each  Regiment  should  be  sent  for  this 
purpose  and  as  Col°  Haslet  is  recovr(1  tho’  not  join’d  the  regiment  yet, 
when  he  does,  probably  Bedford  will  be  one,  however  at  all  events  the 
House  of  Assembly  when  they  meet  on  application  will  make  some 
immediate  Provision.  At  a Meeting  of  our  Council  of  Safety  on  Mon- 
day last  we  issued  a recommendation  to  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection  in  each  Hundred  of  this  County  to  contract  for 
and  collect  all  the  blankets,  Rinen  & Woollens  fit  for  Soldiers  use  and 
that  the  Council  of  Safety  would  use  the  most  speedy  means  to  pro' 
vide  for  the  payment,  but  as  we  are  near  Philada  this  County  is  over- 
run with  a number  of  Hucksters  who  are  perpetually  prowling  among 
us  picking  up  every  article  of  the  sort.” 

50  Read,  George.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Oct.,  1776.  To  Brigadier 
General  Rodney,  with  address. 

Written  in  the  year  of  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  In  reference  to  the  drafting  of  the  Declaration 
of  Rights  of  the  State  of  Delaware . 

“ Our  business  has  been  delayed  in  Convention  by  the  death  of  Mr3 
Thompson,  the  Sister  of  Mr  McKean,  who  was  buried  today.  Mr. 
McKean’s  eldest  Son  lies  dangerously  ill  at  Mr  Thompson’s  house  and 
I know  not  when  he  can  attend.  A Committee  of  Ten  is  employed  in 
the  drafting  a declaration  of  Rights,  the  rest  of  the  Members  from 
Kent  & Sussex  are  getting  impatient.  Doctor  Ridgely  is  returned 
home  sick,  such  is  the  situation  of  Matters  here.  I am  much  obliged 
to  you  for  the  intelligence  you  gave  in  the  Tetter  by  Major  Neill  all 
of  which  has  been  Communicated,  but  what  relates  to  Gen1  Sullivan’s 
Errand,  from  every  thing  I have  been  able  to  discover  as  yet  the 
Members  of  Convention  seem  disposed  to  do  everything  to  forward 
the  General  Measures  of  Opposition.” 
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51  Read,  George.  A.  L.  S folio.  New  Castle,  May  10,. 

1777.  To  Brigadier  General  Rodney,  with  address. 

His  opinion  on  a It  gal  question. 

52  Read,  George.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  Nov.  1, 

1777,  with  A.  D.  S.  (inclosure),  4to,  in  the  form  of  a letter. 
Dover,  Nov.  1,  1 777.  To  Major  General  Rodney. 

“I  inclose  you  a Copy  of  certain  Resolutions  entered  into  by  the 
Legislative  Council  of  the  State  with  the  Approbation  of  thirteen  of 
the  Members  of  the  Assembly  signified  by  their  subscribing  the  same, 
as  they  could  nor  did  not  form  a House  to  do  Legislative  Acts.  The 
critical  Situation  of  the  State,  having  the  Enemy  on  its  borders  with- 
out any  Armed  force  to  repel  their  Attacks  induced  the  Council  to 
adopt  the  Measures  contained  in  the  Resolutions  afs?  therefor  I must 
request  you  forthwith  to  proceed  in  the  nomination  of  the  Officers, 
and  raising  of  the  Quota  of  Militia  assigned  for  Kent  County  agree- 
able to  the  Scheme  and  General  Orders  of  Mr  President  McKean  of 
the  14  of  October  last  transmitted  to  you,  and  that  you  do  appoint  a 
Commissary  to  supply  them  with  Rations  of  lib  Meat,  ilb  Bread  or 
Flour,  and  ]/2  a Gill  of  Brandy  or  Whisky  per  Man  per  day,  3 Pecks 
of  Potatoes  for  6 men  per  Week,  or  other  Vegetables  in  Proportion,  1 
Gill  of  Salt,  per  Man,  per  Week,  and  5lb  Candles  for  50  men  per  Week 
for  Guards  &c.  These  Militia  when  raised  are  to  be  employed  under 
your  Direction  and  Order  in  protecting  and  defending  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  State  and  their  Property  from  the  attacks  and  Depredations  of 
the  Enemy,  in  preventing  and  putting  a Stop  to  all  Traffick  or  Inter- 
course with  the  Enemy  and  generally  in  opposing  and  distressing  the 
Enemy  by  every  way  and  means,  and  also  to  aid  the  Civil  Magistrate 
when  called  upon,  in  the  due  Execution  of  the  Laws,”  &c. 

The  autograph  document , signed , accompanying  this  letter, 
is  an  order  on  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  of  the  County 
of  Kent  to  pay  to  Brig.-Gen.  Dagworthy  £500  for  the  pay  of 
the  militia. 

READ  SAYS  WASHINGTON  THINKS  THE  BRITISH 
WANT  TO  ESTABLISH  A POST  AT  WILMINGTON. 

53  Read,  George.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4L0.  Dover,  Dec.  21, 
1777.  To  Major  General  Rodney. 

A very  important  historical  letter  in  reference  to  preventing 
the  British  from  establishing  a post  at  Wilmington , Delaware. 

“ I have  this  Moment  received  Information  by  Letter  from  His  Ex- 
cellency General  Washington,  that  he  has  Reason  to  believe  that  the 
Enemy  mean  to  establish  a Post  at  Wilmington  for  the  Purpose  of 
countenancing  the  Disaffected  in  the  Delaware  State,  drawing  Sup- 
plies from  our  Country,  and  securing  a Post  upon  the  Delaware  River, 
during  the  Winter  ; that  he  has  detached  General  Smallwood  with  a 
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Read,  George — ( Continued ) 

respectable  Continental  Force  to  take  Post  at  Wilmington,  but  this 
he  apprehends  may  not  be  adequate  to  the  Business,  therefore  he  ex- 
pects that  I will  call  out  as  many  Militia  of  this  State  as  I possibly 
can  to  rendezvous  without  Loss  of  Time  at  Wilmington  and  putthem- 
selves  under  the  Command  of  General  Smallwood.  In  Consequence 
of  the  Application  I most  desire  that  you  will  forthwith  issue  your 
Orders  to  the  Officers  of  the  Militia,  particular!  v of  your  Count}’,  to 
examine  into  the  State  of  the  Arms  & Accoutrements  of  the  Men, 
that  the  same  be  put  into  the  best  Order  that  your  Circumstances  will 
admit  and  be  prepared  to  march  upon  the  first  Notice.  The  General 
Assembly  have  ordered  that  the  Six  Hundred  Militia,  directed  to  be 
raised  by  the  Resolution  of  Council  of  the  29th  of  October  last,  should 
be  continued  for  other  two  months  in  the  Service  of  the  State,  there- 
fore I desire  that  you  would  issue  your  Orders  for  Compleating  the 
Companies,  particularly  those  of  Kent  County.  As  I expect  you  will, 
upon  the  first  Notice  of  the  Enemy’s  Attempt  to  seize  the  Post  at 
Wilmington  order  the  March  of  that  Corps  of  Men  as  well  as  such 
part  of  the  Militia  of  Kent  as  may  be  got  together.  I rely  on  your 
paying  a particular  Attention  to  the  State  of  the  whole  Militia  and 
issuing  such  Orders  as  you  may  deem  necessary  for  complying  with 
the  Regulations  of  General  Washington,  and  in  Case  of  ordering 
forth  the  whole  Militia  I would  recommend  the  mode  presented  in  the 
Act  for  establishing  a Militia,  in  the  State  for  making  a Signal  of 
Alarm,  to  be  adopted,  that  we  may  have  it  in  our  Power  to  punish 
Delinquents,”  &c. 

54  Read,  George.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  half  past  four 
Monday  afternoon,  no  date  (1778).  To  Major-General 
Rodney,  with  address. 

“ Capts  West  & Clark  just  from  the  Cross  Roads  bring  intelligence 
that  a considerable  body  of  the  Enemy  supposed  to  be  700  landed  this 
Morning  about  Liston's  Highlands  and  were  on  their  march  up  the 
Thoroughfare  Neck.it  is  highly  expedient  that  Col0  Pope  repair  immedi- 
ately to  the  Cross  Roads  in  Order  to  secure  the  Cloathing  &c  there  be- 
longing to  his  Battalion,  and  that  you  forthwith  give  Orders  for  the  As- 
sembling of  the  Militia,  Col0  Collin’s  is  doing  a part  of  the  business 
here  and  will  set  out  for  the  Cross  Roads  in  a few  minutes.” 

55  Read,  George.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  New  Castle,  March  23, 
1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

‘‘Dawson  your  express  will  deliver  you  a Cannister  of  Tea  which 
Mrs.  Read  procured  for  you  some  time  since,  no  opportunity  having 
offered  for  sending  it  to  you  previous  to  this,  the  Cannister  is  a bor- 
rowed one  and  I am  charged  with  the  return  of  it,”  &c. 

56  Read,  George.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Cross  Roads,  June  7, 
1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

‘‘  We  are  drinking  fruit  Punch.  I cou’d  wish  your  health  was  such 
as  wou’d  admit  of  the  like  indulgence  on  your  part.” 
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57  Read,  George.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio.  New  Castle, 
August  11th,  1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

A fine  personal  letter  pleading  for  the  pardon  of  two  men 
convicted  of  stealing  hogs , and  mentions  the  case  of  the  schooner 
Fortune . 

“I  have  a line  from  Mr.  McKean  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  Appeal 
from  Admiralty  Courts  to  Congress  informing  me  that  Monday,  the 
23d  of  January  is  fixed  for  a hearing  on  the  Appeal  of  the  case  of  the 
Schooner  Fortune,  this  is  rather  too  early  a day  for  me  as  it  is  the 
Monday  after  our  Court  but  1 must  submit  as  a prior  time  was  fixed 
and  Notice  sent  me,  but  on  my  representation  postponed,  how  capable 
in  point  of  health  I may  be  is  very  uncertain,  my  present  feelings  do 
not  indicate  a speedy  recovery  but  I mean  to  go  up  if  possible  tho’  I 
loose  the  pleasure  of  your  Company  here  abo4  that  time,  Mrs.  Read 
will  find  you  House  room  and  if  necessary  Nurse  you.  ’ ’ 

58  Read,  George.  A.  L.  S.  4 pages,  4to.  Newcastle,  Jan. 
10,  1798.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

A lonr  and  interesting  letter  giving  his  view  of  the  Bill 
passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  prevent  the  issuing  of 
any  more  War/  ants  to  take  up  Land.  Of  the  Land  Office  Act, 
he  quotes  numerous  cases  and  legal  decisions  as  to  the  legality 
and  soundness  of  such  measures , and  gives  his  reasons  for  ob- 
jecting to  or  sanctioning  the  same. 

59  Read,  George  A.  D.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  Nov. 

17th,  1764. 

His  address  to  the  Justices,  Grand  Jury  and  Assessors, 
Members  of  the  Levy  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent , presenting 
his  charge  of  £20  for  set  vices  in  the  office  of  Attorney - 
General. 

60  R;  ad,  George.  A.  D.  S.  (with  initials),  small  4to,  and 

A.  D.  with  name  in  the  body,  small  4to.  2 pieces 

The  former  is  inquiring  of  Gen.  Caesar  Rodney  the  price 

of  gun  locks , and  the  latter  is  an  advertisement  for  the  Dover 
Rost,  inquiring  for  the  whereabouts  of  Hugh  Me  Cracken , who 
had  a letter  and  a bundle  for  him. 

61  Read,  George.  D.  S.  small  4to.  Dec.  20,  1777.  To 
the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent  County. 

An  order  for  the  salary  of  Thos.  McKean , with  McKean's 
autograph  receipt,  signed,  on  the  back. 
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62  Rodney,  Caesar.  Signer  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. Was  born  in  Dover,  Delaware,  Oct.  7,  1728,  and 
died  there  June  29,  1784.  His  grandfather,  William  Rod- 
ney, came  from  Bristol,  England,  to  Philadelphia,  soon  after 
William  Penn,  and  located  at  Lewes  on  the  Delaware, 
where,  in  1689,  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Sussex  County; 
he  afterwards  served  as  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  in  1698 
was  a member  of  William  Penn’s  Council  Caesar  inherited 
a large  estate  from  his  father;  he  occupied  many  offices  of 
trust,  took  part  in  the  French  and  Indian  War,  a delegate 
to  the  Stamp  Act  Congress  of  1765.  He  was  appointed 
with  Thos.  McKean  and  George  Read  to  formulate  an  ad- 
dress to  the  King  against  the  Tea  Tax.  He  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Delaware,  and  it  was  he  who 
issued  the  cail  as  Speaker  of  the  House  for  the  people  to 
meet  at  New  Castle,  Aug.  1,  1774.  to  select  delegates  to 
the  Congress  of  1774.  He  was  Brigader-General  of  the 
Delaware  Militia  in  the  Revolution,  and  he  made  the  famous 
ride  through  thunder,  lightning  and  rain  to  Philadelphia  to 
take  part  in  the  vote  of  Congress  for  a Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, and  it  was  his  affirmative  vote  which  secured  the 
consent  of  the  Delaware  delegates  to  that  measure.  He 
was  elected  President  of  Delaware  in  1778. 

A specimen  of  his  fancy  handwriting  on  a 4to  sheet  when 
a boy  of  1 5 years  at  the  school  of  James  Vidal. 

See  facsimile. 

Art  interesting  relic  of  the  great  patriot. 

63  Rodney,  Caesar.  Autograph  Poem  of  8 lines.  Signed. 
Small  4to. 

This  was  written  as  a school  boy.  ft  is  very  interesting  as 
showing  his  trend  tozvard  the  poetic  muse. 

“ The  Highest  flood  the  lowest  Ebb 
the  finest  Down  the  Softest  Bed 
The  longest  Nights  the  Shortest  Days 
the  Silent  tongue  the  Wisest  saj^s 
They  that  Interprates  these  four  lines 
Before  that  I walk  Seven  Miles 
A quart  of  Rum  Shall  be  their  fee 
Or  Else  shall  Pay  a Pint  to  me.” 

64  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  I..  S.  small  4to.  Oct.  15,  1759. 
To  John  Biddle,  Philadelphia. 

Forwarding  money  with  John  Biddle's  receipt  for  the  same . 
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65  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Jan.  8,  1763.  [To 
Daniel  Rodney,  his  brother.] 

This  is  a scathing  letter  of  rebuke  probably  to  his  brother 
Daniel,  zvho  was  leading  a dissolute  life.  It  pleads  zvith  him 
to  ann  ua'  his  zvays,  and  make  a man  of  himself.  On  the  back 
it  ts  endorsed  in  the  Autograph  of  Thomas  Rodney: 

“ The  letter  was  no  doubt  intended  to  my  brother,  Dani  who  soon 
after  married  Contra  the  advice  of  his  mother  and  suffer’d  as  he  fore- 
boded, but  not  long  for  he  died  as  I believe  happy.  Yet  this  is  left  as 
a Memorial  of  the  danger  of  disregarding  the  good  advice  of  near  & 
Affectionate  friends.  T.  R.” 

The  letter  has  tzvo  pieces  torn  from  the  outer  margin  par- 
tial/)1 injuring  the  text.  I quote  a portion  of  the  letter: 

“ Ever  since  you  come  to  man’s  age,  You  have  conducted  your  Self 
in  Such  an  Idle,  indolent  manner,  as  has,  and  still  doth  Give  your 
friends  great  concern,  And  will  in  the  long  run  tend  to  make  you 
miserable.  But  with  astonishment  I have  heard  of  and  Beheld  your, 
late  practices.  Which  are  uudouglitedly  the  product  of  A Mean,  Base 
and  groveling  mind.  Or  you  could  not  have  had  such  Low  desires; 
or  made  so  mean  Attempts,  As  the  matching  with  such  Poor,  base, 
lew’d  and  even  rude  company,  as  yon  have  made  your  choice.  Let 
me  tell  you  that  this  kind  of  behaviour,  will  not  only  bring  upon  You, 
the  disaffection,  disregard,  and  neglect  of  all  your  Relatives,  But  the 
Contempt,  and  Abhorance  of  every  virtuous  and  noble  minded  per- 
son,” &c. 

RODNEY  AS  DELEGATE  TO  THE  STAMP  ACT  CON- 
GRESS OF  1765. 

66  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  gto.  New  York,  Oct.  7, 
1765.  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

A fine  letter , and  interesting  from  the  fact  that  he  mentions 
the  Stamp  Act  Congress,  of  zvhich  he  zvas  a member. 

“ I just  Rec’d  yours  with  a List  of  the  Election,  but  have  not  time 
to  Answer  that  part.  The  Congress  Will  not  End  in  LESS  than 
Eight  or  ten  Days,  therefore  Don’t  Expect  to  be  at  home  till  the 
Assembly  Ends  at  New  Castle.  You  say  several  have  died  since  I left 
Kent.  If  it  be  necessary  to  Grant  Letters,  Call  upon  Doctr  Ridgelv. 
If  they  Want  a Will  proved  they  must  Wait.  Make  my  Compliments 
to  the  Doctr  and  Mr  Vining  and  tell  them  I Expected  to  hear  from 
them.  * * * P.  S.  Take  good  Care  of  the  Office.  No  News.” 

RODNEY  OUTLINES  THE  PURPOSES  OF  CALLING 
THE  STAMP  ACT  CONGRESS  IN  NEW  YORK,  1765. 

67  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L S.  3 pages,  4to  New  York, 
Oct.  20,  1765.  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address.  See 
FACSIMILE. 
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Rodney,  Caesar — ( Continued . ) 

An  exceptionally  fine  and  important  historical  letter,  out- 
lining the  purpose  of  the  Stamp t Act  Congress,  it  has  the 
true  t ing  of  the  great  patriot  he  was,  and  afteiward  proved. 

“ When  I Wrote  you  last  I Expected  the  Congress  Wou’d  have 
Ended  in  8 or  10  days  from  that  time,  but  Contrary  to  Expectation 
We  have  Not  Yet  finished.  You,  and  many  others,  perhaps  are  Sur- 
prised to  think  We  Should  Set  So  long  When  the  business  of  our 
Meeting  Seemed  Only  to  be  the  Petitioning  the  King  and 
Remonstrating  to  both  house  of  Parliament.  But  When 
you  Consider  That  We  are  Petitioning  & Addressing  that 
august  Body  the  great  Legislative  of  the  Empire  for  Re- 
dress of  Grievances.  That  in  order  to  point  out  the  Griev- 
ances it  Was  likewise  Necessary  to  Set  forth  the  Liberty 
We  have,  and  ought  to  Enjoy  (as  freeborn  Englishmen) 
ACCORDING  TO  THE  BRITISH  CONSTITUTION.  THIS  WE  SET  ABOUT 

To  Do  by  Way  of  Declaration,  in  the  Nature  of  Resolves, 

AS  A FOUNDATION  To  THE  PETITION,  AND  ADDRESSES,  AND  WAS 

one  of  the  Most  Difficult  Tasks  I ever  Yet  see  undertaken. 
As  We  had  Carefully  to  Avoid  any  Infringement  of  the 
PEROGATIVE  OF  THE  CROWN  AND  THE  POWER  OF  PARLIAMENT,  AND 

Yet  in  Duty  bound  fully  to  Assert  the  Rights  & Privileges 
of  the  Colonies.  However  After  Arguing,  and  Debating 
two  Weeks  on  Liberty,  privelege,  Perogative  Sic  &c  in  an 
Assembly  of  the  greatest  Ability  I Ever  Yet  Saw.  We  hap- 
pily FINISHED  THEM.  AND  NOW  HAVE  THE  PETITION  & ADDRESSES 

before  us.  Which  We  Expect  to  finish  in  3 or  4 Days  more 
at  Farthest  ; if  so  I shall  be  at  Newcastle  Next  Sunday,  Read}'  to 
Set  in  the  house  of  Assembly  on  Mundy.  Pray  take  Care  that  all 
Business  in  the  Office  be  Recorded  by  the  first  of  November,  that 
Requires  it.  Remember  me  to  all  at  home,  and  Make  my  Compli- 
ments To  Mr  Parke  & family,  Mr  Battle,  Mr  Wells,  & Mr  Pryor,  &c. 
I Suppose  Mr  Vining,  <&  Doctr  Will  be  at  Newcastle.  I am  Now  in 
pretty  Good  Health,  and  hope  You  have  taken  all  The  Care  You  Could 
of  My  business  in  My  Absence.  I hope  Billy  & his  family  are  Well ; 
and  Desire  You  May  go  (When  You  Recieve  this  letter)  and  Remem- 
ber My  Son  to  them.” 

RODNEY  CONTEMPLATE  GOING  TO  ENGLAND  TO 
FIND  A CURE  FOR  THE  CANCER  IN  HIS  FACE 

68  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio  Philadelphia, 
June  13,  1768.  To  his  brother,  Thos.  Rodney. 

The  autograph  draft  of  his  letter  to  his  brother,  in  which  he 
mentions j going  to  England  to  find  a cure  for  the  cancer  in 
Ins  face.  The  poor  man  suffered  great  agony  from  this  cause 
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Rodney,  Caesar — ( Continued. ) 

during  the  whole  of  his  great  career  It  urns  this  malady 
which  caused  his  death.  The  Utter  is  an  historical  one. 

“ Yours  of  the  tenth  of  this  Instant,  I received  by  Mr.  Cooper  and 
am  pleased  to  find  (by  your  Expressions  therein)  That  you  have  so 
just  a Sense  of  Love,  Duty  and  Gratitude,  and  Do  not  Doubt  (If  I am 
obliged  to  go  to  England)  by  your  Diligence  and  Honest  Attention  to 
business,  But  you  will  give  me  sufficient  proof  of  which  you  now  only 
Express,  The  Governor  not  only  Joins  with  the  Rest  of  my  friends 
in  pressing  me  hard  to  go.  Immediately  to  England.  But  has  assured 
me  that  I shall  have  Liberty  to  appoint,  (in  the  mean  time)  whom  I 
please  to  conduct  my  Offices,  upon  which  I Informed  him  that  I should 
appoint  you.  The  Governor,  Mr.  Allen,  my  Good  friend  Mr.  B.  Chew, 
&c.,  advised  me  (previous  to  my  going  to  England)  to  consult  Gov, 
ernor  Hamilton.  Accordingly  I waited  upon  him  at  Bush  Hill,  He 
said  it  was  a Cancer  and  in  a Dangerous  place,  That  he  thought  the 
only  Chance  I had  was  to  go  to  England,  But  by  no  means  to  trust  to 
any  person  here,  However  in  a few  minutes  after,  he  told  me  he  had 
a very  particular  Respect  for  me,  That  he  had  brought  over  some  of 
the  Medicines  that  were  applied  to  his  nose  with  directions  for  apply- 
ing them,  That  I should  have  what  I wanted  of  them,  to  be  applied 
under  the  direction  of  any  Doctor  I thought  proper,  And  that  he 
would  Visit  me  every  day,  during  the  operation,  That  he  might  be 
able  to  inform  me  whether  it  opperated  in  the  same  manner  as  it  Did 
with  him.  Perhaps  you  will  think  this  a greater  mark  of  friendship, 
than  I had  any  Right  to  Expect  from  Mr  Hamilton,  However  it  is 
even  so,  And  this  day  the  operation  is  to  be  begun  under  the  Care  of 
Doctr  Thos  Bird,  If  this  fails  of  making  a cure,  and  does  not  put 
me  in  a worse  Situation  than  I now  am,  I shall  go  to  England  in  two 
or  three  weeks.  I am  quite  prepared  for  the  Voige,  Except  that  I 
must  first  Return  to  Kent  to  Settle  a few  matters,  and  make  Regula- 
tions which  I should  not  chose  to  leave  undone,  I still  Retain  my 
Usual  .Spirits.  But  my  Case  is  truly  Dangerous,  and  What  will  be  the 
Event,  God  only  knows,  Make  my  complimls  to  Mr  & Mrs  Vining 
tell  Mess13  Vining  I still  hope  this  cloud  (Tho:  now  dark  and  dis- 
mal) will  one  Day  disperse,  and  I shall  have  the  pleasure  to  carry 
Polly  to  Dover,”  etc. 

69  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L S.  2 paijes,  folio.  Philadelphia, 
June  23,  176S.  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

In  this  letter  he  tells  of  the  effect  of  the  Medicine  Governor 

Hamilton  gave  him , ivhich  he  thinks  will  cure  the  cancer. 

“ My  last  Letter  to  you  was  dated  last  Monday  since  when  the 
Doctr  has  Extracted  the  hard  crusted  matter  which  had  risen  so  high, 
and  it  has  Left  a hole  I believe  Quite  to  the  Bone,  and  Extends  for 
Length  from  the  Corner  of  my  Eye  above  half  way  down  my  nose. 
.Such  a Sore  must  take  considerable  time  to  cure  up,  if  ever  it  does, 
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Rodney,  Caesar—  {Continued.) 

However.  Since  it  has  been  Extracted,  I am  perfectly  easy  as  to  any 
pain,  and  Mr.  Hamilton  (who  continues  to  see  me  every  day)  is  of 
opinion  as  well  as  the  Doctr  that  a cure  will  be  perfected,”  etc. 

70  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  D.  S.  4to.  Philadelphia,  June  24, 

1768.  To  Tlios.  Rodney,  with  address. 

On  legal  matters. 

71  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Newcastle,  Oct  18, 

1769.  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

On  personal  affairs.  A small  hole  in  the  centre  caused  by 
mice. 

72  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio.  Newcastle, 

March  14th,  1770.  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

A file  neivsy  political  letter , giving  a detailed  account  of 
the  doings  of  the  House  of  Representatives . relative  to  taking 
care  of  the  poor , building  hospitals , improving  the  roads,  &c. 

73  Rodney,  Caesar  A.  L.  S folio.  Philadelphia,  June 

12th,  1 770.  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

A fine  letter  on  personal  matters . 

74  Rodney,  Caesar  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Philadelphia, 

June  20th,  1770  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

Informs  of  the  progress  of  the  cure  for  the  cancer  in  his  face. 

"I  have  to  tell  you  I Continue  in  health.  My  Eye,  (if  the  deep 
wound  made  by  the  Powder)  is  within  a day  or  two  of  being  quite 
Cured  up.  But  the  Doctr  will  not  yet  give  me  a discharge  least  he  may 
think  it  necessary  to  make  another  Application.  He  tells  me  he  will 
determine  this  week,  and  if  there  be  no  further  Application,  I hope 
you’l  see  me  next  week,”  &c. 

75  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Dover,  March  31st, 

1772.  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

Suggest  the  employment  of  the  son  of  Jonathan  Caldwell. 

76  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Chester,  April  14th, 

1 772.  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

A long  and  humorous  letter . 

‘‘Tell  Betsey  Sims  I do  Dread  the  Spending  an  Evening  without 
one  living  Creature  to  speak  to  (Except  now  and  then,  Irish  Ned  the 
Waiter.)  That  I should  be  happy  in  hearing  her  limber  tongue  em- 
ployed in  Giving  an  history  of  the  passion  Visiting  Caps.  The  alla- 
mode  Assembly  Caps,  (which  really  are  hi-stories)  and  Better  order- 
ing and  Securing  them,  from  Vulgar  Eyes  & hands,  in  the  Band  Box, 
and  tho’  I thought  her  this  afternoon  in  the  wrong  Box,  She  so  drew 
my  attention,  that  I Intirely  forgot  to  pay  the  man  for  mending  my 
Carriage,  and  to  pay  my  Barber,”  &c. 
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77  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  May  16,  1772. 
To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

“I  am  now  so  far  Recovered  from  the  most  Severe  Plurisy  I ever 
had,  as  to  Transact  a small  matter  of  business,  I was  taken  last  Tues- 
day fortnight  in  so  Violent  a manner  that  the  Doctr  took  near  60 
ozs  of  blood  before  he  could  make  the  least  alteration  in  the  disor- 
der,” &c. 

78  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio  Nov.  23,  1772.  To 
Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

Mentioning  the  death  of  several  friends. 

“ A few  minutes  ago  our  worthy  good  neighbours  Messrs  Ridgely 
departed  this  life,  * * * last  night  John  Middleton  died,  and 

about  a week  ago  George  Painter’s  wife  died  in  Child  Bed.” 

79  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  Dec.  12,  [772. 
7 o’clock  at  night.  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 
Concerning  the  health  of  his  family  and  his  own. 

“ Let  me  know  whether  Ceasar  can  walk  yet,  & However  I am  ap- 
prehensive the  fellow  has  too  much  Beef  about  him  to  be  found  guilty 
of  any  such  piece  of  activity.” 

80  Rodney  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  4 pages,  4to.  Feb.  2,  1773. 
To  Benjamin  YVynkoop. 

His  draft  of  a letter  complaining  of  a breach  of  contract  by 
Mrs.  Vining  and  by  Wynkoop,  in  reference  to  a real  estate 
ileal 

81  Rodney,  Caesar.  A L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  June  7,  1773. 
To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

A personal  letter  on  family  affairs. 

” When  you  was  down  you  gave  me  some  intimation  concerning  an 
intention  of  marriage  in  Sally  or  Rather  an  application  to  her  on  that 
head,  the  substance  of  what  you  told  me  concerning  it,  is  in  most 
peoples  mouths  here,  Therefore  as  I have  her  Good  much  at  heart 
should  be  glad  that  you,  if  you  can  gain  information,  would  be  more 
Explicit  in  that  matter.” 

RODNEY’S  LETTER  IN  REFERENCE  TO  CALLING 
THE  REPRESENTATIVES  TO  MEET  AT  NEW- 
CASTLE AUG.  1,  1774,  TO  CHOOSE  DELEGATES 
TO  THE  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS,  TO  BE 
HELD  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

.82  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  July  15,  1774. 

This  is  the  original  draft  of  his  letter  as  Speaker  of  House 
of  Assembly  of  Delaware  to  George  Read,  f no.  McKinly  and 
others  5 who , as  a committee  of  the  citizens  of  Delaware,  wrote 


Rodney,  Caesar — ( Continued .) 

him  requesting  that  he  issue  a call,  through  circular  letter,  for 
the  House  to  meet  and  appoint  Delegates  to  the  Continental 
Congress  of  t 774,  which  met  at  Carpenter  s Hall,  Philadel- 
phia, and  which  was  the  factor  ivhich  cemented  (he  thirteen 
colonies  together  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  their  rights  against 
British  Tyranny , and  ivhich  laid  the  foundation  for  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence . 

“ Gentlemen 

I Received  your  letter  requesting  me  as  speaker 
to  write  circular  letters  to  the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  this 
Government  to  meet,  &c.  The  mode  for  the  appointment  of  proper 
persons  to  represent  the  Government  at  the  general  Congress  I very 
much  approve  of.  And  shall,  I do  assure  you,  most  Chearfully  Com- 
ply with  your  request,  But  cannot  help  thinking  it  may  be  done 
with  more  propriety,  imediatelv  after  the  intended  meeting  of  the 
people  of  this  County,  Which  is  on  Wednesday  next.  I hope  and  in- 
deed Expect  the  people  here  will  adopt  the  same  mode  that  you  had; 
Therefore  must  beg  leave  to  defer  Writing  the  Circular  letter  till  the 
day  after  the  meeting  of  the  people  here,  least  it  should  give  offence 
to  some  who  would  wish  to  have  a hand  in  Every  good  Work,  and 
thereby  injure  the  cause,  Gentn  you  may  Expect  to  hear  from  me  by 
Express,  as  soon  (after  our  meeting)  as  letter  can  be  wrote  and  the 
Express  get  there,  Which  I apprehend  will  be  time  Enough  for  the 
first  of  August,  for  I would  by  no  means  retard  a business  of  so  great 
importance,  I shall  send  an  Express  to  Sussex  this  day,  and  endeavour 
to  know  by  him  what  they  are  about  to  do.  In  short  you  may  be  as- 
sured I shall  do  everything  in  my  power  to  have  a Convention  of  the 
Representatives  on  the  first  day  of  August  next  at  New  Castle.” 

83  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  July  26,  1774. 
His  draft  of  a letter  on  a real  estate  di  al. 

84  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  4 pa^es,  folio.  Philadelphia, 
Dec.  7,  [775. 

This  highly  important  historical  letter,  speaking  of  the  ex- 
pedition under  the  command  of  Gen/’s  Montgomery  and 
Arnold  into  Canada , and  of  the  defences  and  movements  of 
troops  at  Boston  under  Geul.  Putnam,  is  damaged,  a piece 
about  p inches  by  j inches  has  been  torn  away  from  the  bottom 
of  the  letter,  destroying  much  of  the  text.  Ther  e is,  however, 
sufficient  left,  which  conveys  some  very  interesting  information , 
to  wit : 

“ You  say  you  are  much  obliged  to  me  for  Communicating  to  you 
the  Surrender  of  Montreal,  (text  torn  away)  Montgomery  intended 
to  set  out  immediately  After  the  taking  Montreal  & nothing  can  have 
prevented  but  the  want  of  a Sufficient  number,  his  men  Willing  to 
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go,  Which  was  very  little  doubted  when  the  last  Express  left  here. 
In  my  last  letter  I told  you  that  it  was  generally  believed  that  2000, 
or  2,500  men  had  laud’d  at  Boston  as  a reinforcement  to  General  Howe. 
This  has  since  been  frequently  Contradicted,  and  last  Night  I saw 
Capn  Blewer'  (Robinson’s  Partner)  who  left  our  Camp  Yesterday  week 
and  has  brought  letters  from  the  general  to  Congress.  Capn  Blewer’s 
account  and  all  the  accounts  by  him  say  there  but  450  arrived.  That 
they  now  have  in  Boston  and  at  Bunker’s  Hill  about  7000  and  that  up. 
ward  of  tooo  of  them  are  now  in  the  Hospital,  (torn  away)  General  Put- 
nam Commanded  the  detachment  that  took  possession  of  this  place. 
That  he  had  mounted  Eight  pieces  of  Cannon  there,  four  of  them  24  and 
18  pounders,  and  that  they  were  taking  possession  of  Litchmore’s- 
point  when  he  Came  away,  and  beginning  to  fortify,  Which  when 
done  would  Command  Charlestown  ferry.  I think  it  is  something 
Extraordinary  that  they  should  suffer  our  people  to  go  on  in  this  way 
without  firing  at  them.  However  it  is  supposed  by  some  that  they 
have  a general  attack  upon  our  lines  in  Contemplation.  * * * We 

have  also  got  Intelligence  (by  letter)  from  General  Montgomery  that 
the  part}'  he  sent  down  the  Sorell  has  interrupted  General  Carlton  and 
his  Veshells,  and  that  he  (Montgomery)  has  since  joined  the  party 
and  got  Carlton  and  his  Veshalls  between  them  and  Montreal,  and 
expects  in  a few  days  to  have  him  & his  fleet  in  possession,”  &c. 

85  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  small  8vo.  May  15,  1776. 
To  Thos.  Rodney. 

Written  in  the  year  of  the  signing • of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. His  draft  of  a letter  in  reference  to  the  Resolu- 
tions of  Congress  relative  to  the  Capture  and  Condemnation  of 
Prizes,  and  the  fitting  out  of  Privateers. 

RODNEY’S  CELEBRATED  LETTER,  JULY  4,  1776, 
TELLING  HOW  HE  RODE  THROUGH  THUNDER 
AND  RAIN  TO  PHILADELPHIA  TO  VOTE  FOR 
THE  DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE. 

86  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Philadelphia,  July  4, 
1776.  To  Capt.  Thomas  Rodney,  at  Dover,  with  address. 
See  facsimile. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  greatest  4th  of  fuly, 
1776,  letters  to  he  had  of  any  of  the  Signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.  The  story  runs  that  Rodney  received 
an  Express  from  Thos.  McKean,  then  in  Congress,  requesting 
his  immediate  presence  at  Congress  to  vote  on  the  important 
measure  of  Independence . He  started  on  his  journey  in  a 
heavy  thunder  storm , and  just  arrived  in  time  to  cast  his  vote 
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Rodney,  Caesar — Continued,.} 

for  the  Declaration  of  Independence , and  it  zvas  his  Vote 
which  carried  the  Delazvare  delegation  for  that  instrument 
and  which  he  afterzvards  signed  The  letter  is  in  excellent 
condition , and  zvill  be  a banner  piece  for  any  collection. 

“Sir. 

I have  inclosed  you  a Summons  directed  to  the  Sheriff  to  Summon 
the  Members  for  our  County  to  meet  in  Assembly  at  Newcastle  on  the 
22d  day  of  this  Instant,  which  I hope  you  will  have  put  into  his 
hands  as  soon  as  possible  after  it  Comes  to  Yours.  I arrived  iu  Con- 
gress (tho’  detained  by  Thunder  and  Rain)  time  Enough  to  give  my 
Voice  in  the  Matter  of  Independence.  It  is  determined,  by  the  Thir- 
teen United  Colonies,  without  even  one  dicenting  Colony.  We  have 
now  Got  through  with  the  Whole  of  the  declaratiou,  and  Ordered  it 
to  be  printed,  so  that  You  will  soon  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it 
Hand-bills  of  it  will  be  printed,  and  Sent  to  the  Armies,  Cities,  County 
Towns  &c  to  be  published  or  rather  proclaimed  iu  form  Don’t  neglect 
to  Attend  Closely  and  Carefully  to  my  Harvest  and  You'l  oblige.” 

87  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  5 pages,  4t<>.  Philadelphia,. 
Sept.  12,  1776.  To  Col.  J110.  Haslet. 

Wiitlen  in  the  yiar  of  the  signing  of  the  Declaratiou  of 
Independence,  and  an  interesting  newsy  letter  both  about  the 
actions  of  the  Delazvare  Battalion , and  the  state  of  politics  in 
Delaware , the  cunning  of  the  tories,  &c.  After  telling  hour 
he  corrected  false  reports  of  fatalities  in  the  Battalion  com- 
manded by  Haslet , he  says  : 

“ I am  happy  that  I have  it  in  my  power  to  Congratulate  you  on  the 
Bravery  your  Battalion  has  shown  in  the  late  Action,  and  the  great 
Honor  the  Officers  and  Men  have  Acquired  by  it.  They  are  much 
Spoken  of  here,  and  I have  been  often  Complimented  in  behalf  of  the 
Government  on  their  account.  They  deserve  much  of  their  Country, 
and  (as  an  Individual)  have  my  most  hearty  thanks.  I am  Extremely 
Sorry  for  poor  Stuart,  and  the  other  brave  Lads  that  fell,  tho’  in  the 
Bed  of  Honor.  Must  Confess  I don’t  like  your  present  Situation, 
Yet  hope  the  best.  The  Justice  of  our  Cause,  and  the  bravery  of  our 
Troops  may  do  Wonders.  Iu  your  last  Letter  you  seem  to  Show  some 
uneasiness  least  there  Should  be  Some  Change  in  the  delegates.  I 
believe  you  may  be  Easy  on  that  head.  In  the  first  place  I imagine 
they  would  not  venture  to  Risque  the  making  Such  an  Uproar  in  the 
Government,  as  the  turning  me  out  probably  wou’d  make,  and  in  the 
next  the  undesigning  Patriotick  part  are  determined  to  protest  against 
their  doing  anything  but  that  of  framing  a plan  of  Government.  Iu 
Mr.  Read’s  last  letter  to  me  is  the  following  paragraff,  ‘ Our  business 
has  been  delayed  in  Convention  byT  the  death  of  Mrs  Thompson,  the 
Sister  of  Mr  McKean,  who  was  hurried  this  day'.  Mr  McKean’s  Eld- 
est Son  lies  dangerously  ill  at  Mr  Thompson’s  house,  and  I know  not. 
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when  he  can  attend,  a Committee  of  ten  is  Employed  in  the  Drafting 
a declaration  of  Rights.  The  rest  of  the  Members  from  Kent  & Sussex 
are  getting  impatient.  Doctr  Ridgely  is  Returned  Home  Sick.  Such 
is  the  Situation  Here.’  When  Mr  Read  went  to  Newcastle  he  pre- 
vailed on  me  to  Stay  in  Congress,  and  that  he  would  get  the  Conven 
tion  to  give  a power  to  one  Member  to  Act,  so  that  our  Government 
might  be  Represented  by  me  alone,  till  the  Convention  should  Rise. 
I mentioned  this  to  Mr  McKean  who  directly  declared  they  should 
make  no  appointments  of  Delegates,  nor  even  alter  the  powers  Given 
them,  least  they  (meaning,  the  Convention)  should  plead  this  as  a 
presedent,  for  giving  into  some  other  appointments,  which  they  were 
not  Authorized  to  do  by  their  Choice.  Therefore  upon  the  Whole  I 
don’t  imagine  they  will  Attempt  any  Change.  But  sir  whether  they 
do  or  not,  I do  not  purpose  Continuing  here  longer  than  till  the  other 
Gentleman  Returns.  I have  made  a very  Great  sacrifice  of  my  prop- 
erty to  the  Cause.  Government  never  paid  me  above  half  what  I 
have  necessarily'  Expended  even  when  my  friends  were  at  the  Helm. 
What  may  I Expect  from  these?  they  would  see  me  serve  without  a 
Shilling.  You  know  they  would,  because  you  know  they'  like  not 
either  me  or  the  Cause. 

General  Dagworthy,  Mr  Clowes  and  Mr  Peery  where  here,  and  Say 
the  tory  plan  for  leaving  me  out  of  the  Convention  was,  first  to  put 
me  at  the  head  of  their  ticket  to  shew  their  approbation  of  me,  after 
which  they  put  another  person  in  my  Stead,  and  assigned  as  a Reason 
for  it,  that  is  was  now  a critical  time,  that  it  was  absolutely'  necessary 
We  should  keep  up  our  Representation  in  the  Congress,  That  they 
wished  I might  not  be  laid  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  Con- 
gress at  a time  so  Interesting,  Which  I must  do,  if  chosen  in  Conven- 
tion &°  These  Gentlemen  then  said  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Newcastle 
County  had  not  considered  to  the  matter  in  that  light,  for  they  had 
chosen  both  their  delegates  In  Answer  to  this,  it  was  said,  they,  the 
people  of  Newcastle  had  done  very  wrong  &c.  By  such  little  cunning 
are  the  people  to  be  cajoled.  I saw  a man  from  Mespillion  who  left 
there  a day  or  two  before  my  letter  could  have  reached  it,  who  told 
me  that  yours  and  Captain  Adams’  families  were  well,  but  they  were 
in  much  distress  for  the  Delaware’s  who  (from  all  accts  they  had  re- 
ceived) with  at  least  two-thirds  cut  off.  That  almost  all  the  Officers 
were  killed  particularly  y7ou,  He  told  me  the  people  were  generally 
distressed,  having  most  of  them  some  friend  or  Relative  in  the  Bat- 
talion, My  letter  I am  sure  has  set  that  Matter  Right,”  etc. 

88  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio.  Philadelphia, 
(jet.  6,  1776.  To  Col.  Haslet. 

Written  in  the  year  of  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, and  an  interesting  political  letter  commenting  on 
the  doings  of  the  lories. 
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“If  Health  and  Weather  permits,  I Set  out  this  day  for  Kent,  and 
don’t  intend  to  return  to  Congress  soon  again,  at  least  not  in  the 
present  Reign.  My  Domestick  business  will  Employ  me  all  the  re- 
maining part  of  this  fall,  let  Matters  here  turn  out  hereafter  as  they 
may  * * * that  the  Congress  have  not  Raised  the  pay  of  the  Offi- 
cers, I confess  it  is  Strange  that  they  have  not.  But  depend  upon  it 
(between  you  and  I)  their  pay  will  be  raised  very  soon,  and  very  Con- 
siderably too.  This  for  your  private  Satisfaction  therefore  not  to  be 
mentioned  Yet.  Your  private  Satisfaction,  Did  I say?  in  this  I may 
be  wrong,  not  knowing  whether  you  may  find  yourself  disposed  to 
Enter  the  List  during  the  War  ; or  Whether  if  you  were  so  inclined, 
as  the  Congress  have  left  it  to  the  several  Assemblies  to  appoint  all 
the  Officers,  Except  General 'Officers,  You'd  have  any  Chance  in  the 
Nomination,  Even  if  you  deserved  it  ten  times  as  much  more  as 
I think  you  Do.  However  time  will  inform  us  more  of  these  Matters. 
The  Whigs  of  our  Government  Seem  to  have  given  up  All  pretentions 
by  their  Conduct.  They  are  not  Satisfied  with  Great  numbers  of 
them  necessarily  gone  to  the  Camp,  but  many  others  have  wantonly 
Gone,  as  if  for  no  good  Reason  but  to  be  out  of  the  way.  The)7  are 
such  as  might  beiof  service  at  Home,  and  cannot  possibly  be  of  any 
there.  I mean  McCall,  Gordon,  Vaudike,  Griffin,  &c.,  who  I suppose 
you  have  by  this  time  seen.  * * * Don’t  suppose  from  what  I 

said  They  have  left  me  out  of  Congress.  They  have  not.’’ 

89  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  small  4t<>.  Dec.  13,  1776. 
To  Richard  Smith,  with  address,  and  with  an  autograph 
memoranda  of  9 lines,  signed  on  the  back  by  Col.  Thos. 
Rodney,  dated  April  13,  1786. 

Written  in  the  year  of  the  Signing  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence on  legal  matters. 

90  Rodney,  Caesar  A.  L.  S.  4I0.  Dover,  Dec.  14,  1776. 

To  Col.  John  Haslet,  with  address. 

Written  in  the  year  of  the  Signing  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. A fine  letter  in  reference  to  Col.  Haslet  re-enter- 
ing the  service. 

“Immediately  on  the  Rec’t  of  Your  Last  I wrote  as  Usual  to 
Missr*  Haslet,  and  have  to  tell  you  that  Mr  Bell  at  whose  House  She 
was  the  other  day  Informs  me  She  is  Very  Hearty,  but  much  troubled 
about  your  Re-Entering  the  Service,  in  this  She  and  I differ  Very 
Much  being  greatly  pleased  when  I was  assured  you  wou’d  continue, 
There  is  a part  of  Your  last  letter  puzzles  me  greatly.  You  say  you 
intend  to  consult  L.  Sterling  about  showing  my  last  letter  to  the  Gen- 
eral. As  I did  not  keep  a copy  of  it.  have  been  trying  to  no  pur- 
pose to  recollect  what  it  contained,  and  should  have  been  Very  uneasy, 
was  I not  convinced  of  your  understanding,  prudence  and  friendship- 
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Which  wou’d  lead  you  to  do  nothing  tending  to  my  disadvantage,  and 
therefore  perfectly  Easy,  but  atn  Auctious  to  know  what  it  was  you 
intended  to  Show,  be  pleased  to  inform  me.” 

RODNEY’S  LETTER  ON  WASHINGTON’S  VICTORY 

AT  TRENTON 

91  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover, 
Dec.  29,  1776.  To  Cap.  Thomas  Rodney,  with  address. 

Written  in  the  year  of  the  Signing  of  the  Declaration  of  In 
dependence.  The  letter  is  of  the  utmost  historical  importance ; 
mentions  confiding  news , some  good , some  bad.  Mentions  that 
it  is  reported  Washington  has  defeated  Howe  and  taken  Tren- 
ton. The  letter  is  damaged  on  the  outer  margins,  a portion 
being  gnawed  away  by  rats,  which  injures  the  text  somewhat. 

“ This  is  intended  by  Mr  Burtle  Shee  who  (pro)poses  to  Set  out  for 
the  Camp  to  Morrow  Morning.  We  still  continue  here,  to  be  in  the 
most  anxioue  uneasy  Scituation  You  can  possibly  Conceive,  Seldom  a 
day  passes  but  we  have  some  intelligence  both  of  our  Army,  and  that 
of  the  English;  and  nothing  we  hear  to  be  depended  upon,  By  some 
Accounts  Howe  is  Retreating,  and  General  Washington  about  to  Re- 
pass the  Delaware.  Again  it  is  roundly  asserted  that  there  can  be  no 
Doubt  but  Howe  will  keep  his  Ground  in  the  Jersey  till  the  Spring, 
when  he  will  be  Strengthened  by  a large  fleet  up  the  Delaware,  Thus 
the  Mind  Anxious  for  the  Salvatiou  of  America  is  held  in  Suspense.  I 
think  it  absolutely  Necessary  that  Howe  Should  be  routed  from  the 
Jersey  this  Winter,  and  the  Sooner  it  is  done  the  better,  But  am  afraid 
our  General  has  not  yet  got  Force  enough  to  do  it.  Ever  since  you 
left  (here)  I have  been  doing  every  thing  in  my  power  to  draw  (out) 
the  Militia  of  this  County  to  join  the  Army.  But  to  very  (little  effect) 
as  yet.  Some  days  ago  I proposed  marching  mys(elf)  with  such  as 
Should  be  Willing  and  have  appointed  all)  Such  as  are,  to  meet  pre- 
pared for  that  purpose  m(yself)  on  Thursday  Next.  What  Effect  this 
may  have  that  day  will  determine.  However  be  that  as  it  may,  I shall 
be  in  Readiness,  or  at  least  as  much  so,  as  so  Short  time  will  admit  of, 
Some  people  are  of  Opinion  that  many  will  turn  out.  Some  others 
that  they  will  not,  Mr  Collins  is  determined  it  seems  to  March  with 
me.  The  Major  talks  of  it.  It  would  have  giv-'a  me  much  pleasure 
to  Receive  from  you  a letter  dated  some  few  days  after  your  Arrival 
at  the  Camp,  because  I Suppose  you  would  in  that  time  be  able  to 
form  Some  tolerable  Judgment  of  the  Real  Sci(tua)tion  of  Affairs 
There,  I am  just  now,  while  w(riting)  Made  happy  by  a piece  of  news 
which  is  Reported  as)  a fact  and  to  be  depended  upon,  That  General 
Wa(shing)ton  has  Regained  ipossession  of  Trenton,  That  (he) 
Killed  and  Wounded  Many,  and  taken  a Great  Number  of  prisoners, 
with  ten  or  Eleven  Brass  Field  pieces,  and  a very  considerable  Quail- 
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tity  of  Stores,  and  that  He  is  in  a fair  way  to  Drive  the  English  Army 
before  him,  God  of  his  Infinite  Mercy  Grant  it  may  be  true,  If  our 
people  turn  out  I shall  be  with  you  Quo  General,  if  not  Quo  private 
Gentleman,  My  present  determination  is  to  Come  at  all  Events,  Our 
families  are  both  well  * * * By  a Letter  from  Lieutenant  McCall 
to  his  father,  I am  Informed  that  Your  Company  is  Stationed  at  the 
House  of  Mr  Andrew  Allen,  where  Mrs  Allen  continues  to  reside  with 
her  children,  and  that  she  applied  to  you  as  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  Company  for  protection,  & Civil  Usage,  This,  I am  Much  pleased 
to  hear,  You  readily  Engaged  to  Afford  her,  so  far  as  was  Consistent 
with  Your  Duty,  I am  Verry  Sorry  Mr  Allen  has  taken  a Part  so  Un- 
friendly, or  Rather  in  direct  Opposition  to  that  Cause  in  which  all  the 
Free  men  America  are  so  deeply  Interested,  And  for  which  all  who 
think  as  I do  Would  Sooner  Spill  the  last  Drop  of  their  Blood  than 
even  Stand  Nuter,  But  as  Mrs  Allen  has  allways  Supported,  and  I am 
convinced  Very  deservedly  the  character  of  a Most  Amiable  Good  Wo- 
man, And  as  her  Scituatiou  at  the  time  must  be  Extremely  Delicate,  It 
will  be  Unnecessary  to  Recommend  to  you  the  treating  her  with  all 
The  Tenderness  and  decent  Respect  due  to  her  character  and  in  your 
Power  consistent  with  a proper  discharge  of  your  Duty.  So  far  as  I 
am  Acquainted  with  Your  people,  I am  persuaded  they  Will  be  dis- 
posed to  Treat  her  Rather  with  complisance  than  the  least  degree  of 
Rudeness.  ” 

92  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  small  4to.  Trent  Town, 

Jan.  2i,  i 777,  and  Trenton,  jan.  22,  1777.  2 pieces 

His  draft  of  two  U tters  relative  to  forwarding  troops. 

RODNEY’S  LETTER  ON  THE  DEATH  OF  MERCER 
AND  HASLET,  AND  BREATHING  THE  GREAT- 
EST PATRIOTISM. 

93  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  4 pages,  4to.  Trenton,  Jan. 

27,  1777.  To  Wm.  Killen. 

His  draft  of  an  exceedingly  patriotic  Utter , mentioning  and 
eulogizing  Genl.  Hugh  Mercer  and  Colonel  John  Haslet , who 
fell  at  the  Battle  of  Princeton,  January  jd,  IJJJ. 

“At  a time  when  Every  Sensible  Mind  is  filled  with  the  greatest 
Anxiety  for  the  Fate  of  America,  when  the  Sons  of  Freedom  have 
drawn  their  Swords  and  Nobly  Stepped  forth,  in  this  inclement  season 
to  defend  Their  most  Invaluable  Rights  and  privileges,  At  a time  of 
deep  distress  and  danger,  Those  whose  first  and  greatest  Temporary 
Wish  is  for  the  Freedom  of  the  States,  are  no  Doubt  Desirous  to  know 
the  State  of  Things  in  this  Land  of  tryal,  This  Scene  of  Action,  This 
Frosty  Warfare,  Be  it  so,  I’ll  Endeavour  to  arouse  if  not  Inform  the 
Eager  Ear,  You  have  heard  (sad  Intelligence)  of  Your  Mercer  and 
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Haslet,  Slaine.  They  fell,  but  nobly,  fell,  Tlio’  Butchered,  and  so 
Long  as  the  Inhabitants  of  this  American  World  Shall 
Continue  to  be  a free  people,  So  long  (at  least)  will  the 
name  of  Mercer  ant  Haslet  be  held  in  Honorable  Rem- 
brance.  Mercer’s  Character  is  Excellent,  but  in  Has- 
let We  know  we  Lost  a Brave,  open,  Honest,  Sensible  Man, 
One  Who  loved  his  Country  more  than  his  private  In- 
terests, But  While  Washington  Survives  the  great  Ameri- 
can Cause  Cannot  Die,  his  Abilities  Seem  to  be  fully  Equal 

TO  THE  PUBLIC  SPIRIT  THAT  CALLED  HIM  FORTH.  HISTORY  DOES 
NOT  FURNISH  YOU  WITH  A GREATER  PIECE  OF  GENERALSHIP  THAN 

he  Exhibited  on  the  day  poor  Haslet  fell.  He  fought,  he 
Conquered,  And  if  we  Continue  to  Improve  the  Advantages  there 
gained,  We  Shall  Soon  put  an  End  to  the  Dreadfull  Controversy  that 
Agitates  and  Distracts  Us,  And  in  Return  have  Peace , Liberty  and 
Safety.  Heaven  ! What  a Glorious  Figure  in  the  Eyes  of  Men  and 
Angels,  Will  this  Vast  American  World  Exhibit,  in  its  Free  Indepen- 
dent State.  Nothing  will  then  be  Wanting  but  better  Men  and  Wiser 
Measures  to  make  us  a happy  people.  There  has  been  no  Capital 
Stroke  since  our  Maiu  Army  Left  Princetown,  Tlio’  there  Seldom  a 
Day  passes  but  Some  Advantages  are  Gained  Which  tend  to  distress, 
and  in  Little  time  must  Ruin  our  Enemy,  for  the  Particulars  of  these 
little  Engagements  must  beg  leave  to  Refer  you  to  my  Brother  and 
others  That  you  Will  see  from  these  parts.  They  are  too  numerous 
and  attended  with  too  Many  Circumstances  for  my  time  and  Pen.  I 
have  been  perfectly  Well  in  Health  Ever  Since  I left  Home,  and  do 
Assure  you  That  I begin  to  play  the  General  Most  Surprisingly.  I 
would  not  have  you  Suppose  I mean  the  fighting  General.  That,  is 
part  of  duty  I have  not  Yet  been  Called  upon  to  discharge.  But  when 
Called  I trust  I shall  not  disgrace  the  American  Cause.  Ti’s  Glorious 
Even  to  die  in  a Good  Cause.  By  Lord  Sterling,  Who  I found  in 
Philadelphia,  I was  directed  to  take  the  Command  at  this  Place,  to 
forward  the  troops  to  the  Army  as  fast  as  they  Should  Arrive,  Always 
keeping  sufficient  for  this  Post.  Since  my  arrival  I have  sent  forward 
near  two  Thousand.  Among  others  the  Delawares  Who  first  went  to 
Princetown  and  Then  were  sent  by  General  Putnam  to  the  Main 
Army  to  Convoy  forty  or  fifty  Waggons.  Yesterday  by  permission  I 
set  out  myself  for  Camp.  But  on  my  way  Received  Orders  to  return 
to  my  old  Post  Where  I now  am.  General  Mifflin  is  Gone  to  Phila- 
delphia to  forward  the  troops  there.  In  Short  Every  Step  is  taken, 
by  fixing  the  Most  Suitable  persons  in  these  places  to  Strengthen  our 
Army  as  Soon  as  possible.  It  is,  I do  assure  you,  Increasing  Very 
fast.  The  Cloud  is  fast  Gathering  all  Around,  and  I trust  will  soon 
burst  on  the  tyrants  Heads.  As  soon  the  Chief  of  the  Southern 
troops  pass  this  place  I shall  have  leave  to  go  and  join  My  Brigade.” 
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94  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Trenton,  Feb.  2,  1777. 
To  General  Lord  Sterling. 

The  draft  of  a fine  historical  letter  during  his  military  life- 
and  when  serving  with  Washington , and  Lord  Sterling  m the 
Jersies.  He  mentions  Getil.  Washington. 

“ When  at  Trenton,  I mentioned  to  you  my  Desire  of  being  Removed 
to  Head  Quarters  to  join  My  Brigade,  and  Wished  to  hear  from  you 
on  that  Head.  However  if  upon  advising  with  ve  General,  it  is 
thought  I can  be  more  usefull  at  this  Post.  I shall  remain  Here  with 
the  Greatest  Chearfulness,  Not  more  than  four  hundred  troops.  Ex- 
cept the  Light  Horse,  have  Arived  Here,  Since  you  passed  through, 
and  having  Rec’d  a Letter  from  General  Putnam  Requesting  I would 
Imediately  send  him  four  or  five  hundred  to  Replace  that  Many  of 
Militia  Whose  time  had  Expired,  have  let  him  have  upwards  of  two- 
Hundred  with  a promise  to  make  up  the  Number  he  desired,  as  soon 
as  so  many  Militia  Shall  arrive.  All  the  Continental  Troops  and  the 
Remainder  of  the  Militia  shall  Imediately  after  their  Arrival  be  sent 
to  head  Quarters.  The  bearer  of  this  takes  with  him  a Letter  to  his 
Excellency  General  Washington,  from  a Hessian  Captain,  one  of  the 
prisoners  at  this  place.  He  informs  me  the  Contents  is  to  obtain  his 
Excellency’s  permission  to  go  to  New  York  for  his  Clothes  and  other 
Baggage  or  be  permitted  to  send  an  Open  Letter  by  a Flagg,  addressed 
to  some  friend  of  his  there  to  send  them  to  him.  I doubted  his  suc- 
ceeding in  his  first  Request,  Tho’  he  probably  might  in  the  Second. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  let  me  know,  by  the  first  opportunity.  Whether 
it  is  thought  best  I should  stay  here,  or  Whether  I may  with  Equal 
Service  to  the  Cause  be  permitted  to  join  the  Brigade.” 

95  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Trenton, 
Feb.  5,  1777.  To  Genl  Dickinson. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  in  reference  to  taking  the  post  then 
commanded  by  Genl.  Dickinson. 

“General  Putnam  told  me  the  other  day  at  Princetown  that  you 
hinted  to  him,  my  being  sent  to  the  Post  where  you  now  Command, 
I suppose  with  a view  of  your  being  Released  for  home.  I well  know 
that  it  would  be  a Verry  Great  advantage  to  you  to  be  here,  near  your 
Estate,  which  has  and  is  now  Suffering  Much.  I know  also  that  the 
present  Situation  of  Your  Wife  and  Children,  Must  give  you  such. 
Concern  that  nothing  less  than  the  Good  of  your  Country,  Could  de- 
tain you  a Moment  from  them.  These  things  would  move  me,  Most 
Chearfully  to  Accept  the  appointment  if  made.  But  Sir,  it  would  be 
with  great  diffidence,  Well  kuowing  that  my  Experience  in  Military 
Matters  must  fall  Vastly  Short  of  Even  those  who  are  inferior  to  you 
in  that  point.  However  as  I have  not  much  Doubt  but  that  I Should 
acquit  myself  with  some  degree  of  Credit,  Especially  with  a Small 
Matter  of  Instruction  from  you,  (who  I would  wish  not  to  leave  the 
post  before  I came)  I should  willingly  Come  provided  you  Can  obtain. 
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an  Order  for  that  purpose.  I have  applied  for  leave  to  go  to  head 
Quarters  & Join  My  Brigade  there,  and  Did  the  General  ship  most  of 
the  troops  now  gone  from  Philadelphia  by  way  of  Curryell’s  Ferry,  He 
would  think  my  Stay  here  less  Necessary,  and  of  Course  Give  me 
leave.  I have  not  yet  got  an  Answer,  and  if  I don’t  Get  one  Soon, 
Am  Afraid  I shall  have  no  Brigade  to  Join.  Ten  tonne  but  they  have, 
are  now,  begun  to  be  Home  Sick.  I have  been  stationed  Here,  near 
three  Weeks,  it  was  much  against  my  Will,  and  yet  think  it  has  been 
of  Considerable  Advantage,  having  time  to  improve  by  Practice  with- 
out Hurry.  As  I have  turned  out  in  this  Frosty  Season  and  have  En- 
joyed good  State  of  Health,  Could  wish  to  be  Employed  Longer  (if 
with  propriety)  Then,  I think  the  Troops  of  our  State  will  stay,”  & c. 

RODNEY’S  LETTER  TO  GENERAL  PUTNAM,  CON- 
SENTING TO  TAKE  THE  COMMAND  OF  GENL. 

DICKINSON  AT  PRINCETON. 

96  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  jto,  no  date.  To  General 
Putnam. 

The  draft  of  his  letter , probably  zvntten  about  Ftb.  5,  7777, 
in  reference  to  bting  transftrred  to  the  command  at  Princeton 
in  the  stead  of  Genl.  Dickinson. 

“ I Recollect  when  I had  the  pleasure  of  Waiting  on  you  at  Prince- 
town  that  You  mentioned  General  Dickinson’s  having  proposed  My 
being  Ordered  to  his  Post,  and  he  Ordered  here,  I Did  not  then  at- 
tend so  much  to  What  you  said  on  that  head  as  I ought.  But  as  I 
supposed  his  being  posted  here,  where  he  wonld  be  near  to  her  (lately) 
Must  Injured  Estate,  Wou’d  be  very  desirable.  Shall  have  no  other 
Objection  to  the  Exchange  if  ordered,  Than  that  I may  want  his  Ex- 
perience to  discharge  the  Military  duty,  as  I could  Wish.  If  you  should 
approve  and  will  let  me  know,  I shall  Set  out  for  that  place,  Where 
General  Dickinson  Stay  till  I arrive,  I think  there  can  be  no  disad- 
vantage attending  the  Post  being  without  a General  Officer  for  a Little 
time,  Especially  as  Most  of  the  troops  now  go  from  Philadelphia  by 
way  of  Curryells  Ferry.” 

97  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  April  21, 
*777.  To  President  McKinly. 

A draft  of  his  letter  in  which  he  thinks  the  penalty  too 
small,  to  compel  the  people  to  associate. 

“ Your  Letter  of  the  16th  Instant  with  General  Order  enclosed.  I 
Received  on  the  1 Stii  and  Immediately  Issued  and  dispatched  Orders 
to  the  Several  Colonels  and  Commanding  Officers  in  my  Brigade  for 
the  Immediate  observance  of  those  Inclosed,  The  Strict  observance  of 
the  Militia  Law,  and  Making  the  Returns  in  due  time;  Recommended 
in  your  Letter,  Orders  were  Issued  for  before  my  Return  from  York- 
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Town,  But  from  the  best  Information  I can  get  great  numbers  of  the 
people  are  likely  to  decline  associating,  thinking  it  much  Cheaper  to 
pay  the  penalty  than  Equip  themselves,  attend  Musters  and  lay  them- 
selves liable  to  be  called  into  actual  Service,  I think  the  penalty  ought 
to  have  been  so  high  as  to  have  Compelled  them  to  Associate.” 

98  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.L.S.  folio.  Dover,  May  6th,  1777. 
To  Jno.  McKinley,  with  address. 

A fine  military  letter  in  reference  to  the  Delaware  troops. 

‘‘Yesterday  the  Militia  Officers  of  the  County  met  in  Dover,  per- 
suant  to  my  Order,  with  Enrollments  of  their  several  Companies,  as 
well  the  old  and  those  under  the  New  Militia  Act,  from  whom  we 
formed  an  Estimate  of  the  number  Each  Company  should  furnish, 
having  regard  to  the  Strength  and  Situation  of  the  Company,  And 
gave  the  proper  Orders  for  Enforcing  a Speedy  Compliance.  We  have 
appointed  the  Company  Officers  that  Are  to  Serve  in  the  first  division, 
Who,  as  well  as  the  Men  are  to  Parade.  Those  from  the  Lower  Bat- 
talion in  Dover  & those  of  the  Upper  at  the  Cross  Roads,  on  Tuesday 
Next,  prepared  to  March  Imediately  from  thence  to  the  Camp.  In  the 
mean  time,  be  Assured,  Every  thing  that  can,  Will  be  done  to  Inspire 
them  with  a Just  and  lively  sense  of  their  Duty,  on  this  Great  & Most 
Importand  Occasion.  As  I am  not  fond  of  trouble  myself,  it  is  dis- 
agreeable to  me,  to  lye  under  the  necessity  of  being  troublesome,  to 
other  people,  More  Especially  to  one  who  is  so  much  Engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  I am  Convinced  you  Must  be.  But  Sir,  as  I would  wish  that 
in  Matters  of  this  kind,  The  Supreme  Executive  Authority  of  the 
State  be  the  Rule  of  my  Conduct,  hope  I shall  Stand  Excused  with 
you,  Tho’  the  Enquiry  should  be  made  from  a Want  of  Understanding, 
as  you  Seem  to  hint  in  Your  last  Letter.  I have  Inclosed  you  a List 
of  the  Officers  appointed,  That  the  Commissions  may  be  filled  Up, 
but  think  it  might  be  better  to  send  down  Blank  Commissions  for  the 
Field-Officers  Who  are  not  YTet  appointed.  I wrote  to  General  Dag- 
worthy, Who  left  here  Yesterday  Morning,  And  Inclosed  him  the 
Copy  as  you  Requested,  And  Sent  Orders,  by  Express,  to  Col1  Polk  to 
furnish  the  troops  Allotted  the  Western  Battalion  as  agreed  between 
General  Dagworthy  & me,  which  is  one  half  of  the  Quota  of  Sussex 
County,  Be  pleased  to  Let  me  know  how  the  troops  are  to  be  provided 
for  between  this  and  the  Camp  Whether  they  are  to  be  tsilletted  at  the 
Taverns,  and  out  of  What  fund  it  is  presently  to  be  paid.  If  it  were 
possible  they  Could  draw  Rations  on  their  way,  the  Saving  would  be 
very  Considerable.  Should  be  Glad  to  know  whether  it  is  Expected 
that  a General  Officer  Should  attend  the  troops,  from  this  State.  I am 
in  great  hope  the  Militia  of  the  County  will  turn  out  tolerable  well, 
But  shall  be  able  to  Let  you  know  more  of  that  Matter  some  few  days 
Hence.” 
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99  Rodney.  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  qto.  Dover,  May  13,  1777. 
To  Col.  Samuel  Patterson,  with  address. 

“ I shall  do  My  Self  the  Honr  of  taking  the  Command  of  the  Dela- 
ware Militia  destined  for  the  Camp  near  Heaman’s  Creek,  Expect  to 
be  there  on  Saturday  or  Sunday  Next,  And  Shall  be  Happy,  as  I al- 
ways was,  in  Your  Company.  I have  given  some  Orders  to  the  Quar- 
ter Master  of  the  Kent  Battalion  Which  he  will  Show  you  and  beg 
you  Will  assist  him,  As  soon  as  possible  I shall  Shake  you  by  the  hand, 
and  I11  the  Mean  time  believe  me  Sire,”  etc. 

100  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  July 
10,  1777. 

A draft  of  his  letter  relating  to  the  apprehension  of  persons 
trailing  with  the  Enemy.  He  gives  an  account  of  the  arrest 
of  several  whose  names  he  mentions , and  complains  of  the  in- 
ability of  the  state  to  check  the  business,  which  is  growing  and 
daring  in  the  extreme. 

101  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  July 
•9-  '777-  T°  President  John  McKinly. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  in  answer  to  one  he  had  received  from 
Ptesidenl  McKinly  relating  te  the  means  to  be  employed  tv 
put  a stop  to  trading  with  the  Enemy  by  the  people  on  the 
Shores  of  the  Delaware  and  at  Bombay-Hook.  It  gives  hts 
opinion,  on  how  it  should  be  checked,  and  praises  Congress  for 
the  course  they  followed  and  thinks  Delaware  should  follow 
their  example.  The  letter  is  stained  and  somewhat  damaged. 

102  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Delaware  State,  Dover, 
July  23,  1777.  To  Col.  Thos.  Collins. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  to  Collins,  signed  as  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral, ordering  him  to  furnish  tt  oops  to  join  the  Continental 
troops. 

“ In  Virtue  of  a Requisition  of  Congress,  and  an  Order  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  this  State,  You  are  hereby  Ordered  Immediately 
to  furnish  from  your  Battalion,  properly  Equipped,  Ninety  Nine  of  the 
Militia  including  Six  Commissary  Officers  to  join  and  Do  Duty  in  the 
State  with  Colonel  Richardson’s  Regiment  of  Continental  Troops,  for 
the  term  of  one  Month  after  their  arrival  in  the  County  of  Sussex  if 
in  the  Opinion  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  this  State  shall  be  thought 
so  long  necessary.  When  you  have  provided  the  above  mentioned 
troops,  You  are  cause  them  to  hold  themselves  in  Constant  Readiness 
to  March  when  they  shall  have  orders  for  that  purpose.” 
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103  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  Aug. 
•4.  '777-  To  President  John  McKinly. 

The  draft  of  his  letter . in  reference  to  the  duties  assigned 
him  as  Brigadier  General  of  the  Delaware  Militia , and  in 
which  he  asserts  Ins  loyalty  to  the  cause. 

“ The  field  Officers  will  be  with  me  this  day,  When  I shall  Give 
Orders  for  the  Meeting  and  Marching  the  Militia  Ordered  to  Sussex 
Count}’,  And  hope  the  Tents  & c Will  be  Sent  forward  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble. I Confess  I want  the  Abilities  Necessary  to  Qualify  me  for  the 
Task  Assigned,  but  be  Assured  That  Every  thing,  in  my  Power,  that 
Tends  to  give  Peace,  Safety  and  Good  Order  to  the  State,  Shall  be 
done.  If  I Should  be  able  to  Remove  Impressions  & Practices,  too 
predominant,  in  that  County  & lower  End  of  this,  & Introduce  Good 
Order  and  a better  Opinion  of  the  Glorious  Cause  for  Which  We  are 
Contending,  Even  at  the  Expence  of  Blood  and  Treasure,  I Shall  be 
happy,  Not  only  in  haveing  Rendered  great  Service  to  my  Country, 
Which  is  and  Allways  has  been  my  Chief  Aim,  but  of  Meeting  Your 
Approbation,”  &c. 

104  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  4tn.  Dover,  Aug.  28,  1777. 
To  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  First  Battalion  of  Kent 
Militia. 

A draft  of  his  military  order,  signed  as  Brigadier  General, 
complimenting  the  Light  Horse  Militia  for  their  attention  to 
duty . 

“ Such  of  the  Company  of  Light  Horse  as  attended  me  to  Sussex 
Under  the  Command  of  Lieut.  Carson  Have  behaved  with  Such  Cheer- 
fulness and  punctuality,  in  Executing,  from  time  to  time,  my  Orders, 
as  Demand  my  Thanks,  Which  they  now  have  Most  sincerely.  You 
are  to  give  Orders  for  the  Attendance  of  the  Whole  Company  Here 
tomorrow,  properly  Equipped,  To  March  With  me  to  Newcastle 
County,  in  Order  to  Join  the  other  Militia  of  this  State.” 

105  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  with  initials,  qto.  Wilming- 
ton, Aug.  3 1st,  1777. 

A draft  of  his  military  order  to  have  the  Newcastle  County 
Militia  march  to  Middle  Town  to  join  him.  In  it  he  mentions 
that  it  is  the  wish  of  Genl.  Washington . 

106  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.L.  S.  4to.  Wilmington,  Aug.  3 1 st, 

1777. 

A draft  of  his  military  order,  signed  as  Brigadier-  General. 

“ It  is  General  Washington’s  Express  Orders  that  You  Immediately 
Return  from  your  present  post  by  the  Same  Road  you  came  Untill 
You  Git  to  Cantwells  Bridge,  and  from  thence  as  Soon  as  you  hear  of 
the  Arrival  of  the  New  Castle  Troops,  to  proceed  to  Middle-Town. 
You  May  expect  me  to  Join  you,  before  you  Arrive.  I am  providing 
Commissaries.” 
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107  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Sept.  2,.i 777.  To 
Captain  Carty. 

di  aft  of  his  military  01  (hr,  signal  as  Brigadier-General. 

“You  are  with  the  Light  Horse  Militia,  Under  Your  Immediate 
Command  forthwith  to  Set  out  Reconuiter  fully  all  the  Grounds  be- 
tween Noxen-town  and  the  Head  of  Elk.  You  are  also  to  take  all 
You  Can  of  the  Enemy  Prisoners,  and  bring  them  to  me  at  Noxen- 
town.  You  are  to  Return  and  Make  Report  to  me  by  Seven  O’clock 
this  Afternoon  ” 

RODNEY’S  LETTER  TO  WASHINGTON,  GIVING  AN 
ACCOUNT  OF  HIS  PREPARATIONS  FOR  THE 
BATTLE  OF  BRANDYWINE. 

108  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Noxton- 
town,  Sept.  9th,  1777.  To  General  Washington 

A draft  of  a very  important  historical  letter , giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  bad  behaviour  of  the  Newcastle  Militia , and  tell- 
ing him  the  preparations  he  is  making  to  aid  him  in  the  mili- 
tary movements  then  being  made , which  ended  in  the  Battle  of 
Brandyzvine . 

“ I am  here  in  a disagreeable  Scituation,  Unable  to  Render  you  and 
the  State  those  Services  I both  wished  & Expected.  A few  days  ago 
I moved  from  hence  to  Middletown  in  order  to  induce  the  Newcastle 
Militia  in  this  Quarter,  Who  had  Shown  great  backwardness,  to  turn 
out,  Especially  as  by  that  Move  Most  of  their  farms  & property  Were 
covered.  However  all  this  has  answered  no  purpose,  for  tho’  I believe 
most  of  their  Officers  have  been  Vigilent,  but  very  few  have  come  in 
at  all,  and  those  few  Who  made  their  appearance  in  the  Morning  took 
the  Liberty  of  Returning,  Contrary  to  Orders,  in  the  Evening,  then 
increasing  the  duty  of,  and  setting  so  bad  an  Example  to  the  Troops 
from  Kent,  about  four  hundred  in  Number;  and  the  only  Troop  I had 
with  me,  brought  about  so  General  discontent  and  uneasiness,  Espe- 
cially as  they  were  more  Immediately  defending  the  property  of  these 
people,  As  Caused  them  in  great  Numbers,  to  leave  me,  Tho’  I must 
say  the  Officers  did  all  they  Could  to  prevent  it.  Finding  this  the  Case 
(I)  paid  Col1  Gist  a Visit  myself,  to  know  his  Scituation  and  when 
it  might  be  possible  for  him  to  Move  forward  with  Col1  Richardson’s 
Battalion  and  the  Militia  of  the  Maryland  Eastern  Shore.  Who  let 
me  know  he  was  doing  all  he  Could  to  Collect  them  and  would  Move 
forward  as  soon  as  he  Should  have  it  in  his  power,  the  two  Upper  Bat- 
talions of  Newcastle  County  have  never  Even  Assigned  me  a Reason 
Why  they  have  not  joined  me.  Under  these  Circumstances  I Removed 
to  Noxentown  where  the  Camp  Duty,  on  the  few  I have  With  me  is 
less  Severe,  Untill  the  other  troops  mentioned  shall  be  Ready  to  Move 
forward,  and  have  wrote  this  day  to  Coll  Gist  on  that  Head.  Yester* 
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Rodney,  Caesar — ( Continued .) 

, a day  Evening  I sent  a party  of  my  Light  Horse  to  take  a View  of  the 
Enemy  and  gain  Intelligence.  The  Officer  with  his  Men  Returned 
this  morning  and  Reports  that  he  was  in  Aitkin’s  Tavern  House, 
passed  some  miles  through  the  late  Encampment  of  the  Enemy  Round 
about  that  place.  Saw,  and  was  among  the  fires  they  had  left  burn- 
ing. That  the  Extreme  part  of  their  Right  Wing  Was  at  Coock’s 
Mill.  Their  left  towards  Newark,  This  Intelligence  makes  me  the 
More  Anxious  to  Collect  and  Move  forward  Such  a Body  as  Would  be 
able  to  Render  you  Signal  Service  by  falling  upon  and  Harrassing 
their  Right  Wing  or  Rear  & Be  Assured,  all  I can  Do,  Shall  be  done, 
But  he  that  can  deal  with  Militia  may  allmost  Venture  to  deal  with 

the . As  Soon  as  I Can  Set  forward,  Shall  advise  you.  God  Send 

you  a Compleat  Victory.” 

RODNEY’S  LETTER  MENTIONING  THE  CAPTURE 
OF  WILMINGTON,  DELAWARE. 

109  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Sept.  21, 
1 777.  Probably  to  Genl.  Washington. 

The  draft  of  a letter  which  no  doubt  zvas  addressed  to  Gen- 
eral Washington,  in  zvhich  he  mentions  a former  letter  having 
been  captured  by  the  enemy , and  sends  him  one  of  the  enemy's 
Orderly  Books  found  by  one  of  his  men. 

“ There  has  just  fell  into  my  hands,  found  in  the  tract  of  Enemy  by 
some  of  my  people,  Eight  or  ten  days  ago,  One  of  the  Enemy’s  Or- 
derly:Books,  It  commences  in  April  last,  and  Ends  since  they  landed  at 
Elk.  I have  perused  it,  and  being  of  Opinion  that  it  Might  be  very 
Useful,  provided  you  are  not  previously  informed  as  to  the  matters  it 
Contains,  have  sent  it  to  you  by  a private  of  my  Light-Horse,  Who  I 
believe  to  be  Very  trust  worthy.  Last  fry  day  Week  in  the  Afternoon, 
I arrived  at  Christiana  Bridge  and  That  Evening  Wrote  you  by  one  of 
my  Horse  who  in  a Little  time  after  Unfortunately  fell  into  the  Enemy’s 
hands  with  the  Letter,  as  they  were  coming  to  take  possession  of 
Wilmington.  He  was  a private,  but  a well  behaved  trusty  Young  fel- 
low, possessed  property.  Which  is  in  trade  and  therefore  Must  Suffer 
Very  Much.  If  under  these  circumstances  an  Exchange  without  In- 
terruption to  the  Important  business  before  (you)  Could  be  soon  Made 
for  him,  it  Would  give  me  great  pleasure,  his  name  is  William  Berry. 
The  Next  Morning  after  the  Enemy  had  taken  possession  of  Wil- 
mington We  got  Intelligence  of  it,  and  by  the  Evening  had  no  more 
of  Delaware  Militia  than  Sufficient  to  Conduct  the  Baggage  Home, 
and  these,  their  Officers  let  me  know,  were  determined  to  go  that  Night, 
Therefore  thought  it  best  to  give  them  that  charge  and  let  them  go. 
The  Next  day  I left  Coll  Gist  with  the  Continental  troops,  and  the 
Militia  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  at  the  Bridge,  And  have 
Ever  since,  but  am  sorry  to  say,  to  no  purpose,  been  trying  to  rouse 
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Rodney,  Caesar—  ( Continued. ) 

and  get  them  to  the  field  again.  Except  a few  small  parties  near 
Christiana  Creek  removing  Stock  &c  out  of  the  Enemy’s  way.  The 
people  complain  the  Militia  Law  by  the  Insufficiency  of  the  fines 
Compell’s  none  to  turn  out,  That  the  people  of  property  Who  are  dis- 
affected Avail  themselves  of  it  and  therefore  the  burthens  too  Great  on 
them.  In  Short,  it  does  not  seem  Ever  to  have  intended  by  the  Law 
they  should  be  brought  forth.  I am  much  hurt  by  not  having  it  in 
my  power  to  go  forward  with  Col1  Gist,  to  Join  General  Smallwood 
with  propriety.  Especially  as  the  Cause,  at  this  time,  so  Loudly  Calls 
Assistance.  If  there  are  any  Services  I Can  Render  be  pleased  to 
Command.” 


WASHINGTON’S  DESIRES  TO  TAKE  POST  AT 

WILMINGTON 

i io  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  Dec. 
25.  1777- 

A draft  of  an  interesting  historical  letter , in  which  he  says 
Genl  Washington  in  a letter  to  Geo.  Read , tells  him  of  his 
design  to  take  Post  at  Wilmington. 

‘‘Your  letter  of  the  22d  Instant,  by  Doctr  Spencer  Came  to  hand, 
and  I am  happy  to  find  You  have  taken  Post  at  Wilmington,  A Move- 
ment, Which,  in  its  Event,  must  tend  to  Secure  the  persons  and  prop- 
erty of  the  Well  Affected  in  this  State,  Against  the  depredations  and 
Insults  of  a Cruel  Enemy  and  their  more  Cruel  Abettors.  Mr  Read 
the  Vice  President,  left  this  town  on  Sunday  last.  A few  hours  before 
he  Set  out,  he  Recieved  a Letter  from  his  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington, advising  him  of  the  design  to  take  Post  at  Wilmington,  and 
Requesting  the  Aid  of  the  Militia  &c.  He  Immediately  directed  me 
to  Order  the  Militia  of  this  County  to  hold  themselves  in  Readiness 
to  March  at  a Moments  Warning  in  Case  it  Should  be  found  Necessary, 
these  Orders  have  been  Issued,  and  am  Sorry  to  say,  that  I believe 
they  will  be  Verry  little  Regarded.  As  Want  of  Zeal  in  some  and  dis- 
affection in  Others  is  so  prevalent  that  little  Good  is  to  be  Expected 
of  them  in  this  Way,  it  is  a misfortune  that  our  Militia  Law  is  not 
Calculated  to  bring  them  to  the  Field.  I have  Issued  Orders  to  My 
Light-Horse  to  go  Immediately  to  Your  Assistance,  and  shall  do  Every 
thing  in  my  power  to  get  them  there.  I make  no  doubt  but  the 
Militia  of  Newcastle  Count}'  which  are  near  at  hand,  Will  generally 
Turn  out.  I have  in  this  Town  & near  it  about  one  hundred  Men  who  are 
Engaged  and  Under  pay  for  two  Months,  but  they  are  Constantly  Em- 
ployed in  keeping  in  awe  and  preventing  the  disaffected  Carrying  on 
a trade  with  and  Supplying  the  Enemy  with  Provisions.  I have  many 
of  those  traitors  now  in  Goal,  and  should  be  Glad  of  a place  of  Greater 
Safety  for  them  than  this  is.  Should  therefore  be  pleased  to  know  of 
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Rodney,  Caesar — {Continued,.) 

You,  Whether  You’d  approve  of  their  being  Sent  to  your  Camp.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  by  the  bearer,  and  be  Assured  I shall 
do  Every  thing  in  My  power  to  Assist  you.” 

ii  i Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  Dec. 

28.  '777-  To  Capt.  Caldwell. 

A draft  of  his  letter  complaining  of  the  neglect  and  want  of 
duty  in  the  Commissary  department  by  Capt.  Caldxvell , his  ne- 
glecting to  pay  the  Militia , &c. 

1 12  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  Feb. 

21,  1778.  To  Genl.  Smallwood. 

A draft  of  his  letter  referring  a Miss  Landell  to  General 
Smallwood  in  reference  to  giving  her  a pass  into  Philadelphia, 
which  was  then  in  the  possession  of  the  British,  he  having 
doubts  as  to  his  authority  to  comply  with  the  young  lady's  re- 
quest. The  letter  also  refers  to  the  Delaware  Militia , and  is 
not  very  complimentary  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

“ Your  favour  of  the  18th  was  delivered  me  by  Captain  Lee,  and  be 
assured  Every  Assistance  in  my  power  shall  be  given  him,  I hope  and 
believe  they  will  act  with  prudence.  The  Militia  to  be  Sent  from  this 
County  are  Ordered  and  the  day  fixed  for  their  March,  I wish  they 
may  more  than  Answer  My  Expectations,  but  Liberty,  Freedom  &c 
are  but  dull  Sounds  in  their  Ears,  and  am  afraid  will  not  Sound  as  to 
be  heard  Throughut  the  Assembly;  He  that  hath  Ears  to  hear  let  him 
hear,  let  him  hear  or  abide  the  Sentence;  However  I flatter  my  Self 
there  are  a Majority  now  who  are  disposed  to  Emerge  from  the  former 
Torpid  State  of  the  House.  There  seems  to  be  many  late  Manoeuvres 
of  our  Army,  Which  I don’t  seem  able  fully  to  account  for,  Nor  would 
I wish  to  know  at  the  Risque  of  divulging  that  to  the  World  which 
ought  to  be  a Secret,  It  is  sufficient  for  me  that  I believe  and  trust 
every  thing  is  done  for  Best,”  etc. 

RODNEY  THINKS  OF  GOING  BACK  TO  CONGRESS 

AT  YORKTOWN. 

1 13  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio.  Dover, 
March  9th,  1778.  To  Thos.  McKean. 

A draft  of  a very  important  letter  to  Thomas  McKean,  in 
which  he  mentions  that  the  Assembly  ought  to  alloiv  the  County 
of  Sussex  to  have  a Representative  in  the  House  of  Assembly. 
He  gives  the  names  of  those  elected  to  fill  these  seats,  and  says 
that  the  President  lodges  with  his  old  friends,  Robinson  and 
Man  love,  whom  he  calls  traitors  to  their  country . 
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“This  letter  will  be  delivered  you  by  William  Frazer’s  Liuetenant 
of  the  Militia  Light  Draggoons.  He  is  sent  by  Mr  Read  for  a further 
Supply  of  Cash  to  be  Applied  in  Recruiting  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
and  I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Officers  appointed  to 
this  duty  have  Succeeded  far  beyond  my  most  Sanguine  hope,  having 
got,  in  a very  few  days  Near  Seventy  Recruits.  The  Vice-President, 
Who  is  now  here,  came  near  Three  Weeks  ago  to  Meet  the  General 
Assembly,  I believe,  with  a full  determination  to  have  Something 
done  to  Effect,  for  this  purpose.  When  they  first  Met  they  passed  a 
Law  to  give  a Representative  to  the  County  of  Sussex,  Who  then  had 
no  Members  in  the  Assembly  and  Wanted  two  Councilers.  In  Con- 
sequence of  this  Act  the  Election  was  held  at  Lewes  on  Munday  last, 
when  the  following  Persons  were  Pllected,  to  wit,  for  the  Council  John 
Clowes,  & William  Conwell  Esquires,  for  the  Assembly  Captain  Wil- 
liam Peerey,  Doctr  Joseph  Hall,  John  Collins,  Nathaniel  Waples, 
George  Adams,  Major  Simon  Kollock,  and  Levin  Derixon.  These 
men  joined  with  the  Representatives  of  Newcastle  County.  You’l  be 
Apt  to  think  with  me,  Will  produce  not  only  Wholesome  Laws  & 
Regulations,  but  Enrgy  in  the  Execution  of  them.  And  thereby  Rouse 
this  little  Branch  of  the  Union  from  its  Heretofore  Torpid  State, 
Which  God  of  his  Infinite  Mercy  Grant.  I need  not  tell  you  How 
disagreeable  the  Situation  of  those,  in  this  Peninsula,  Who  Openly 
profess  friendship  to  the  American  Cause.  A Narrow  Neck  of  Land 
liable  to  the  incursions  of  the  Enemy,  by  Water,  in  Small  Parties  and 
therefore  their  property  Exposed,  The  Militia  not  to  brought  forth  to 
the  protection  of  the  State  Tho’  frequently  Called  upon  in  the  most 
pressing  terms  for  that  purpose  I Do  not  Doubt,  my  dear  Sir,  Your 
desire  to  see  me  in  Congress,  or  at  least  that  I might  be  Ready  to  take 
my  Seat  when  You  Shall  be  necessarily  Called  off  to  the  discharge  of 
Your  duty,  in  another  public  department,  I Wish  to  be  with  you,  but 
think  it  highly  necessary  I Should  wait  the  Close  of  this  Session  of 
Assembly,  you  know  I may  be  of  Service.  One  thing,  Among  Others, 
Absolutely  necessary  to  be  done,  is  an  Allowance  to  the  Delegates, 
Which  many  of  the  Members  have  promised  me  Shall  be  Ample.  Let 
this  Session,  in  which  much  is  Expected,  be  done  away,  and  I come 
Immediately.  I am  not  a little  astonished  that  the  Appointment  of 
the  Delegates  was  not  published  in  the  papers,  as  Individuals  who 
may  have  Applications  to  make  to  Congress,  will  not  know  who  to 
Apply  through,  Mr  Read  lets  me  know  that  he  Applied  to  You  to 
Solicit  the  Exchange  of  our  late  President,  Which  if  accomplished 
might  be  as  well  for  the  House  as  the  Interest  of  the  State.  I can- 
not help  thinking  lie  ment  well  tho’  he  might  have  been  deceived 
by  many  in  whom  he  placed  Confidence.  However  the  Question  is, 
how  his  release  can  be  brought  about,  for  my  part  I cannot  figure  to 
my  Self  the  means  by  which  it  may  probably  be  done,  if  I could,  I 
would  Recommend  the  Execution  of  the  plan  to  you,  and  Do  not 
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doubt  you  would  Undertake,  tko’  he  might  never  have  discharged  the 
Duty  of  that  Station  with  that  Energy  that  you  and  I could  have 
Wished.  By  your  Letter  to  Mr  Read,  You  are  informed  that  the 
President  Lodges  with  his  1 old  friends  Robinson  & Manlove  and  that 
he  seems  perfectly  satisfied.  ’ It  may  be  those  Traitors  to  their  Country 
have  Visited  him  tho’  it  be  merely  to  Insult  him  in  his  unfortunate 
Situation,  but  I am  well  informed  that  Robinson  has  Lodged  at  Joshua 
Fishers  even  since  he  first  went  to  the  City,  and  that  Mauloves  place 
of  abode  is  at  one  Snowdens  over  the  Drawbridge.  Sir,  as  I have  de- 
clared to  you  my  intention  of  Coming  to  Congress  in  a Short  time, 
and  as  I Apprehend  Lodgings  in  York  Town  not  only  verry  Expen- 
sive but  Extremely  Scarce  and  difficult  to  be  Got,  Must  beg  leave  to 
solicit  Your  Endeavours  to  procure  such  for  me  as  you,  who  know  me 
well,  May  think  Suitable,  and  that  You  would  Write  me  fully  on  all 
these  Matters.” 

MENTIONS  BEING  APPOINTED  TO  TI-IE  SUPREME 
COMMAND  OF  THE  STATE. 

i 14  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  April  18th, 
1778.  To  Titos.  McKean. 

A draft  of  a very  important  and  interesting  historical  letter , 
mentioning  his  appointment  as  Supreme  Commander  of  the 
State,  recommending  changes  in  the  disposition  of  Delaware 
troops . and  narrates  the  routing  of  the  Tory  Genl.  Coives  and 
his  Army. 

“I  Rec’d  yours  of  the  8th  instant  by  Mr  Robinson,  the  Post,  Am 
much  pleased  that  the  General  Assembly  have  Your  Approbation  in 
their  Appointment  of  me  to  the  Supreme  Command  in  this  State,  and 
do  not  doubt  your  Willingness  to  render  me  your  best  Services,  I shall 
often  Stand  in  need  of  your  Advice  and  shall  thankfully  Receive  it 
whenever  given.  The  General  Assembly  is  still  Setting,  Much  busi- 
ness on  hand  but  little  finished  as  Yet.  In  the  House  of  Assembly  we 
have  the  Majority  of  Men  disposed  to  do  whatever  they  think  tends 
most  to  support  the  American  Cause,  but  Sir,  They  Labour  Under 
Some  disadvantage.  They  are  most  of  them  New  Members.  They 
want  a Pen.  They  Want  You,  business  goes  on  Slow  and  the  Slower 
too  as  they  want  Patience  Added  to  all  those  incoti  veinincies  we  are 
frequently  Alarmed,  Our  Situation  is  at  best  unsafe,  I am  in  Gen 
eral  Assembly  no  Small  Object.  I am  in  great  hope  However  that  in 
a few  days  we  shall  have  a Military  Law  Through  both  Houses,  Cal- 
culated to  bring  forth  the  Militia,  which  on  any  Requisition  of  Con- 
gress nothing  Shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  Wherever  the)’  are  Regu- 
lated under  the  Law’s  Which  will  take  some  time,  There  is  a Matter  I 
would  wish  to  mention  to  you  as  one  of  Our  Delegates,  Which,  if 
Congress  Should  Affirm  and  Adopt,  I think  and  am  Convinced  would. 
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tend  more  to  Security  of  the  little  State  than  any  other  Plan  in  that 
way  we  can  fall  upon,  And  he  of  Infinite  advantage  to  the  Neigh- 
bouring States  and  indeed  to  the  Cause  in  General,  You  know  Sir,  we 
have  a very  Considerable  water  frontier,  bordering  on  Which  are  our 
best  Grass  and  farm  Lands,  well  stocked,  and  a number  of  Salt  works 
not  only  necessary  but  convenient  for  the  Support  of  our  Army,  which 
I hope  will  be  large,  This  property  so  Situated  must  be  protected  where 
they  are,  as  there  are  no  other  grounds  within  the  State  that  can  Sub- 
sist the  Stock  and  the  Salt  Works  cannot  be  removed  Now  I would 
wish,  and  do  think  it  highly  Expedient  that  Congress  WouldOider an 
Independent  Company  of  an  hundred  Men  on  the  plan  of  the  one 
fixed  at  the  Cape  under  Captain  Perry,  to  be  Stationed  in  Kent  at  such 
place  or  places  as  I shall  from  time  to  time  direct,  the  Company  to  be 
raised  for  one  Year  at  least.  It  may  be  said  that  it  will  better  suit  the 
Militia  to  defend  this  part  of  the  County,  but  Sir,  I have  got  to  be 
tolerably  acquainted  with  Militia  in  General  and  particularly  with 
ours,  and  do  know  that  so  near  to  their  Homes  they  cannot  be  kept  to 
duty.  That  Subordination  which  Yon  know  to  be  Necessary  Cannot  be 
Maintained  Unless  they  are  joined  and  Acting  with  Continental, 
Therefore  Could  wish  that  this  plan  might  be  Adopted,  and  that  any 
Number  of  the  Militia  which  may  be  thought  necessary  to  assist  the 
Continental  Army,  and  defend  this  river  side  may  all  be  sent  to  the 
Army,  for  sure  I am  that  one  hundred  Men  under  Subordination  will 
be  of  more  Service  here,  than  all  the  Militia  in  the  State.  The  Night 
before  last  a part  of  the  Miltia  of  this  Count}'  which  I ordered  out 
under  Ll  Cob  Pope  of  Delaware,  Against  Gen1  China  Clow,  and  his 
Army  of  Refugees,  Came  up  with  them  on  the  Western  Border  of  this 
County,  and  verry  soon  Routed  Mr  Clow  & his  Army,  and  burnt 
the  Fort,  This  Villain  Clow  had  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men. 
They  left  in  the  Fort  about  a thousand  weight  of  Bacon,  and  two  bar- 
rels of  flower  Which  they  Stole,  Pray  dont  neglect  the  affair  of  the 
Company.  I would  wish  Congress  to  Establish.” 

315  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  April  24th, 
1778.-  To  the  President  of  Congress. 

His  draft  of  an  important  military  letter  giving  an  account 
of  how  ihe  Delaware  Militia  pursued  and  broke  up  China 
Clozv's  gang  of  tones. 

‘‘There  is  a Matter  I intended  but  neglected  to  mention  in  my  other 
Letter  of  this  day.  On  Tuesday  the  fourteenth  Instant  I Got  infor- 
mation that  about  One  hundred  and  fifty  Insurgents  under  the  Com- 
mand of  one  China  Clow  Were  Armed  and  Assembled  on  the  Western 
Side  of  this  County  near  the  borders  of  Maryland.  I as  Soon  as  pos- 
sible Collected  and  Sent  about  one  hundred  and  forty  of  the  Militia  of 
this  County  under  the  Command  of  Ll  Col1  Pope  of  the  Delawares, 
against  them.  They  had  built  a Fort,  Which  the  Militia  Surrounded 
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on  Thursday  Night,  but  Mr  Clow  and  his  Gang  hearing  of  their  ap- 
proach fled.  The  Militia  burnt  the  Fort  and  Secured  all  the  Stolen 
Effects  in  about  it  & Retired.  I then  fitted  out  a Number  of  Horse 
Men,  Since  when  many  of  them  have  been  taken  and  Others  Surren- 
dered, to  the  number,  in  all,  of  about  fifty,  About  twenty  of  whom 
being  Young  men  are  off  with  the  Delaware  Battalion  to  Enlist  or  do 
worse,  So  that,  with  what  the  Maryland  Militia  have  done,  This  infer- 
nal Set  are  I believe  Broke  up  and  hope  to  hear  in  a few  days  that 
Clow  is  taken.” 

IN  REFERENCE  TO  THE  SCHOONER  FORTUNE 

i [6  Rodney,  Caesar.  A L.  2 pages,  4to.  Dover,  May 
7th,  1778.  To  Gen.  Dagworthy. 

The  draft  of  a letter  giving  distinctions  to  Gen.  Dagworthy 
as  to  his  duty  in  reference  to  the  Sale  of  Cargo  of  the  Schooner 
Fortune . 

11  I am  informed  by  the  Judge  if  Ye  Admiralty,  that  the  Court  Or- 
dered the  Cargo  of  the  Schooner  Fortune  to  be  Sold  in  Order  to  pre- 
vent waste  and  the  Expenses  of  Guards  &c  That  Col1  John  Jones  was 
Appointed  Marshal  Who  had  Given  Bond  for  the  discharge  of  his  Duty 
as  to  the  Selling  the  Cargo  and  returning  the  monies  to  the  Judge  for 
distribution  among  Such  as  Should  be  Considered  Adjudged  by  him, 
to  have  a just  Claim.  That  Mr  Jones  in  Virtue  of  this  Appointment  had 
advertised  the  Cargo  to  be  Sold  by  him  on  Monday  next.  The  Judge 
now  informs  me  that  a Set  of  Men  under  the  name  of  a Committee 
have  in  Open  Violation  of  the  Civil  Authority,  Undertaken  not  only 
to  pull  down  the  Advertisements  of  the  Marshal  but  to  Set  up  Others, 
Under  their  Authority,  for  the  Sale  of  the  Cargo  aforesaid,  as  of,  to- 
morrow, As  I found  by  the  deposition  taken  in  the  Court  of  Admir- 
alty, That  Captain  of  the  Schooner  Surrendered  the  vessel  and  Cargo 
to  You  as  Commanding  Officer,  I am  not  a little  Surprised  that  these 
people,  Whoever  they  be,  Should  have  the  possession  of  this  Cargo 
Unless  by  Your  Authority,  However,  be  that  as  it  may.  As  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  Militia,  You  are  by  every  means  in  your  power,  to 
immediately  put  a Stop  to  this  Riotous  proceeding,  and  you  are  also 
by  Your  Authority  to  Afford  Every  Necessary  protection  to  the  Mar- 
shal, And  for  that  purpose,  in  case  you  should  be  too  unwell  to  Act 
in  person,  You  are  Immediately  to  Issue  Orders  to  Your  Inferior  Offi- 
cers, And  report  to  me  How  you  and  Your  Officers  Shall  have  Con- 
ducted Your  Selves  in  the  premises.” 

RODNEY  ASKS  FOR  PROTECTION  AGAINST  THE 
DEPREDATIONS  OF  THE  ENEMY. 

117  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio.  Dover,  May 
8,  1 778.  To  Thus.  McKean 
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His  draft  of  a letter  to  Thos.  McKean , speaking  vf  the  dil- 
atory tactics  of  the  Assembly , and  asking  that  Congress  afford 
protection  to  the  State  against  the  depredations  of  the  enemy 
071  the  coast. 

“ I received  your  favour  of  the  28th  I am  Apprehensive  the  As- 
sembly will  not  Continue  to  set  more  than  a day  or  two,  I know  not 
the  Cause,  But  really  think  they  might  as  well  never  had,  Met  for 
all  they  are  likely  to  do.  I certainly  know  this,  That  I have  been 
furnished  with  but  one  Bill  Yet  to  put  the  Seal  to,  Tho’  they  have 
been  Setting  near  Three  Months,  Shall  be  able  to  let  you  know  more 
of  this  by  the  Next  Post.  I wish  to  God  you  had  been  here  to  have 
lent  them  your  assistance  four  Weeks  ago,  * * * We  are  Con- 

stantly Alarmed  in  the  Peace  by  the  Enemy  and  Refugees,  Seldom 
a day  passes  but  Some  man  in  this  and  the  Neighbouring  Counties  is 
taken  off  by  these  Villians,  so  that  many,  near  the  Bay.  Who  I know 
to  be  hearty  in  the  Cause,  dare  neither  Act  or  Speak  least  they  Should 
be  taken  away  and  their  Houses  plundered,  These  fears  will  certainly 
increase  till  some  protection  is  afforded  them,  Therefore  I must  again 
Solicit  your  Moveing  Congress  in  the  Most  Earnest  manner  for  the 
Company  I mentioned  in  a former  Letter,  if  it  is  obtained  our  persons 
and  property  may  be  tolerably  Safe,  if  not  I fear  I must  Decamp,  I 
think  Congress  ought  not  Hesitate  Especially  when  you  Consider, 
that  the  number  of  Guards  heretofore  Necessary  to  the  defense  of  a 
people  Situate  as  we  are,  has  Exosted  our  funds.  The  practice  of 
lauding  in  small  parties  and  taking  men  out  of  their  Beds  is  so  Villain- 
ous, and  is  so  Generally  adopted  by  the  Enemy,  as  may  be  sufficient 
to  Call  the  attention  of  Congress  for  Retaliation.  Some  punishment 
for  this  Offense  might  be  adopted  by  the  State,  More  properly  were 
they  in  proper  Force  for  that  purpose,  The  three  hundred  Men  Or- 
dered for  the  Eastern  Shore  upon  the  plan  I have  mentioned,  I have 
not  heard  of.  However,  Sure  I am,  if  they  are  not  Stationed  on  the 
Delaware,  they  will  be  of  little  or  no  service  to  us. 

Lord  North’s  Speech  is  certainly  the  production  of  a King  and  Minis- 
try hard  pushed,  and  wicked  even  to  the  last.  Nor  Tho’  their  Sal- 
vation depended  on  their  acknowledging  the  Independence  of  America, 
and  Entering  into  a Commercial  Treaty  with  them,  By  their  plan 
they  are  trying  to  divide  us,  However  Virtue  aud  firmness,  will,  with 
the  Blessing  of  God,  as  well  frustrate  them  in  this,  as  in  all  their  other 
damnable  projects  to  cajole  and  Enslave.  Since  I wrote  You  last  a 
Sloop  drove  a shore  at  the  Cape  Richly  Laden  with  Wine,  Spirits, 
Porter,  Cheese  and  a Great  Quantity  of  Dry-Goods.  The  Cargo  is  all 
Saved  and  suppose  will  Sell  for  Sixty  Thousand  pounds.  * * * 

I Just  now  got  Certain  Intelligence  from  Port-Pen  that  ten  people  resi- 
dentors  of  that  neck  were  taken  off  and  Carried  on  board  the  Enemy’s 
Veshells  Last  Night.” 
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I 1 8 Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  May  22d,  1778.  To 
Thos.  McKean. 

The  draft  of  a letter  in  reference  to  the  Assembly  and 
begging  McKean  to  spare  a week  with  that  body . 

“ Our  Post  who  rides  Every  Week  from  this  to  Lancaster  and  is  In- 
structed to  Enquire  there  at  the  Post  and  Printing  Offices  for  Letters 
to  me,  Our  Assembly  have  broke  off  Without  having  Completed  their 
business,  but  Expect  they  will  meet  on  Munday  Next  with  a greater 
stock  of  Patience.  I wish  I could  induce  you  to  believe  your  business 
would  justify  your  spending  even  one  Week  with  them.” 

HOPES  CONGRESS  WILL  NOT  TREAT  WITH  THE 
BRITISH  COMMISSIONERS  UNLESS  THEY  AC- 
KNOWLEDGE OUR  INDEPENDENCE. 

1 19  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio.  Newark, 
June  1 1.  1778.  To  Thos.  McKean. 

His  draft  of  a letter , of  great  historical  interest , in  which 
he  complains  of  the  dilitory  practices  of  the  Assembly , and 
deprecates  that  Congress  should  think  the  State  of  Delaware 
lost  for  lack  of  force  to  defend  itself.  Also  mentions  that  he 
is  aware  that  the  British  Commissioners  are  on  their  way  to 
meet  Congress , but  hopes  they  will  not  neat  with  them  unless 
they  acknowledge  our  Independence . 

“ You  and  I both  have  had  our  disagreeable  Moments,  with  respect 
to  the  Compleetion  of  the  Delaware  State.  However  those  who  dare 
persevere  in  Such  days  of  tryal,  cannot  now  be  doubted.  He  that 
dare  acknowledge  himself  a Whig,  near  the  waters  of  the  Delaware, 
where  not  only  his  property,  but  his  person,  is  every  hour  in  danger 
of  being  carried  off,  is  more,  in  my  Opinion,  to  be  depended  upon 
than  a doz11  Whigs  in  security.  You  have  had  your  time  of  tryal  here. 
You  know  how  precarious  their  Scituation,  and  You  also  know  their 
firmness;  They  did  not  bear  that  proportion  to  the  disaffected  that  I 
could  have  Wished.  Yet  While  they  dare  contend,  I hope  Congress 
would  not  have  Supposed  the  State  lost.  I thauk  God  Affairs  now 
bear  a different  Compleetion,  and  can  I but  have  the  Countenance  and 
Support  of  Congress,  which  no  doubt  I shall,  Civil  Government,  I am 
Convinced,  will  soon  be  in  such  force,  as  to  cause  those  who  have 
Offended,  to  tremble. 

I received  from  the  president  of  Congress  the  Treaty  of  Amity  & 
Commerce  with  the  resolution  of  Congress  therein  before  the  rising  of 
our  General  Assembly  and  laid  them  before  the  House  Immediately 
With  a Message.  This  together  with  all  the  other  Acts  transmitted 
me  by  the  President  they  have  Neglected  to  finish,  Some  indeed  they 
have  not  as  Yet  taken  into  Consideration. 
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The  House  of  Assembly  have  passed  a fee  Bill  in  which  they  made 
an  Allowance,  to  Each  of  the  Delegates  in  Congress,  of  Three  pounds 
per  day,  and  sent  it  to  the  Council  for  Concurrence.  But  owing  more 
to  Ignorance  than  any  Evil  intention,  They  have  in  the  Manner  of 
doing  it,  Insulted  the  delegates  by  Makeing  it  necessary  for  them  to 
have  a Certificate,  from  the  Secietary,  of  their  Actual  Attendance. 
The  Council  are  for  allowing  the  same  sum  from  the  time  they  leave 
home  till  they  return,  according  to  their  own  account  rendered  to  the 
House,  and  it  would  have  passed  in  that  manner  had  not  the  Assembly 
gone  off  as  mentioned  before.  I have  issued  writs  for  calling  them 
together  again  on  Wednesday  Next,  When,  if  possible  for  you  to 
come,  You  might  render  great  Service.  * * * It  is  certain  that  the 
Commissioners  are  come  for  the  purpose  of  treating,  but  hope  Con- 
gress will  not  treat  without  they  first  acknowledge  Independence.  I 
don’t  Understand  the  withdrawing  their  fleets  & Armies  unless  they 
Actually  go  back  to  England.  Our  whole  Army  have  moved  three 
miles  nearer  Philada,  and  am  just  informed  that  the  British,  Except 
the  Grenadiers  and  light  Infantry,  are  Encamped  on  the  Jersy  Shore. 
This  Fleet,  Consisting  of  one  hundred  and  Seventy  Sail  at  least  lay 
between  Renden  point  and  Bombay-Hook,  Except  the  Flagle,  Trident 
Phenix  and  two  or  three  Armed  Veshels.” 

IN  REFERENCE  TO  THE  ARTICLES  OF  CONFED- 
ERATION. 

120  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  July  3 1 , 1 778. 
lo  Henry  Laurens,  President  of  Congress. 

7 he  draft  of  his  letter , promising  to  have  the  House  of 
Assembly  act  on  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 

“I  verry  lately  Received  Your  favour,  of  the  tenth  Instant,  Con- 
cerning the  Confederation,  which  is  the  first  Application  of  Congress, 
ou  this  head,  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  and  is  the  reason 
Assigned  me,  by  several  of  the  Members  Why  it  was  not  taken  into 
Consideration  heretofore.  The  General  Assembly  of  this  State  will,  by 
Adjournment,  meet  in  this  place  the  tenth  day  of  August  next,  When 
I shall  lay  your  letter  before  them  as  requested.  I shall  urge  them  to 
as  Speedy  a determination  as  its  Importance  will  admit  of,  and  will 
Cause  their  Resolutions  thereon  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Delagates  of 
this  State  to  be  laid  before  Congress.” 

121  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover, 
August  nth,  1778.  lo  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith. 

A draft  of  his  letter  deprecating  the  destruction  of  Smith's 
Fa>  in  Houses  and  other  property  at  Bombay- Hook , for  which 
he  ( Rodney ) blames  the  Refugees  and  the  Continental  troops 
from  Wilmington. 
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1 Rec’d  Yesterday  Evening,  a Letter  from  you  Dated  the  15th  of 
July  last  Concerning  the  destruction  of  your  Farm  Houses,  and  Other 
buildings  on  Bombay-Hook.  The  loss  to  you  is,  no  doubt,  verry  Con- 
siderable, and  your  submitting  to  such  a Sacrifice  for  the  public  Good 
is  a further  proof  of  that  Patriotism  you  have  hitherto  Shewn.  It  ap- 
pears that  Inhabitants  of  that  Island  were  a wicked  Set,  and  carried 
on,  for  a considerable  time,  a most  Villainous  and  destructive  trade 
with  the  Enemy,  and  were  so  scituated  between  the  other  Inhabitants 
of  this  fstate  and  the  Eneraj'  that  they  could  not  be  easily  prevented, 
Which,  I make  no  doubt,  was  the  cause  of  this  Severe  Step,  But  Sir 
it  was  not  done  by  any  order  of  mine  or  any  resolution  of  this  State, 
We  were  not,  at  that  time,  in  force  to  have  done  it,  and  defend  our 
other  Posts  from  the  incursions  of  the  Enemy,  and  their  Abbettors, 
the  Refugees  who  were  on  our  Coast  from  one  End  of  the  State  to  the 
Other.  I am  informed,  and  believe  the  fact  is,  That  it  was  done  by  a 
part}'  of  Continental  troops  from  Wilmington  under  the  Command  of 
Lt.  Col1  Pope,  Who  I presume  had  his  Orders  from  General  Small- 
wood I make  no  doubt  that  Some  Individuals  of  the  Militia,  Who 
lived  near  the  place  and  had  Suffered  by  them,  went  over  to  the 
Island  with,  and  assisted  the  Continental  Troops.  I am  much  Con- 
cerned Whenever  the  opperations  of  War  are  such  as  Make  it  neces- 
sary to  Sacrifice  the  property  of  Whigs,  When  really  Tories  are  accu- 
mulating Wealth  for  which  they  are  Claiming,  and  indeed  obtaining 
the  protection  of  that  Government  they  never  sought  to  Establish.” 

122  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  Aug.  22d, 
1778.  To  the  President  of  Congress. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  informing  the  President  of  Congress 
that  the  Assembly  did  not  meet  on  August  10th,  as  intended „ 
so  as  yet  had  not  acted  on  the  Articles  of  Confederation , but 
if  necessary  he  would  call  them  in  Extra  Session  for  that 
purpose 

“ In  my  last  I informed  you  that  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
were  to  Meet,  by  Adjournment,  on  the  tenth  of  this  Instant,  When  I 
would  lay  before  them,  for  Consideration,  The  Confederation  and 
Your  Letter  on  that  head.  The  Assembly  did  not  meet  according  to 
adjournment,  and  therefor,  by  the  Constitution  cannot  Assemble,  un- 
less Called  by  the  President.  However,  I shall  meet  the  Privy  Council 
at  Newcastle  on  Monday  the  31st  of  this  Instant.  Therefore  if  Con- 
gress think  it  necessary  and  Will  advise  me  of  it,  I will  then  Issue 
Writs  for  calling  the  Assembly  for  that  purpose  previous  to  the  Annual 
Election  to  be  held  on  the  first  day  of  October.  The  Assembly  then 
Chosen  will  Set  on  the  twentieth  of  the  same  month.” 

123  Rodney,  Caesar.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  Aug.  22,  1 778, 
To  Henry  Laurens,  President  of  Congress,  with  address. 
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This  is  the  original  letter , sent  to  the  President  of  Congress- 
of  which  the  preceding  letter  is  his  Autograph  Draft , signed- 

124  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  Aug. 
24th,  i 778 . To  Messrs.  McKean  and  Vandike,  Delegates 
in  Congress. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  to  Congress  praying  that  they  use 
their  endeavors  to  get  the  exchange  of  Mr.  McKinly,  Capt. 
Silas  Snow  and  Major  Hodgson,  three  prisoners  iti  the  hands 
of  the  enemy. 

PLEADING  WITH  CONGRESS  FOR  THE  EXCHANGE 
OF  PRESIDENT  McKINLY  FOR  GOVERNOR  WM. 
FRANKLIN. 

1 25  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Dover,  Aug. 
24th,  1778.  To  Congress. 

Draft  of  Jus  letter , pleading  zvith  Congress  to  exchange 
President  fno.  McKinly  for  the  late  Gov.  Wm.  Franklin , of 
Ntzv  jersey. 

“ Mr  McKinly  the  late  President  of  this  State  informs  me  that  Gen 
eral  Clinton  has  Enlarged  him,  on  Parole,  for  one  Month,  from  the 
fifth  of  this  Instant,  in  order  to  Effect  an  Exchange  for  M1'  Franklin 
late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  That  the  proposed  Ex- 
change has  been  laid  Congress,  by  Mr  McKinly,  for  their  approbation, 
That  the  Matter  was  taken  up.  Debated  upon  and,  for  Some  Reasons, 
postponed  on  Thursday  last,  Mr  McKinly  also  says  that,  one  objec- 
tion was  that,  No  application  had  been  made,  in  his  favor  by  the 
Authority  of  this  State,  With  respect  to  the  Application  to  Congress 
in  his  favour,  The  President  And  Privy  Council  were  not  advised  of 
the  Measure  and  therefore  could  not  Apply.  The  other  reason  why 
Congress  have  not  Acceeded  to  the  proposed  Exchange,  I cannot 
Judge  of,  as  they  have  not  been  Communicated  to  me.  Certainly 
Congress,  Who  have  the  most  Exclusive  View  of  these  Matters,  can 
best  Judge  of  the  proprietyof  Exchanging  Mr.  Franklin,  HoweverSo 
far  as  Mr  McKinly’s  Conduct  and  Services  from  the  beginning  of  this 
Great  Contest  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  In  Adopting  and 
Enforceing  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  from  time  to  time,  both  as  a 
Member  of  the  Assembly  and  Member  of  Committee,  His  Activity 
as  an  Officer  in  the  Militia,  Ilis  Obtaining  Subscriptions  and  Collect- 
ing Money  for  the  Poor  of  Boston,  Will  recommend  him  to  the  favour 
of  Congress,  and  the  good  Opinion  of  all  other  friends  to  our  Glori- 
ous Cause,  I am  persuaded  he  is  deserving.  Soon  after  the  Declar- 
ation of  Independence  and  the  Adopting  of  the  present  Constitution 
the  State,  M1'  McKinly  Was  appointed  President,  from  that  appoint- 
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ment  untill  he  was  taken  prisoner,  all  his  Letters,  and  Orders  to  me 
as  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Militia  breathed  the  Same  Spirit  of 
Patriotism,  I cannot  pretend  to  Judge  of  Mr  McKinly’s  Secret  Inten- 
tion or  Wish,  But  his  public  Services  in  this  great  Contest  induces  me 
to  wish  him  restored  to  his  Liberty,  Col1  Bedford,  and  Col1  Latimer 
fully  concur  with  me  in  this,  The  other  two  Members  of  the  Privy 
Council  are  Absent,  one  in  the  State  of  Maryland  and  the  other  with 
a Sick  family.” 

126  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Dover,  Nov. 
4th,  1778.  To  the  President  of  Congre-s. 

A draft  of  his  It  tier,  refusing  to  open  the  package  of  mani- 
festos sent  by  the  British  Commissioners,  and  complaining  of 
the  inaction  of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  reference  to  the 
Articles  of  Confederation . 

“ I Rec’d  your  favours  of  the  Ist  Instant  by  Express,  this  day  I sup- 
pose there  is  little  doubt  that  the  package  Marked  Delaware,  is  filled 
with  Manifestoes  from  the  British  Commissioners,  if  so  I would  not 
be  at  the  trouble  of  opening  it  for  the  Contents,  and  as  I deserved  no 
British  favours  when  no  better  terms  than  we  now  have,  Am  deter- 
mined against  taking  this. 

In  my  Letter  of  the  27th  of  October  I informed  you  that  I had  laid 
before  the  General  Assembly,  then  Setting,  The  Several  Acts  of  Con- 
gress inclosed  with  Yours  of  the  7th  and  13th  together  with  the  Con- 
federation, and  that  I should  take  the  Earliest  opportunity,  to  make 
Congress  Acquainted  with  their  determination,  I am  now  to  inform 
Congress,  and  it  is  with  Concern  I do  it,  That  by  some  means  or  other 
in  the  course  of  Yesterday  and  to-day  the  Members  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  have  dispersed  and  thereby  the  House  dissolved,  without 
having  Compleated  any  one  piece  of  business  laid  before  them.  This 
procedure  of  Theirs  laid  me  under  the  necessity  of  Immediately  Call- 
ing the  privy  Council  to  lay  an  Embargo,  for  thirty  days,  to  take  place 
at  the  Expiration  of  the  present  Act  of  Assembly.  This  is  all  we  can 
do  touching  that  business.  At  the  Meeting  of  the  Councils  I purpose 
Issuing  Writs  to  Call  the  General  [Assembly]  to  meet  on  the  fourth 
day  of  January  next,  if  Congress  think  their  Meeting  at  a Shorter  day 
Absolutely  necessary.  Should  be  Glad  they  w’ould  let  me  know  it  by 
the  ninth  ofthis  mouth,  that  I may  then  propose  it  to  the  Council,”  &c. 

127  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  Nov.  8,  1778. 
To  the  President  of  Congress. 

o 

Draft  of  his  letter  in  reference  to  railing  of  the  Assembly 
at  an  earlier  date  than  purposed  in  the  preceding  letter . 

“ I expect  the  Privy  Council  Agreeable  to  Summons,  will  meet  here 
tomorrow,  and  do  not  Doubt  they  will  Concur  with  me  in  calling  the 
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General  Assembly  together  as  Early  as  possible  in  order  to  Compleat 
the  business  so  Earnestly  recommended  by  Congress.  I shall  let 
Congress  [know]  the  time  fixed  for  the  Assembly’s  Meeting.” 

128  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  Nov.  13,1778. 
To  Henry  Laurens,  President  of  Congress. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  notifying  Congress  of  the  date  of  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Delaware. 

“ I now  beg  leave  to  inform  Congress,  that,  with  the  Concurrence 
of  the  Privy  Council,  I have,  by  Writ,  Called  the  General  Assembly  to 
meet  at  Dover  on  Monday  the  Twenty  third  of  this  Instant.  There- 
fore, if  Congress  have  any  Matters  they  would  wish  to  have  laid  before 
the  General  Assembly,  other  than  Those  already  recommended,  hope 
they  will  furnish  me  with  them.” 

129  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.4to.  Dover,  Nov.  22d,  1778. 
To  Henry  Laurens,  President  of  Congress. 

A draft  of  his  letter , in  reference  to  the  'Treaty  of  Amity  and 
Commerce . 

‘‘This  morning,  half  after  10  O’clock,  I Rec’d  Your  Excellency’s 
favours  of  the  16th  17th  and  1 Stl1  Instant,  with  the  Several  Acts  of 
Congress  and  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce,  Such  of  them  as 
Require  the  Consideration  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  laid  be- 
fore them  Immediately  on  their  making  a Plouse.” 

130  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  Jan.  27th’ 

177 9-  To  Messrs.  Scudder,  Morris  and  Whipple,  the  Com- 

mittee of  Congress. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  in  reference  to  orders  from  Congress. 

TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON  IN  REFERENCE  TO 
QUARTERING  PULASKI’S  LEGION. 

131  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  Jan.  27th, 

1779.  To  General  Washington. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  to  General  Washington  in  reference 
to  quartering  Pulaski's  Legion. 

‘‘Your  favour  of  the  19th  instant  came  to  hand,  by  Express  the 
23d  in  the  afternoon,  I immediately  laid  it  before  the  General  Assembly 
who  are  now  taking  orders  in  the  Matter,  be  assured  nothing  in  my 
power  to  Aid  the  Quarter  Master  Shall  be  wanting. 

I am  apprehensive  Your  Excellency  Must  have  been  misinformed 
with  respect  to  the  County  of  Sussex  being  able  to  Maintain  a part  of 
the  Horse.  They  have  no  forage  but  what  is  taken  from  the  Indian 
Corn  and  Salt  Marshes.  The  Indian  Corn  has  produced  very  little 
this  year,  owing  to  a Storm  before  the  time  of  Gathering.  The  Counties 
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of  Newcastle  & Kent  will  be  able  to  Maintain  a considerable  Number 
and  believe  the  Quarter  Masters  have  got  Stables,  already  Erected, 
Sufficient  for  Polaski’s  Legion.  Mr  Quarter  Master  Wade  has  not 
Yet  Called  on  me.” 

132  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio.  Dover, 
March  8th,  1 779 

A draft  of  a letter  in  reference  to  clothing  and  pay  of  the 
Delaware  soldiers  and  officers. 

“It  is  my  Sincere  wish  that  the  United  States  had  it  in  their  power 
to  make  a provision  for  all  those  who  have  drawn  their  swords  in  de- 
fence of  American  Liberty  and  Independence,  Equal  to  their  Honor- 
able and  Patriotic  Employment,  Which  would  far  exceed  even  what 
is  now  allowed  them,  and  I must  confess  that,  in  this  General  wish,  I 
have  a partiallity  for  the  Delaware.  But  will  Youth  Contend  with 
Age.  when  unto  age  belongeth  Wisdom  ? Will  not  the  weak  Cow 
down  before  the  Mighty,  When  unto  them  belongeth  Strength?  and 
therefore,  Will  the  little  Delaware  State,  Vie  with  the  Autient  Do- 
minion ? I think  nevertheless  that  your  Ambition  is  a Laudable  Am- 
bition and  Ought  to  [be]  Encouraged  by  every  friend  to  the  American 
Cause.” 

133  Rodney,  Caesar.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  March  13,  1779. 
To  Joseph  Read. 

Draft  of  his  letter  1 egarding  depredations  by  the  Enemy  on 
the  coast , and  the  means  taken  to  prevent  it. 

134  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio.  Dover,  April 
17,  ‘779-  To  Jno.  Dickinson  ? 

The  draft  of  a letter , the  first  page  of  which  is  by  another 
hand , but  the  last  two  pages  are  in  the  hand  of  and  signed  by 
Caesar  Rodney.  The  letter  is  of  considerable  historical  interest , 
as  he  asks  Congress  to  have  Capt.  Silas  Snow  and  Robert 
Hodgson  exchanged , who  are  prisoners  on  Long  Island,  and 
treats  of  the  irregularities  in  the  Quarter-Masters  and  Com- 
missary Department  of  the  army , which  he  asserts  are  carried 
on  in  a manner  to  injure , if  not  ruin  the  Cause. 

‘‘I  must  beg  leave  to  mention  to  you  a Matter  Which  gives  me  and 
I think  must  Give  every  real  friend  to  American  Independence  Great 
Concern.  I mean  the  management  in  the  Quarter-Masters  and  Com- 
missaries Department.  The  prices  now  Given  and  likely  to  be  given 
for  any  kind  of  Foreage  and  provisions  together  with  the  Expences 
of  transporting  are  so  Enormous  that  I much  (ear  they  will  in  the 
end;  if  a remedy  cannot  be  fallen  upon,  tend  very  much,  if  not  Effec- 
tually to  ruin  One  of  the  Most  Glorious  Causes  a people  ever  were 
engaged  in. ” 
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RODNEY  HEARS  OF  THE  SUCCESS  AT  CHARLES- 
TOWN. 

135  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L S.  2 pages,  4to.  Dover,  June 
13th.  1779.  To  Jno.  Dickinson. 

The  draft  of  las  letter , complaining  of  the  acts  of  certain 
members  of  the  General  Assembly , and  is  happy  for  the  suc- 
cesses at  Charles-Toivn.  Speaking  of  the  General  Assembly, 
he  so  ys  : 

“ Ami  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  That  when  these  and  some  other 
things  of  less  Moment  were  done,  two  of  the  Members  of  Assembly 
according  to  Custom,  went  off,  and  thereby  dissolved  the  House,  Tho’ 
much  business  of  importance  nearly  finished,  I don’t  like  to  make 
use  of  harsh  Expressions  relative  to  these  Gentlemen’s  Conduct.  But 
wish  most  heartily  they  had  a deeper  sense  of  their  Duty.  * * * I 

just  now  received  your  letter  of  the  tenth  instant  and  am  happy  in 
our  Success  at  Charles-Town,  if  that  be  confirmed  we  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  the  Enemy,  and  Congress  may  turn  their  attention  to  our 
internal  affairs.” 

136  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  July 
8th,  1779.  To  Messrs.  McKean  and  Dickinson. 

The  draft  of  his  letter,  objecting  to  giving  a permit  to  Mrs. 
Prudence  Moore  to  go  to  New  York  to  see  lur  husband,  Capt. 
Moore,  a prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  British,  as  he  does  not 
think  it  necessary  or  prudent. 

137  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  July 

20th , 1779.  To  James  Booth. 

Draft  of  his  letter,  regarding  convening  the  Privy  Council 
for  urgent  business,  anil  to  his  complaints  against  Deputy 
Quarter-Master  General  Francis  Wade. 

138  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  Sept.  11th, 

1779.  To  Col.  Craighead 

The  draft  of  his  letter  regarding  the  request  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington to  give  immediate  attention  to  clothing  the  army. 

“ I have  Just  Rec’d  a letter  from  his  Excellency  General  Washing- 
ton, one  from  the  Clothier  General,  and  a Copy  of  one  from  the  Board 
of  War  to  him,  All  on  the  Subject  of  Clothing  the  Army.  * * . * 

You  will  use  utmost  Endeavours  by  every  Means  in  Your  Power  to 
Supply  our  Quota.” 

139  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Oct.  17,  1779.  To 
Jno.  Dickinson. 

Draft  of  a letter  regarding  money  to  pay  off  the  bounties 
allowed  by  Congress  for  the  recruiting  Service,  and  also  for 
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procuring  flour  for  the  army . Of  the  speculations  in  this  line 
he  says: 

“ I shall  do  everything  in  my  power  to  forward  the  business,  but 
expect  the  flower  will  come  high,  as  those  termed  Speculators  are  as 
thick  and  industrious  as  Bees,  and  as  Active  and  wicked  as  the  Devil 
himself.  I doubt  much  whether  any  of  the  Taxes  mentioned  by  the 
Committee  are,  as  yet,  paid  into  the  Treasury.” 

140  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  Nov.  5th, 

1779.  To  J no.  Dickinson. 

A draft  of  a letter  regarding  the  recruiting  set  vice,  and  as 
usual  complaining  of  the  derelicition  of  the  General  Assembly 
in  attending  to  business.  He  also  hears  good  news. 

“ I am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  news  you  gave  me.  Such 
Strokes  will  force  them  not  only  to  Acknowledge  us  free  and  Inde- 
pendent people,  but  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  Vex  us  hereafter,  at 
least  for  a long  time.” 

14!  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  Feb. 

3d,  1780. 

A draft  of  a long  and  important  letter  on  the  recruiting 
service , giving  detailed  instructions  as  to  procedure  and  be- 
havior toivards  the  inhabitants , the  apprehension  of  deserters 
from  the  Continental  Army  and  the  punishment  of  those  who 
harbor  them. 

142  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  June  3d, 

1780.  To  General  Washington. 

His  draft  of  a letter  regarding  appointing  officers  in  the 
Delaware  Regiment  Commanded  by  Major  fno.  Patton. 

‘‘Major  John  Patton  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  informs  me  that 
there  are  four  vacancies  of  Ensigns  in  that  Regiment,  and  that  taking 
into  consideration  two  of  the  Officers  being  at  this  time  Prisoners,  it 
is  necessary  there  should  be  some  new  appointments  made,  two  at 
least.  As  the  Congress  have  advised  the  States  to  make  no  new  ap- 
pointments without  first  consulting  Your  Excellency  on  the  propriety 
of  the  Measure,  and  as  the  General  Assembly  are  to  meet  next  Week. 
I would,  as  soon  as  possible,  wish  to  have  your  advice  in  (he  Matter.” 

143  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Dover,  June  3d, 
1780.  To  the  President  of  Congress. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  in  reference  to  placing  the  Resolu- 
tions of  Congress  before  the  House  of  Assembly. 

144  Rodney.  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  jto.  Dover,  June  3,  1780. 
Tortile  Committee  of  Co-operation. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  on  the  same  subject  as  the  preceding 
letter. 
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145  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L S.  folio.  Dover,  June  22d, 
1780.  To  General  Washington. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  to  Gen.  Washington , informing  him 
of  the  Acts  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Delaware  for 
furnishing  money  to  the  Continental  Treasury , for  raising  a 
force  for  the  arm  y,  and  for  procuring  provisions  for  the  army. 

“ In  consequence  of  the  Requisitions  of  Congress  The  Committee  of 
Co-operation  and  your  Excellency,  transmitted  to  me  and  laid  before 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  I beg  leave  to  inform  your  Ex- 
cellency that  they  have  passed  the  following  Acts  to  wit : 'An  Act  for 
furnishing  the  Continental  Treasury  with  the  sum  of  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty  two  thousand  Eight  hundred  Dollars  by  Loan  on  the  credit 
of  the  State,  An  Act  for  immediately  Embodying  Three  hundred  and 
fifteen  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  for  the  purpose  of  reenforcing  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  to  continue  in  Service  until  the  first  day  of 
November  next  unless  sooner  discharged,  An  Act  for  procuring  an 
immediate  Supply  of  Provisions,  Waggons,  Horses  &c  within  the  State 
for  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  The  above  are  the  only  Acts 
passed  during  their  setting  that  I think  necessary  to  make  your  Ex- 
cellency acquainted  with.  At  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly, 
I have  enclosed  you  a Copy  of  a Resolution  entered  into  by  them.” 

146  Rodney,  Caesar.  Two  A.  L.  folio,  both  dated  Dover, 

June  2 2 d , 1780.  One  to  the  President  of  Congress  and  the 
other  to  The  Committee  of  Co-operation.  2 pieces 

Drafts  of  his  letters  on  the  same  subject  as  the  preceding 
letter  to  Gen.  Washington. 

147  Rodney,  Caesar.  A . L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  July  7th,  1 786. 
To  the  Board  of  War. 

The  draft  of  a letter  in  reference  to  the  ill  behavior  of  a 
couple  of  soldiers. 

“ By  Serjeant  Eshorn  I have  sent  a James  Cook,  and  a John  Bryan 
of  the  Delaware  Regiment.  They  have  hitherto  behaved  so  ill  that 
the  officers  of  the  Regiment,  When  they  Marched  to  the  Southward 
left  them  here,  and  advised  their  being  put  on  board  one  of  the  Con- 
tinental Frigates,  if  you  approve  of  this  you  will  be  pleased  to  Order 
the  Necessary  Steps  to  be  taken  for  the  purpose,  if  not,  I would  sub- 
mit it  to  the  Board  Whether  it  will  not  be  best  to  order  them  to  Join 
some  Regiment  in  the  Pennsylvania  Dine,  until  they  may  have  an 
Opportunity  to  Join  their  own  Regiment  now  in  South-Carolina.  ” 

148  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  July  15th, 
1780.  To  Hon.  Jno.  Jones. 

D aft  of  his  letter  regarding  the  reimbursing  such  as  will 
equip  barges  and  boats  to  cruise  in  the  Delaware  River  and 
Bay. 
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149  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Dover,  July 
24.  1780.  To  the  President  of  Congress. 

Draft  of  his  Utter  in  re  ference  to  the  Delaware  troufs  being 
soon  ready  to  march. 

‘ 1 1 have  now  to  inform  Congress  that  the  troops,  directed  to  be  raised 
from  the  Militia  of  this  State  to  form  a Regiment,  are  under  Marching 
Orders  for  Wilmington,  When  I expect  they  will  be  very  soon  Assem- 
led  in  Order  to  March  from  thence  and  Join  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  And  as  the  Board  of  War  has  promised  to  have  Arms  and  Ac- 
coutrements ready  for  them  on  their  Arrival  at  Philadelphia.  I have 
advised  them  that  the  troops  are  in  Motion.” 

150  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Wilming- 

ton, Aug.  9,  1780.  To  Mr.  Holker,  French  Consul. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  regarding  the  furnishing  of  flour 
for  the  use  of  the  French  Fleet . 

151  Rodney,  Caesar.  L.  S.  2 pages,  jto.  Aug.  9,  1780. 

To  Col.  Neill. 

Draft  of  a letter  of  military  instructions . 

‘ ‘ You  are  immediately  to  proceed  with  the  Regiment  under  Your 
Command  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  Upon  Your  Arrival  at  Philad 
You  are  to  apply  to  the  Honble  the  Board  of  War  for  Arms  & Accoutre- 
ments for  your  Regiment,  and  when  obtained  to  proceed  without  Loss 
of  Time  and  Join  the  Grand  Army  of  the  United  States,  unless  other- 
wise ordered  by  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

You  are  to  take  w'ith  you  to  Philadelphia  Herdman  Anderson,  Drum- 
Major  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  who  deserted,  as  is  said,  from  the 
Regiment  at  the  Head  of  Elk,  William  Grace  a Soldier  in  said  Regi- 
ment and  deserted  on  his  Way  to  Carolina,  Benjamin  Moody,  a Soldier 
in  the  Delaware  Regiment,  reported  last  Winter  to  have  deserted  to 
the  Enemy,  but  made  his  Escape  from  them  when  Kniphausen  Came 
out  to  Springfield  in  the  Jersey,  and  gave  himself  up,  When  you  get 
to  Philad,  you  are  to  Report  these  men  to  the  Board  of  War,  and  if 
they  approve  of  it,  as  the  Delaware  Regiment  is  now  in  Carolina,  you 
are  to  take  them  with  you  to  Camp,  in  order  to  do  Duty  in  your  Regi- 
ment, and  when  you  return  to  report  them  again  to  the  Board.  If  the 
Board  of  War  do  not  approve  of  this,  They  are  requested  to  take  such 
other  Order  with  respect  to  them  as  may  be  thought  best,  You  are 
however  to  make  known  to  me  What  Shall  be  done  in  the  Matter.” 

152  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  Aug.  2 2d, 
1780.  To  Major  YVm.  Folk. 

A draft  of  a letter  in  which  he  refuses  clemency  to  a slave 
convicted  of  a rape  on  a white  woman. 

“ I rec’d  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant  with  a Copy  from  the  record 
of  your  Slave’s  conviction,  and  have  to  inform  you  that  in  cases  even 
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Capital  I find  my  self  much,  perhaps  too  much,  inclined  to  the  Side 
of  Mercj’,  but  Sir,  I cannot  Think,  of  Extending  mercy  in  this  instance 
less  Something,  for  my  Justification,  had  been  said  by  the  Judges  in 
Mitigation  of  the  Appeal.  Even,  the  Attempt  to  commit  a rape,  Es- 
pecially by  a black  on  the  Body  of  a White  person  is  a heavy  Charge, 
therefore  nothing  less  than  a representation  of  such  favourable  cir- 
cumstances as  you  have  mentioned  and  that  representation  made  by 
the  Judges  who  are  supposed  to  be  both  Attentive  and  impartial,  ought 
to  justify  the  Criminal’s  being  released  from  the  punishment  ordered 
to  be  inflicted  by  the  haw  of  the  hand,”  &c. 

153  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  Aug., 
1780.  To  the  Receiver  of  the  Delaware  State. 

A draft  of  his  letter  regarding  the  raising  of  subsistances 
for  the  Continental  Army. 

154  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  Aug.  25,  1780. 
To  the  Board  of  War. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  mentioning  that  Cap/.  Smith  has 
raised  25  extra,  men  for  the  Delaware  Regiment,  ordered  to 
join  the  United  States  Army. 

RODNEY’S  LETTER  ON  THE  DEFEAT  OF  GATES 

AT  CAMDEN. 

155  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  (Signed  “Ca”),  2 pages,  folio. 
Dover,  Sept.  3d,  1780.  To  Tlios  Rodney. 

Damaged  on  the  outer  margin , destroying  a portion  of  the 
text.  It  is  the  draft  of  his  letter  respecting  the  information 
received  of  Genl.  Gates  defeat  at  Camden.  His  account  is 
highly  interesting , so  f quote  the  letter  in  full. 

“ We  have,  within  a few  dayspafst]  several  very  alarming  accounts 

from  the  [Soirth]  ward,  by  way  of  Wilmington,  Christiana  Bridge 

some  that  the  Whole  of  the  Maryland  and  Delfaware]  hine  were  cut 
off,  others  that  a few  escaped.  Yesterday  afternoon  I recieved  an 
account  of  this  Matter  from  General  Patterson,  Writing  [for]  an 
American  Ear.  He  then  relates  it,  ‘ the  sixteenth  of  August  at  night- 
General  Gates  Marched  to  surprise  General  Cornwallis  at  Camden. 
The  Enemy  also  marched  the  same  night  to  surprise  General  Gates. 
The  Armies  by  their  Scouts,  discovered  each  other,  lay  on  their  Arms 
till  day,  That  the  two  Armies  then  met  within  Eight  Miles  of  Camden, 
When  the  whole  engaged,  That  our  people  drove  the  Enemy  and 
took  two  Field-Pieces,  That  then,  which  I think  is  likely,  Niue 
hundred  of  our  Militia  went  off  the  field,  which  the  Enemy  seeing 
Rallied,  being  then  much  Superior,  and  a most  Bloody  engagement 
came  on  with  Bayonets,  That  our  people  in  confusion  were  surrounded. 
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The  Maryland  line  [which]  I suppose  includes  the  Delawares,  cut  off 

all General  De  Kalb  supposed  to  be  Killed,  G[eneral]  Smallwood 

Killed,  General  Gist  Killed,  C[olonel]  Grimky  Killed,  General  Gates 
with  persu[asion]  brought  off  by  his  Aids,  Said  about  four  hundred 
only  escaped,  besides  the  above  Militia.’  These  Accounts  have  filled 
the  people  in  General  here,  who  are  friendly  to  the  Cause,  with  deep 
concern,  but  it  is  impossible  to  paint  the  distress  of  those  who  have 
friends  and  connections  in  that  little,  but  brave  Band,  of  Officers.  I 
wish  you  would  furnish  me  with  the  particulars  of  this  affair  as  fully 
as  possible.  Indeavour  to  know  whether  Johnny  Willson  has  fell  or 
not.  Sally  is  greatly  distressed  I think  she  could  not  suffer  much 
more  if  he  certainly  has.” 

156  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  Sept.  1 2th, 

1780.  To  Timothy  Pickering,  D.  Q.  M. 

A draft  of  a letter  regarding  the  appointment  of  Donaldson 
Yeates , as  Deputy  Quarter-Master  for  Delaware  and  Mary- 
land, and  the  forwarding  of  supplies  to  Trenton. 

157  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  Sept.  I2thr, 

1780.  To  Donaldson  Yeates. 

A draft  of  his  letter  informing  Yeates  that  the  Executive 
approves  of  his  appointment  as  Deputy  Quarter-Master  for 
the  State  of  Delaware. 

RODNEY  IS  EXPECTING  SOMETHING  “GRAND  AND 
GLORIOUS”  FROM  OUR  ARMY  BEFORE  YORK- 

TOWN. 

158  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  Dover,  Sept.  18,  1780. 

To  Col.  Thomas  Rodney. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  refenng  to  Gates'  disaster  at  Camden 
the  arrival  of  the  French  Fleet , who,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Army  under  Washington  near  York-towti,  he  expects  to  hear 
of  something  “ Grand  and  Glorious .” 

“The  intelligence  gained  from  Southward,  by  our  late  Letters,  has 
tended,  almost  totally,  to  remove  the  deep  Concern  the  people  here 
were  under  for  the  American  Army  in  General  and  for  their  friends  in 
particular,  for  certainly  the  first  accounts  of  that  matter  were  dread- 
full.  But  our  information,  by  these  Letters,  of  the  arrival  of  so  great 
a number  Capital  Ships  has  surpassed  our  most  sanguine  expectation  • 
and  lead  us  now  to  Expect  something  Grand,  Glorious  and  Decisive. 
We  impatiently  wait  a confirmation  of  this,  and  that  his  Excellency- 
the  Commander  in  Chief  has  begun  his  Operations,”  &c. 
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159  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover, 

Sept.  20th,  1780.  To  the  Receivers.  And  A.  L.  S.  folio, 

Dover,  Sept.  26,  1780.  To  the  Commissary  General. 

2 pieces 

Draft  of  his  letters  about  subsistence  for  the  army . 

160  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover, 

Sept.  2 2d,  1780.  To  Peter  White. 

Draft  ot  his  letter,  of  which  the  bottom  line  is  torn  off , ac- 
quainting that  Col  Cope  has  beeti  obliged  to  give  up  the  armed 
vessels  intended  for  the  protection  of  the  Delaware  Bay  and 
River,  on  account  of  not  being  able  to  get  guns  for  them. 

DELAWARE  ISSUES  A NEW  EMISSION  OF  PAPER 

MONEY. 

j6i  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S 4to.  Dover,  Feb.  24,  1781. 
To  Congress. 

The  draft  ot  his  letter  giving  notice  of  a new  emission  of 
notes , and  mentioning  the  names  of  those  appointed  to  sign  them. 

“ I beg  leave  to  inform  Congress  that,  in  Virtue  of  an  Act,  passed 
the  last  Sitting  of  the  General  Assembly,  for  calling  out  of  Circulation 
and  Cancelling  the  Quota  of  this  State,  according  to  the  present  ap- 
portionment, of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and  for 
Emitting  and  finding  New  Bills  according  to  the  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  Eighteenth  of  March  last,  and  for  other  purposes,  I have 
with  the  advice  of  the  Privy-Council,  Appointed  Gunning  Bedford- 
George  Lattimer,  Thomas  Duff,  and  Jacob  Broom,  Esquires,  residen- 
ters  of  Newcastle  County,  to  sign  and  number  the  above  mentioned 
new  Bill.” 

162  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L S.  folio.  Dover,  March  22d, 
1781.  To  Thos.  Nixon. 

The  draft  of  a let  Ur  regarding  the  leasing  of  a house  to  him. 

a6j  Rodney,  Caesar  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover, 
April  13th,  1781. 

The  draft  of  his  Utter  respecting  the  removal  of  pi  ovisions 
and  forage  from  the  Peninsula,  so  that  they  may  not  fall  into 
ike  hands  of  the  enemy . 

" I have  rec’d  a Recommendation  of  Congress  to  the  Executives  of 
the  States  of  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia  to  remove  the  Provis" 
ions  and  Forage  within  the  Peninsula  so  that  they  may  not  fall  into 
the  hands  of  our  Enemies,  If  the  Embarkation  mentioned  should  take 
place,  the  Enemy  doubtless  will  have  possession  of  the  Waters  of 
Delaware  and  Chesapeake  and  therefore  the  Stores  in  their  power  un- 
less removed  to  the  Northward  of  Christiana  River  toward  Pennsyl- 
vania,” &c. 
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164  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Philadelphia, 
Feb.  28,  1782.  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

A personal  letter  in  reference  to  his  affliction , and  asking 
Colonel  Rodney  to  meet  him , and  give  his  opinion  on  what  had 
best  he  done. 

“I  now  begin  to  be  convinced  more  than  heretofore  That  the 
Doctr  is  getting  the  better  of  my  Cancerous  Complaint,  but  as  it  is  ex- 
tremely Obstinate,  and  as  my  All  in  this  life  seems  to  depend  on  his 
perfecting  a cure.  Whether  I ought  not  to  adopt  a plan  that  will 
be  most  likely  to  give  him  the  fairest  chance  of  accomplishing  it,  and 
then  whether  continuing  here,  or  returning  to  Wilmington  will  be  the 
most  likely  one  for  that  purpose  is  the  question,  In  this  case  before 
I determine  further  I wish  you  to  see  me,  and  on  your  owu  View,  give 
me  your  Opinion,  Therefore  as  soon,  after  the  rec’t  of  this  letter,  as 
the  circumstances  of  your  affairs  and  the  State  of  your  Health  will  ad- 
mit, you’l  oblige  me  by  riding  up  here  to  see  me,  when  we  will  finally 
determine  What  is  best  to  be  done  this,  I may  say,  important  mat- 
ter,” &c. 

165  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio,  no  date.  To 
Congress. 

The  draft  of  his  letter  as  President  of  the  Stale  of  Dela- 
ware in  reference  to  the  case  of  Thos.  White , Charles  Cos  den, 
and  others , arrested  by  Gen.  Smallwood  under  orde  r of  Con- 
gress, and  giving  his  views  and  upholding  the  character  and 
honor  of  the  State. 

“ I recieved  your  Letters  of  the  15th  Instant  relative  to  the  order  of 
Congress  for  sending  the  persons  of  Thomas  White,  Charles  Gasden 
& others,  residenters  of  this  State,  and  beg  leave  to  give  Congress  by 
you  a short  State  of  the  facts,  and  what  has  been  Construed  to  have 
Given  disgust  to  the  Government,  Concerning  them.  These  men  were 
taken  by  Order  of  General  Smallwood  in  Virtue  of  the  Resolution  of 
Congress.  The  Officers  sent  on  the  business,  was  Directed  to  Apply 
to  me  for  Aid,  which  was  immediately  afforded,  the  Men  taken,  and 
brought  to  Dover.  In  the  mean  time  I was  appointed  President  of 
the  State,  and  Mr  White  protesting  against  the  Legality  of  his  being 
taken  out  of  the  State  without  knowing  the  Offence  with  which  he 
was  Charged,  and  Applying  for  Relief.  I laid  the  matter  before  the 
General  Assembly,  then  Setting,  for  their  directions,  Who  desired  me 
to  detain  Mr  White  untill  they  Considered  of  the  Matter.  I issued  an 
order  for  the  purpose  and  Immediatety  advised  General  Smallwood 
Thereof.  As  also  that  he  with  Mr  Gasden  had  Obtained  from  the 
Chief  Justice  an  Habeas  Corpus.  General  Smallwood,  thinking  him- 
self bound  to  Execute  the  Orders  of  Congress,  Caused  M1'  White  to 
be  brought  to  him.  This  proceedure  the  General  Assembly  Count- 
enanced, because  they  had  full  Confidence  in  Congress,  aud  that  as 
they  had  a more  General  View  of  Matters,  might  see  a Danger  not 


68 


RodnBY,  Cabsar — {Continued. ) 

observed  by  the  Assembly,  But  Sirs  What  ever  may  have  beeu  the 
Cause,  with  respect  to  the  Assembly  of  this  State,  in  the  opinion  of 
Congress,  I Can  Venture  to  Say  that  the  present  General  Assembly, 
at  least  a great  Majority,  are  and  would  wish  to  be  thought,  as  warm 
friends  to  the  American  Cause  as  any  within  the  United  States,  and 
Therefore  cannot  help  thinking  that  Congress,  for  whom  the}'  have 
And  are  determined  to  pay  the  highest  Respect,  Ought  to  have  Com- 
mitted that  Important  business  to  their  Supreme  Magistrate,  and  that 
if  Aid  was  thought  necessary,  the  Continental  troops  might  have  had 
Orders,  to  that  purpose,  because  in  their  opinion  the  Consequence  of 
the  Governing  Power  of  a State,  so  lessened,  in  the  Eyes  of  the  people 
by  Such  procedure,  as  to  prevent  their  being  able  to  render  those  Es- 
sential Services  to  the  Uuited  States  they  could  wish.  When  Called 
upon  by  Congress,  I am  Sorry  to  Say,  the  Suspicion  Congress  Enter- 
tains of  the  disaffection  of  the  people  is  too  well  founded,  but  as  the 
people  at  large  are  generally  directed  by  those  at  Helm.  Hope  they 
will  soon  mend.  I trust  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  m}'  Part  to  Effect 
it,  and  that  I shall  to  the  utmost  of  my  Powers,  as  Will  Comply  with 
the  Requisitions  of  Congress  from  time  to  time,  as  to  Maintain  the 
Honor  and  Independence  of  this  State.” 

166  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  L.  qto,  no  date.  To  Lord  Stir- 
ling. 

The  draft  of  a letter  on  military  affairs,  and  the  disposition 
of  his  troops  who  have  gone  home , which  makes  it  impossible 
for  him  to  join  his  brigade  with  the  Continental  Army , as  he 
has  none  at  his  command. 

167  Rodney,  Caesar.  A Series  of  Original  Autograph  Drafts 

of  Letters  (3  signed)  mostly  on  affairs  relating  to  Delaware 
in  the  Revolution.  Folio  and  4to.  i 5 pieces 

ORDERS  FOR  THE  2D  BATTALION,  KENT  MILITIA. 

168  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  D.  S.  as  Brigadier-General,  folio, 
no  date. 

The  draft  of  his  orders  to  Col.  Wm.  Rhodes , of  the  2d 
Battalion  of  the  Kent  Militia. 

" In  Virtue  of  an  Order  Just  Received  from  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Delaware  State,  You  are  hereby  Ordered,  without  further  delay, 
To  Make  Regular  Returns  to  me  of  rhe  Strength  of  Each  and  Every 
Company,  in  Your  Battalion,  The  Number.  Order  and  Condition  of 
the  Arms  & Camp  Utensils,  as  also  the  dates  of  the  Commission  or 
Appointment  of  the  Company  and  Staff-Officers. 

You  are  Also  Ordered  Immediately  to  Secure,  or  Cause  to  be  Se- 
cured, All  Boats  and  Water-Craft  Whosoever  Within  Your  Eimits,  in 
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Such  Manner  as  to  prevent  Any  Intelligence  being  Given  to,  or  Inter- 
course with,  the  Enemy’s  Vesshels,  and  further,  for  that  End,  to 
Place  a Constant  Guard  of  Six  Men,  including  a Subaltern  Officer,  at 
the  Cross-Roads  near  Craige’s  Mill,  on  that  side  next  Dover,  for  the 
purpose,  More  Especially,  of  Examining  all  Travellers.” 

169  Rodney,  Caesar.  A D.  S.  4 to  Noxanton,  Sept,  so, 
1777.  To  the  Field  and  Company  Officers  of  the  New- 
castle County  Militia. 

A draft  of  his  Military  order.  Signed  as  Brigadier-General. 

11  As  the  Enemy  have  now  Chiefly  Left  this  State,  and  the  property 
of  the  Inhabitants  Thereby  Rendered  more  Secure.  His  Excellency 
General  Washington  fully  Expects  the  Militia  of  Newcastle  County 
will  Join  the  troops  now  Marching  under  my  Command. 

You  are  therefore,  without  delay,  to  make  the  Association  Ac- 
quainted with  the  Necessity  of  the  Utmost  Exertion  at  this  time,  and 
Use  your  Utmost  Endeavours  to  Assemble  and  March  them  out  to  me, 
Companies  or  Otherwise,  As  Quick  as  Possible,  And  as  a Number  of 
Felling  Axes  will  probably  be  Extremely  Usefull,  You  are  to  Cause 
about  an  hundred  of  them,  to  be  Collected,  if  possible,  Immediately 
and  Sent  forward  to  me.” 

370  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  D.  S.  2 pages,  qto.  Dover,  Nov. 
8th,  777  To  Capt.  Mark  McCall. 

His  draft  of  a military  order  ordering  Capt.  McCall  to  go 
to  the  lower  part  of  Duck  Creek,  arrest  all  rvho  are  guilty  of 
trading  with  the  Ships  of  the  Enemy,  and  secure  all  Shallop 
Boats  or  other  small  craft  so  as  to  prevent  the  trading  in 
the  future. 

17 1 Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  D.  S.  qto.  Head  Quarters, 
Dover,  Dec.  22,  1 777-  To  Col.  Thomas  Collins. 

The  draf  t of  a military  order  signed  as  Brigadier  General 
ordering  the  Delaware  Militia  to  join  the  Continental  troops 
by  command  of  Gen.  Washington. 

“ In  Virtue  of  the  most  Earnest  Requisition  of  his  Excellency  Gen- 
eral Washington,  That  the  Militia  of  This  State,  if  necessary,  Should 
Join  and  Co-operate  With  the  Continental  Troops  now  within  the 
State,  under  the  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Smallwood,  And  in 
Virtue  of  Orders  from  the  Honourable  George  Read,  Vice  President 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  said  State  directed  to  me  for  this  purpose, 
You  are  Immediately  to  See  that  all  the  Officers  and  Companies  be- 
longing to  Your  Battalion  be  forthwith  Equipped  in  the  best  manner 
that  in  our  present  Circumstances.  They  possibly  Cau,  with  Arms  & 
Accoutrements,  And  hold  themselves  in  Readiness  to  March  Under  Your 
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Command  and  Rendezvous  at  Such  place,  within  the  State,  as  Shall 
be  hereafter  thought  Most  proper  to  Co-opperate  with  the  Continental 
troops  sent  here  for  the  defence  of  the  State  under  the  Command  of 
General  Smallwood.” 

172  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  D.  S.  as  Brig  General,  folio,  no 
date 

The  draft  of  his  orders  to  Co!.  Thos.  Collins  of  the  1st 
Battalion  of  Kent  Militia.  The  order  is  similar  to  the  pre- 
ceding, with  the  exception  that  he  is  ordered 

“To  place  a Constant  Guard  of  Six  Men  in  the  Town  of  Dover  and 
one  other  of  the  like  Number  at  the  Cross-Roads  Village  including  a 
Subaltern  officer  in  Each,  for  the  purpose,  More  Especially,  of  Exam- 
ining all  Travellers.” 

173  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  D.  S.  4to,  no  date. 

The  draft  of  his  orders  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
1st  Battalion  of  Kent  Militia. 

“ You  are  Immediately  to  Countermand  the  Orders  You  May  have 
Issured  in  Consequence  of  my  Orders  of  the  Sixteenth  Instant  for 
Assembling  the  foot  Militia  of  the  County  to  March  to  the  County  of 
Sussex,  As  also  the  Orders  Issued  this  da)'  for  Assembling  the  Number 
of  twelve  of  the  Light  Horse  to  go  to  the  same  place. 

Ordered, 

That  you  Cause,  at  least,  twenty  Men  and  Horse,  to  be  furnished 
from  the  Light-Horse  Company  belonging  to  Your  Battalion,  to  As- 
semble iu  Dover  on  Thursday  Next  by  Six  O’clock  in  the  Afternoon 
fully  Equipped,  and  iu  Coinpleat  Order  to  March  with  me  into  the 
County  of  Sussex.  As  the  Measure  is  Recommended  by  the  Honble 
Continental  Congress,  and  Expressly  Ordered  by  the  President  of  this 
State  I hope  it  will  be  punctually  Obeyed.” 

574  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  D.  S.  folio.  July  8,  1778. 

The  original  parole  given  John  Young  a prisoner,  allowing 
him  to  visit  Philadelphia,  or  if  the  commander  in  chief  thinks 
proper  to  go  to  New  York.  It  is  signed  both  by  Young  and 
Rodney. 

OATH  OF  ALLEGIANCE  SIGNED  BY  THE  MILITIA 
UNDER  THE  COMMAND  OF  CAESAR  RODNEY. 

175  Rodney,  Caesar.  D.  S.  [3  pages,  4to.  Feb.  8th  and 
Feb.  24,  1777. 

This  highly  interesting  document  is  the  Original  Oath  of  Al- 
legiance signed  by  two  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  Soldiers  in 
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Rodney,  Caesar — ( Continued. ) 

the  Dclaivare  State  Militia  under  the  command  of  Brig.- 
Gett.  Caesar  Rodney.  The  document  is  in  the  hand  of  Rod- 
ney, and  is  signed  by  him , viz  : 

“I  Do  Swear  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  That  I will 
bear  full  Faith  and  true  Allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  And  will,  to  the  Utmost  of  m3'  power,  Maintain  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  same,  as  declared  by  the  Honorable  the  Continental 
Congress, 

Sworn  before  Caesar  Rodney  Esq.  * 

Brigr-General  of  Militia.” 

Then  follows  the  signatures  of  2 go  members  of  the  militia. 

176  Rodney,  Caesar.  His  Autograph  Draft  of  the  Minutes 
of  Committee  of  Safety  of  Kent  County,  Delaware,  from 
Nov.  30  to  Dec.  7,  1776,  2 pages,  folio. 

Under  date  December  the  Jth  is  the  following  minutes: 

‘‘The  Council  having  Certain  Information  that  a Great  Number  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  in  this  time  of  General  distress  and  in 
open  Violation  of  the  Recommendation  of  Congress,  Have  got  into, 
and  are  Carrying  on  in  this  County  the  Vile  and  indecent  practices  of 
Horse-racing  and  Cock-fiting,  therefore  Resolved,”  &c. 

177  Rodney,  Caesar.  An  Autograph  Draft  of  his  accep- 
tance of  the  Presidency  of  the  State  of  Delaware.  Folio. 

“ I have  a lively  Sense  of  the  Honor  Done  me,  in  Your  Appointing 
me  to  The  Chief  Magistracy  of  this  free  Independent  State,  And  if 
my  Capacity  was  but  Equal  to  the  Honest  Integrity  of  my  Heart,  I 
Do  not  Doubt,  that  in  the  discharge  of  that  high  trust  I Should  An- 
swer Your  most  Sanguine  Expectations,  In  honor  to  your  Appoint- 
ment Tho’  Conscious  of  my  Inability  to  discharge  So  important  a 
Dutyias  I could  Wish,  I Shall  accept  of  it,  And  by  a prudent,  Cautious 
line  of  Conduct,  Endeavor  to  deserve  Yours,  and  Your  Constituents 
Approbation.  ” 

178  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  D.  S.  folio.  Dover,  Sept.  1 3,  1 779. 
The  appointment  of  Joseph  Stedham  as  Chief  Burgess  of 

Wilmington , he  having  been  duly  elected  to  that  office. 

179  Rodney,  Caesar.  D.  S.  small  4to.  March  29,  1775. 
Signed  as  Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 

An  order  on  the  General  Loan  Office  of  the  County  of  Kent 
to  pay  Geo.  Read  £jo.  granted  by  the  Assembly  and  receipted 
for , in  four  lines,  in  the  Autograph  and  signed  by  Geo  Read . 

180  Rodney,  Caesar.  D.  S.  small  4to.  Sept.  2,  1775. 

An  order , similar  to  the  above,  to  pay  Gov.  Jno.  Penn  £fg. 
granted  by  the  Assembly  and  receipted  for  by  John  Penn. 
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1 8 f Rodney,  Caesar.  D.  S.  (partly  in  his  Autograph),  small 
4to,  no  date. 

An  order , similar  to  the  above,  to  pay  Caesar  Rodney 
£96.  js.  2 p.  granted  by  the  Assembly. 

382  Rodney,  Caesar.  D.  S.  (twice)  2 pages,  folio.  March  23, 
1776.  Signed  also  by  Judges  Wm.  Killen,  Capt.  Jno. 
Banning,  Col.  Jno.  Haslet  and  Vincent  Lockerman. 

The  order  and  receipt  for  their  pay  as  members  of  the 
House  of  Assembly . Damaged  in  the  centre. 

183  Rodney,  Caesar.  D.  S.  (twice)  folio.  July  28,  1776. 
Signed  also  bj'  Judges  Wm.  Killen,  Jno.  Banning. 

The  order  and  their  receipt  for  pay  as  members  of  the 
House  of  Assembly.  Injured. 

184  Rodney,  Caesar.  A.  U.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Philadelphia, 
Sept.  16th,  1776. 

The  deposition  of  Theophilus  Parke  in  the  Case  of  Vincent 
Lockwood. 

285  Rodney,  Caesar.  His  Epitaph  written  by  his  brother, 
Col.  Thos.  Rodney,  and  endorsed  by  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

*'  I suppose  this  was  intended  by  Papa  for  Uncle  Caesar’s  epitaph 
to  whom  I owe  a tomb  stone.” 

“ A man  Who  Nature  in  her  kindness  gave 
To  guard  the  young  To  Patronise  the  grave 
To  Show  her  Power  in  knowing  to  Create 
A Man,  Without  Reading,  Without  Learn’g  great 
In  this  favorite  Plant  her  Powers  he  Show’d 
Fore  Wisdom’s  fullest  Stream  Spontaneous  flow’d 
With  Native  Innocence  and  Pious  Virtue  Blest 
a pleasing  Companion  and  a Welcome  Guest 
The  Strangers  better  friend,  Father  to  the  poor 
Divinely  Good,  and  if  I Can  say  more 
He  was  from  his  Childhood  to  his  Gentle  fall 
beloved  Admired  and  Esteem’d  by  all 
Nor  all  this  Goodness  Cou’d  Expell  the  grave 
but  yielded  up  to  Nature  What  Nature  gave 
From  dust  he  came  to  dust  he  did  return 
his  silent  ashes  in  a Silver  urn.” 

.186  Rodney,  Caesar.  D.  S.  twice  (once  in  the  body),  oblong 
small  4 to.  Kent,  July  28,  1776. 

An  order  on  the  loan  officer  of  the  County  of  Kent  for  his 
salary. 
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187  Rodney,  Caesar.  D.  S.  small  oblong,  4to.  Oct.  28, 
1775- 

Order  on  the  loan  office  of  the  County  of  Kent  for  the  salary 
of  Geo.  Read  and  zvith  Read’s  Autograph  Receipt  on  the  back. 

188  Rodney,  Caesar.  A Series  of  D.  S.  small  oblong  4to. 

All  dated  1775.  6 pieces 

Orders  on  the  loan  office  of  Kent  County  for  the  salaries  of 
Thos.  Collins , Thus.  Robinson,  Boaz  Manlove,  Caesar  Rodney 
and  John  Penn,  mostly  with  their  receipts  on  the  back. 
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Rodney,  Caesar. 

D.  S.  4to.  Feb.  22,  1777,  an 

d Sept.  4, 

1779. 

3 pieces 

Order  on  the  loan  office  of  the  County  of  Kent. 

190 

Rodney,  Caesar. 

A.  D.  S.  small  oblong  4to. 

Sept.  9, 

1775,  and  two  undated. 

3 pieces 

*9* 

Rush,  Benjamin. 

Signer  of  the  Declaration 

of  Inde- 

pendence.  Noted  Physician.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio. 
Philadelphia,  P'eb.  17,  1799.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with 
address. 

Giving  a prescription  for  the  cure  of  vertigo,  which  is  com- 
posed of  powder  of  lime,  assafeetida , soap  and  Venice  tur- 
pentine. 

19IA  Smith,  James  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, Raised  and  Commanded  the  first  Regiment  in  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1774,  to  resist  Great  Britain.  A.  L.  S.  4to. 
York,  April  29th,  17S0.  To  Timothy  Matlack,  Secretary 
of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
address.  Signed  also  by  Jasper  Yeates.  Vkky  fine. 

An  interesting  Utter , pleading  for  the  pat  don  of  George 
Fletcher,  who  had  been  conzhcted  of  murder  “ in  the  lowest 
degree,  as  the  jury  phrased  it,"  and  giving  reason  zvhy  clem- 
ency should  be  granted . The  pardon  zvas  granted  on  con- 
dition that  Fletcher  zvoutd  enlist  in  the  Continental  Navy,  and 
serve  during  the  war. 

Presidents  of  the  United  States. 

192  Adams,  John.  Second  President  of  the  U.  S.,  and 
Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  L.  S.  2 pages, 
4to.  Quincy,  April  4,  1819.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with 
franked  address. 
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An  intersting  letter  on  the  members  of  the  Stamp  Act  Con- 
gress of  1765,  and  on  Miranda  and  South  America. 

“Caesar  Rodney  your  Uncle  was  in  my  opinion  a Judicious  and 
Sagacious  Judge  of  Men  and  tilings,  1 know  only  three  of  the  Dele- 
gates to  the  Congress  of  65,  General  Timothy  Ruggles  was  a Man  of  a 
Strong  Mind,  but  devoted  to  Great  Britain,  James  Otis  possessed  as 
great  talents  as  any  Man  that  ever  arose  in  North  America,  and  was 
wholly  devoted  to  his  Native  Country,  Oliver  Partridge  was  a Gentle- 
man of  Education,  but  not  greatly  distinguished,  more  inclined  how- 
ever to  Great  Britain  than  to  his  own  Country,  Governour  McKean 
and  his  talents  you  know.  These  are  all  that  I ever  knew,  except 
your  Uncle,  I have  heard  that  Mr.  Ogden  was  distinguished,  but  he 
w'as  on  the  side  of  Ruggles  and  Great  Britain.’’  Speaking  of  Miranda 
& South  America,  he  says  that  England  under  the  Ministry  of  Mr. 
Pitt  intended  to  Set  South  America  free,  and  that  a noted  Scotch 
Author  by  the  name  of  Briested,  in  a work  published,  “ has  given 
some  account  of  this  hopeful  plot,  and  has  charged  the  defeat  to  John 
Adams,  who  thanks  him  for  the  honour  he  did  him,  for  Mr.  Pitt  must 
have  believed  John  Adams  to  have  been  an  Idiot,  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States  out  of  their  Senses  to  be  duped  by  his  Artifices  into  the 
adoption  of  an  enterprise  more  Romantick  than  any  we  read  in  the 
Histor}r  of  Mirandas  Great  Architype,  Model,  and  example,  the  Hero 
of  Lamancha.  ” 

193  Adams,  John.  A Letter  written  and  signed  for  him 
probably  by  a member  of  his  family,  2 pages,  4to.  Quincy, 
April  30th,  1823.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

This  is  a highly  important  historical  letter , although  not  in 
the  hand  of  or  bearing  the  autograph  signature  of  ]no.  Adams, 
still  we  must  recollect  that  he  had  reached  the  age  of  <?/ , and 
was  little  able  to  use  the  pen  as  in  his  younger  day ; so,  con- 
sequently, in  ansivering  an  inquiry  of  Mr  Rodney  as  to  the 
causes  winch  prompted  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
the  signing  of  the  same,  he  has  done  the  best  he  was  able  to 
do,  and  dictated  the  folloiving  to  one  of  his  family.  It  differs 
materially  with  the  letter  on  the  same  subject  by  Thos.  McKean , 
which  appears  in  this  catalogue  so  for  the  sake  of  history,  I 
quote  it  in  full,  and  now  you  can  have  the  story  from  the  pen  of 
the  two  great  patriots. 

“ I am  honored  by  your  favor  of  the  20th  April  with  a Copy  of  Gov. 
McKeans  letter  of  22  August  1813,  inclosed  I have  no  doubt  the  Mr. 
McKean  sent  an  express  to  Delaware  to  summon  Mr.  Rodney  to  Con- 
gress, that  he  arrived  at  the  critical  moment  with  boots  and  Spurs, 
went  into  Congress  and  made  a speech  which  Mr.  McKean  rehearshes, 
and  voted  for  independence,  thereby  deciding  the  vote  of  the  State  of 
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Delaware  against  his  Colleague  Mr.  Reid  (Read)  I am  incapible  of 
Searching  for  Books  or  dates,  and  my  memory  may  not  be  depended 
upon,  but  according  to  my  recollection  the  question  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  was  decided  in  a Committee  of  the  whole  house 
on  the  2d  of  July.  They  made  their  report,  but  that  report  was  not 
decided  on  in  Congress.  Congress  chose  to  meditate  on  the  subject 
another  night  and  made  the  subject  the  order  for  the  next  day.  Ac- 
cordingly on  the  3d  July  the  report  of  the  day'  before,  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  was  taken  into  consideration  and  the  immortal  reso- 
lution was  passed  and  the  Declaration  of  Independence  ought  then  to 
have  been  signed,  but  Congress  choose  to  Sleep  another  night,  and 
ordered  the  signature  for  the  next  day.  Accordingly  on  the  next  day 
the  4th  July  1776  the  declaration  of  Independence  was  then  signed  by 
all  the  members  then  present.  Mr.  McKean  was  not  then  present  for 
he  had  so  many  avocations  in  Delaware,  and  as  Attorney  General  in 
Pennsylvania  that  he  could  not  constantly  attend  in  Congress.  I have 
no  doubt  that  he  voted  for  independence  in  the  Committee  of  the 
whole,  on  the  2d,  and  for  the  resolutions  in  Congress  on  the  3d  but  he 
was  not  present  and  did  not  sign  on  the  4th  All  the  confusion  has 
arisen  from  a resolution  which  I hope  I shall  be  pardoned  for  my 
irreverence,  if  I say  it  was  absurd,  for  I thought  it  so  then,  And  think 
it  so  still,  that  all  future  members  should  sign  the  original  parchment, 
but  such  a resolution  passed  and  was  obeyed,  in  consequence  of  which 
a number  of  names  appear  on  the  declaration  of  Independence  of  the 
4th  who  were  certainly  not  there  and  did  not  sign,  among  whom  Mr. 
McKean  was  one.” 

194  Adams,  John  Quincy.  L.  S 4to.  Washington,  Nov. 
28,  1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

Inquiring  of  the  Attorney- General  in  behalf  of  a Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  whether  John  Smith,  a Senator  from 
Ohio  ( and  a Colleague  of  Aaron  Burr ),  who  was  held  at  Rich- 
mond for  treason  and  misdemenors,  should  be  permitted  any 
longer  to  have  a seat  in  the  Senate. 

195  Adams,  Jno.  Quincy.  D.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Washing- 
ton, Nov.  24,  1817. 

The  letter  of  credit  given  to  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  John 
Graham  and  Theoderick  Bland,  who  are  about  to  visit  South 
America  at  the  special  desire  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

196  Adams,  John  Quincy.  L.  S.  5 pages.  Washington, 
Nov.  2 t , 1817.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  Jno.  Graham  and 
Theoderick  Bland. 

The  letter  of  instruction  in  reference  to  their  visit  to  the 
South  American  countries  to  inquire  whether  these  countries 
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have  issued  any  commission  to  disreputable  adventurers  who 
have  fitted  out  various  privateers , many  from  poi  ts  in  the 
United  States , unknown  to  the  government,  for  the  purpose  of 
plunder  and  the  illicit  trading  in  slaves,  which  they  were  ship- 
ping to  the  Southern  States.  They  are  bidden  to  tell  the 
proper  authorities  of  the  governments  of  South  America  that 
the  United  States  Government  cannot  sanction  any  action  like 
that,  and  that  they  will  take  possession  of  Galveston  and 
Amelia  Island  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  this  illicit  slave 
dealing  and  other  unlawful  acts  of  those  adventurers. 

197  Adams,  John  Quincy.  L.  S.  4to.  Washington,  Nov. 

25,  1817.  To  Baring  Brothers  & Co.,  of  London. 

A n order  on  the  bankers  in  favor  of  Caesar  A.  Rodney 
and  Jno.  Graham. 

19S  Adams,  John  Quincy.  L.  S.  4to.  Washington,  May 

29,  1822.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

199  Adams,  John  Quincy.  Printed  circular  letter.  Signed, 
gto.  Washington,  Nov.  1,  1822.  With  address. 

200  Adams,  Jno.  Quincy.  D.  S.  folio.  Washington,  May  21, 
1823.  With  seal. 

Caesar  A.  Rodney's  passport  as  Minister  from  the  United 
States  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

201  Buchanan,  James  President  of  the  United  States.  L.  S. 
folio.  Washington,  March  10th,  1845.  To  Thus.  M.  Rogers. 
His  notice  of  appointment  as  Secretary  of  State. 

202  Buchanan,  James.  L.  S.  folio.  Washington,  April  10th, 
1845.  To  Thus.  M.  Rodney. 

Granting  him  a leave  of  absence  as  consul  to  Matemoras. 

202A  Harrison,  Wm.  Henry,  President  of  the  United  States 
and  Distinguished  Major  General  in  the  War  of  1812.  A.  L.  S. 
4to.  Vincennes,  Aug.  15,  1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney, 
with  address. 

In  reference  to  serving  subpoenas  on  persons  connected  with 
the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr 

203  Jefferson,  Thomas.  Third  President  of  the  United  States. 
Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  A.  L.  S.  4to. 
Monticello,  May  30.  18  (O.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with 
address. 

In  reference  to  the  action  brought  against  him  by  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston, in  the  New  Orleans  Batlure  Case. 
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204  Jefferson,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to,  and  one  page 
postscript.  Monticello,  Sept.  25,  :8io.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney, 
with  address. 

A long  and  interesting  letter  in  reference  to  the  suit  of  Mr • 
Livingston  against  him , in  the  New  Orleans  Batture  Case , 
and  he  also  takes  a fling  at  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 

“My  only  chance  is  an  Appeal,  the  death  of  Cushing  is  therefore 
opportune  as  it  gives  an  opening  for  at  length  getting  a Republican 
majority  on  the  supreme  bench,  ten  years  has  the  Anti-civism  of  that 
body  been  bidding  defiance  to  the  spirit  of  the  whole  nation,  after 
they  had  manifested  their  will  by  reforming  every  other  branch  of  the 
government.  I trust  the  occasion  will  not  be  lost ; Bidwell’s  disgrace 
withdraws  the  ablest  man  of  the  section  in  which  Cushing’s  successor 
must  be  named,  the  pure  integrity,  umimpeachable  conduct,  latent 
& republican  firmness  of  Eincoln,  leave  him  now  I think  without  a 
rival,  he  is  thought  not  an  able  common  lawyer,  but  there  is  not,  & 
never  was  an  able  one  in  the  N.  England  States.” 

205  Jefferson,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Monticello,  Jan.  20, 
1811.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney.  Slightly  injured  on  the 
outer  margin. 

In  reference  to  the  New  Orleans  Battue  case. 

206  Jefferson,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to.  Monticello, 
March  16,  1815.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  franked 
address. 

A long  and  loving  friendly  letter,  speaking  of  the  affection- 
ate harmony  of  his  Cabinet  when  President,  and  then  giving  a 
long  disquisition  on  the  government  and  people  of  Great 
Britain,  of  whom  he  is  very  sparing  of  compliments . 

“ What  nourishment  and  support  would  not  England  receive  from 
an  hundred  millions  of  industrious  descendants  whom  some  of  her 
people  now  born  will  live  to  see  here,  what  their  energies  are  she  has 
lately  tried,  and  what  has  she  not  to  fear  from  an  hundred  millions  of 
such  men,  if  she  continues  her  maniac  course  of  hatred  & hostility  to 
them,  I hope  iu  God  she  will  change,  there  is  not  a nation  on  the 
globe  with  whom  I have  more  earnestly  wished  a friendly  intercourse 
on  equal  conditions,  on  no  other  would  I hold  out  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship to  any.  I know  that  their  creatures  represent  me  as  personally 
an  enemy  to  England,  but  fools  only  can  believe  this,  or  those  who 
think  me  a fool,  I am  an  enemy  to  her  insults  and  injuries.  I am  an 
enemy  to  the  flagitious  principles  of  her  administration,  and  to  those 
which  govern  her  conduct  toward  other  nations,  but  would  she  give  to 
morality  some  place  in  her  political  code,  and  especially  would  she 
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exercise  decency,  and  at  least  neutral  passion  towards  us,  there  is  not,  I 
repeat  it,  a people  on  earth  with  whom  I would  sacrifice  so  much  to  be 
in  friendship,”  & c. 

207  Jefferson,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  4I0.  Monticello,  Oct. 
7,  1818.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  franked  address. 

A letter  in  which  he  makes  a casual  remark  about  the  inde- 
pendence of  South  America. 

‘‘Thanks  for  the  communications  of  your  letter,  which  strengthen 
my  hope  that  our  Southern  brethren  may  be  able  to  do  as  we  have 
done,  my  wishes  could  not  be  strengthened,  and  you  have  lessened 
my  doubts  whether  they  can  so  far  shake  off  the  shackles  of  the  priest- 
hood as  to  give  fair  play  to  their  own  common  sense,  this  is  all  that  is 
necessary  to  make  them  equal  to  self  government.” 

208  Jefferson,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  jto.  Monticello, 
Jan.  2,  1820.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

Relating  to  the  Revolution  in  South  America  and  praying 
for  their  independence.  Mr.  Rodney  has  presented  him  with 
a copy  of  Brackenridge' s book  on  South  America,  which  he 
savs  he  is  reading , and  speaks  very  highly  of  it. 

209  ' Jefferson,  'Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  jto.  Monticello,  Oct.  9, 
1820.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  franked  address. 

“ I see  still  a breaker  ahead,  which  fills  me  with  horror,  but  I hope 
that  prudence  & moderation,  a regard  for  our  own  happiness,  and  es- 
pecially for  the  cause  of  reformation  thro  the  world,  will  induce  a 
spirit  of  accomodation,  and  save  our  country,  and  the  world  entire 
from  the  calamity  threatened,  we  are  the  world’s  last  hope  ; and  it’s 
loss  will  be  on  our  heads.” 

210  Jefferson,  Thomas  A series  of  A.  N S.  in  the  third 

person.  Small  oblong  4to,  various  dates,  during  his  Presi- 
dency. 9 pieces 

Asking  for  cabinet  consultations . All  to  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

21  1 Jefferson,  Thomas  A.  N.  S.  in  the  third  person.  8vo. 
Jan.  14,  1809,  and  Printed  N.  S.  8vo.  Feb  13,  1804. 
To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

Invitation  to  dine. 

312  Jefferson,  Thomas.  Autograph  franked  address  to  let- 
ters, &c.  7 pieces 

213  Madison,  James.  President  of  the  United  States.  Father 
of  the  Constution.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Washington,  Jan.  15, 
1802.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  franked  address. 
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214  Madison,  James.  Printed  circular  letter.  Signed.  4to. 
Washington,  July  i8,  1803.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

Giving  notice  of  an  extra  session  of  Congress  called  by 
Thos.  Jefferson  on  account  of  the  convention  with  the  French 
Republic  involving  a cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States. 

215  Madison,  James.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Washington,  Nov.  7, 
1803.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

fn  reference  to  the  cession  of  Louisiana. 

216  Madison,  James.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Dep’t  of  State, 

Jan.  31,  1806.  To  the  Attorneys  General. 

In  reference  to  the  complaint  of  Great  Britain  on  account 
of  the  construction  put  upon  the  treaty  of  amity  with  that 
country. 

21 7 Madison,  James.  A.  L.  S.  4to  Washington,  April  17, 

1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

In  reference  to  the  proceedings  in  the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr, 
with  a letter  enclosed.  Signed  [by  the  witnesses  in  the  case, 
viz  , Wm  Clark,  David  Mead  and  Patrick  Family,  dated 
Meadville,  Penna.,  March  27,  1807.  To  Thos.  Jefferson. 
Giving  information  against  Burr  and  complaining  against  the 
inadequacy  of  the  pay  of  witnesses.  Madison  encloses  the  let- 
ter for  the  perusal  of  the  Attorneys  General. 

218  Madison,  James.  A.  L.  S 4to.  Orange  Court  House, 
Va..  Sept.  2,  1 807. 

In  relation  to  Foreign  A fairs. 

“I  have  rec’d  no  communication  whatever  fromLondcn,  Paris  or 
Madrid,  since  we  parted  at  Washington.  It  would  seem  from  sundry 
scraps  put  together  that  something  has  been  doing  at  the  first  place, 
before  Purviance  appears  to  have  arrived.  Tranquility  prevails  on  the 
Chesapeake.  The  proceedings  at  Richmond  reach  you  sooner  thro’ 
other  channels  than  I could  convey  them.  * * * You  will  not 

forget  Beaumarchais’s  case.” 

219  Madison,  James.  A.  L S.  4t<>.  Washington,  April  20, 

1808.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

220  Madison,  Janies.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Washington,  April  14, 

[809  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

Written  while  President 

‘‘The  proceedings  of  this  Country  as  known  in  England  in  Jauy. 
had  with  other  pvents,  made  no  slight  impression  there.  Erskine 
has  rec’d  instructions,  which  he  has  in  part  only  yet  disclosed.  To 
what  they  may  lead  is  uncertain.” 
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221  Madison,  James.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Washington,  April 
2 2d,  1809.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

Written  while  President. 

“ I do  not  seud  you,  because  superflous,  a copj'  of  what  has  passed 
with  respect  to  our  B.  affairs.  It  will  either  produce  a settlement  of 
our  French,  or  make  them  much  worse.  Oil  our  part  the  steps  deemed 
favorable  to  the  former,  will  not  be  omitted.  But  whilst  such  different 
standards  of  reason  & morality  exist  on  the  different  sides  of  the 
Atlantic,  we  can  not  infer  the  course  which  will  be  taken  on  one,  from 
that  prescribed  on  the  other.” 

222  Madison,  James.  A.  L S 4to.  Washington,  Oct.  22, 
1809.  To  Caesar  A,  Rodney. 

Written  while  President.  In  reference  to  foreign  affairs. 

223  Madison,  James.  A.  L S.  3 pages,  4to.  Washington, 
Sept.  30,  1810.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  franked 
address. 

Written  s while  President.  A fine  letter  in  reference  to  affairs 
with  Great  Britain  and  France.  Of  the  former  he  says  : 

“ The  precise  course  which  G.  B.  will  take,  remains  to  be  seen. 
Whatever  the  immediate  one  may  be,  it  is  probable  that  we  shall  ulti- 
mately be  at  issue  with  her,  on  her  fictitious  blockades.”  He  then 
refers  to  Gen.  Armstrong  and  our  affairs  with  France. 

224  Madison,  James.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Washington,  no  date. 
To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

225  Madison,  James.  Concluding  part  of  A.  L.  S.  Two 

partly  printed  invitations  to  dine  and  two  requests  for  con- 
sultations, All  to  Caesar  A.  Rodney.  5 pieces 

226  Mad. son,  James.  A.  N.  S.  in  the  third  person,  8vo. 

Accepting  invitation  to  dine  with  Mr.  Rodney;  and  two 
invitations  (to  Mr.  Rodney  to  dine)  in  the  hand  of  Dollie  P. 
Madison,  wife  of  the  President.  3 pieces 

227  Madison,  Jam  s.  A series  of  four  A.  N.  S.  in  the  third 

person,  8vo,  and  one  other  in  the  hand  of  a clerk.  All  to 
Caesar  A.  Rodney.  5 pieces 

228  Monroe,  J mes  President  of  the  United  States  and 

author  of  the  great  Monroe  Doctrine.  A.  L.  S.  4to. 
Washington,  May  29,  1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with 
address. 

Relating  to  the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr. 

“It  is  the  opinion  of  the  President  which  I am  just  authorized  to 
signify  to  you,  that  Mr.  I,a  Trobe  be  immediately  summoned  to  Rich- 
mond as  a Witness  in  the  trial  of  Col.  Burr.  A letter  from  Mr.  Hay 
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to  the  President  expresses  much  confidence  in  the  sufficiency  of  the 
testimony  already  on  the  Spot.  Gen.  Wilkinson  had  not  arrived  on 
monday.” 

229  Monroe,  James.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to.  Washington, 
Nov.  20,  1817.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  franked  ad- 
dress. 

Written  while  President.  An  important  historical  letter  on 
our  actions  toward  Buenos  Ayres  in  her  endeavours  to  obtain 
independence.  It  seems  that  the  Minister  deputed  from  that 
country  zvas  of  ended  at  not  being  recognized , which  on  ac- 
count of  our  neutrality  hail  to  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  of 
Congress.  In  a pique  he  left  Washington,  and  Madison  re- 
quests Rodney  to  visit  him  and  set  matters  right,  and  also  to 
get  from  him  information  about  Galveston  and  Amelia  Island. 

230  Monroe,  James.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Washington, 
Nov.  26,  1816.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  franked  ad- 
dress. 

In  reference  to  the  claims  of  the  Neapolitan  Government. 

231  Monroe,  James.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Baltimore,  June  2,  18  1 7 
To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  franked  address. 

Written  zuhile  President.  Giving  notice  that  he  is  on  his 
tour  to  the  Northward. 

232  Monroe,  James.  A.  L.  S.  4t<>.  Highland,  near  Milton, 
Oct.  4,  1818.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  franked  address. 
Written  while  President.  Referring  to  the  state  of  his  health. 

233  Monroe,  James.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  West  Point,, 
June  16,  1819  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

Written  while  President.  Asking  Rodney  to  be  one  of  the 
Commissioners  to  Buenos  Ayres  and  other  South  American 
countries. 

“It  is  decided  to  send  three  Cotnmissrs  along  the  Coast  of  S°  America 
as  far  as  Bueuas  Ayres,  in  a public  Ship,  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
into  the  State  of  affairs  in  the  several  provinces,  that  is,  the  popula- 
tion, intelligence  of  the  people,  resources,  their  capacity  & disposition 
for  independence  & self  govt  you  will  perceive  that  the  trust  is  of 
very  high  importance,  as  the  Commissrs  will  have  to  report  on  points, 
intimately  connected  with  the  future  destiny  of  those  people,  as  their 
report  will  have  much  weight  in  the  decision  of  the  Executive,  & per- 
haps of  Congress,  in  all  questions,  relating  to  them,  will  you  be  of  the 
Commissrs  ? It  is  expected  that  Walter  Jones  & John  Graham,  will  be 
the  other  two,  You  may  return  in  a few  months,  in  six  at  the  longest 
estimate  & perhaps  four.” 
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234  Monroe,  James  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Washington, 
Nov.  3,  1819.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  franked  address 
and  seal  in  red  wax. 

Written  while  President , relating  to  South  America. 

“It  is  decided  to  send  a frigate,  The  Congress,  along  the  coast  of 
the  Colonies  of  Spain,  as  far  as  Buenos  Ayres,  for  the  purposes  here- 
tofore communicated  to  you.  Three  Commissrs  will  go  in  her,  of 
whom  you  & Mr.  Graham  will  be  two.  The  third  will  be  decided  on 
in  a day  or  two.  The  frigate  will  be  ready  to  sail  in  ten  days  from  this 
time,  from  the  Chesapeake.  You  had  better  come  here,  as  soon  as  you 
can,  to  take  your  instructions,  & to  afford  an  opportunity  of  personal 
communication  with  you.  The  trust  is  in  the  highest  degree  impor- 
tant. It  will  attract  the  attention  of  our  own  people,  of  Spain  & the 
Colonies,  & of  the  European  powers.  I shall  I trust  be  able  in  my 
communication  to  Congress,  to  place  it  on  such  ground,  in  connection 
with  our  relation  with  Spain  & the  Colonies,  as  will  be  useful  to  us, 
with  them,  & particularly  the  latter,  and  with  Europe  generally.  It  is 
thought  necessary  to  break  up  the  piratical  & smugglery  establish- 
ments at  Galvestou  & Amelia  Island,  which  makes  it  the  more  irri- 
tant, that  you  should  sail  without  delay.’’ 

235  Monroe,  James.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  Washington, 

Feb  39,  1820.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

Written  while  President.  A fine  letter  1 elating  to  the  navy , 
reviewing  the  case  of  Com.  McDonough , in  whose  behalf  Rod- 
ney had  taken  a strong  interest. 

“ I shall  confine  this  to  the  case  of  Captn  McDonough,  in  whose  be- 
half you  take  so  strong  an  interest,  I can  assure  you,  that  it  was  with 
infinite  regret,  that  I took  the  step,  to  which  you  allude,  respecting  as 
I do,  highly  his  merit  & just  claims  in  his  country,  for  services  in  the 
late  war.  I did  it  however  under  a thorough  conviction,  that  it  was 
indispensable  to  the  support  of  order  & discipline  in  the  navy,  & of 
course  to  the  reputation  of  the  gov1.  The  court  which  had  been  held 
on  some  prisoners,  under  a gen1  order  of  the  commodore,  on  board 
one  of  the  ships  of  war,  adjourned  to  a tavern  in  Naples,  where  it  fin- 
ished its  proceedings.  The  commodore  disapproved  the  sentence, 
for  the  reasou,  that  it  was  concluded,  within  the  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion of  a foreign  power  ; he  ordered  the  court  to  be  convened,  & his 
decision  to  be  read  to  it,  intending  that  it  should  meet  no  more.  It 
met  again,  not  by  his  order,  but  by  a signal  from  Captn  McDonough’s 
Ship,  and  as  well  as  I recollect  more  than  once  criticis’d  & censur’d, 
in  harsh  terms,  the  Commodore's  order,  & sent  him  a copy  of  their 
proceedings.  The  speech  of  the  advocate,  was  highly  disrespectful  of 
the  commodore,  and  as  I presume  had  much  weight,  in  producing 
the  decision  of  the  Court.  The  Com.  suspended  these  officers,  & com- 
municated the  whole  affair  to  the  Sec’y  of  the  Navy.  I ordered  them 
home,  all  naval  men,  of  the  greatest  experience  think  them  in  the 
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wrong.  They  are  not  arrested,  and  it  is  far  from  my  wish,  to  subject 
them  to  trial,  if  to  be  avoided,  They  ought  however,  as  their  conduct 
merited,  & it  has  been  disapproved,  to  acknowledge  their  error,  in 
terms  respectful  to  the  Executive,  & express  regret,  that  they  had 
taken  an  improper  view  of  their  duty,  & of  what  they  owed  to  their 
commander  & country.  If  they  will  put  me  as  the  Ch.  Magistrate 
of  the  nation,  on  such  ground,  as  to  enable  me  to  treat  them  w'ith 
friendship,  & to  manifest  respect  for  their  merit,  I speak  more  par- 
ticularly as  to  Con:  M°Donough’s  who  had  an  opportunity  more  con- 
spicuously to  distinguish  himself.  I shall  avail  myself  of  it,  with 
pleasure,  Permission  has  been  lately  given  to  him  to  come  here,  at 
his  request,  & I give  you  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  you  may,  as 
he  passes,  which  he  probably  will  do,  soon  after  you  receive  this, 
should  you  concur  with  me  in  sentiment,  make  on  him  such  impres- 
sion as  will  best  promote  [as  is  thought  best]  his  own  reputation,  and 
the  credit  of  the  Navy,  as  well  as  that  of  the  government.” 

236  Monroe,  James.  A.  N.  S.  in  the  third  person.  8vo,  no 
date.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

237  Van  Buren,  Martin.  President  of  the  United  States. 
Partly  printed  L.  S.  4to.  Washington,  Sept.  1 i,  1829. 

238  Washington,  George.  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army.  First  President  of  the  United  States. 
America's  Guiding  Star.  A.  D.  S.  folio.  Oct.  18,  1750. 
A survey,  with  plans. 

Written  by  Washington  when  eighteen  years  old , when  he 
was  following  the  profession  of  Surveyor.  Signed  with  the 
tall  G.  & W.  used  by  him  in  his  signatures  of  that  dale.  It  is 
a survey  for  Geo.  Smith,  of  a t>  act  of  land  in  Frederick  county, 
and  on  Long  Marsh,  Virginia,  in  which  he  was  assisted  by 
John  Cuszine,  Thomas  Loftan  and  Owen  Thomas,  with  a 
neatly  drawn  plan  of  the  lot  at  the  top.  A beautiful  specimen. 

WASHINGTON  PREPARING  FOR  TRENTON. 

2 39  Washington,  Geo.  L.  S.  qto.  Head  Quarters  near 
Trenton,  Dec.  9.  1776. 

‘‘I  am  informed  by  Col0  Hart,  that  the  Colonials  of  the  Bucks 
County  Militia  have  been  directed  by  you,  to  march  their  Battalions 
to  Philadelphia,  to  assist  in  the  defence  and  preservation  of  the  City. 
I had  however,  previous  to  this  information,  wrote  to  the  several  Col- 
onels, desiring  they  would  without  delay  march  their  Men  to  this 
place,  as  I am  convinced  it  will  be  attended  with  much  advantage  that 
the)'  should  join  the  Army  here,  where  their  assistance  is  essentially 
necessary.  If  you  approve  of  the  Step  I have  taken  you  will  please 
to  signify  it  to  the  above  mentioned  Gent"  that  no  difficulty  may  arise 
in  consequence  of  the  different  Orders.” 


GIVING  INFORMATION  OF  THE  INTENDED  AT- 
TACK OF  THE  BRITISH  ON  TICONDEROGA, 
AND  AT  PEEKSKILL. 

240  Washington,  George.  L.  S.  folio.  Head  Quarters,  Camp 
at  Middle  Brook,  July  1,  1777.  To  Brig. -Gen!.  Geo  Clin- 
ton, with  address.  Endorsed  on  the  back  by  Thos.  Fosdick 
for  Capt.  Buckcunan  to  forward  it  immediately  by  order  of 
Genl.  Putnam. 

An  important  historical  letter  given  intelligence  of  the  prob- 
able intention  of  Lord  Howe  to  make  a sudden  attaek  on 
Peeks  Kill,  and  against  Ticonderoga. 

“ From  intelligence  just  reeeived  from  the  Northward,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  the  enemy  are  operating  against  Ticonderoga  and  its 
dependence  ; and  from  the  evacuation  of  the  Jersies,  and  the  reason 
of  the  thing  itself,  there  can  be  as  little  room  to  doubt,  that  General 
Howe  will  co-operate  with  the  Northern  army,  and  make  a sudden 
descent  upon  Peeks  Kill,  in  order,  if  possible  to  get  possession  of  the 
passes,  before  the  troops  to  defend  them  can  be  reinforced  by  this 
army.  Indeed  I am  this  moment  imformed  that  all  the  enemy’s  tent 
were  struck  today  at  eight  O’Clock,  and  ’tis  supposed  they  have  all 
embarked,  as  the  Ships  have  all  sailed  out  from  Princes  bay  where 
they  lay.  So  that  you  may  probably  have  a very  hasty  visit.  The 
urgency  of  the  occasion  and  the  necessity  of  employing  all  our  re- 
sources to  baffle  the  first  attempts  of  the  enemy  obliges  me  to  request 
in  the  strongest  terms,  that  you  will  exert  yourself  to  call  forth  a re- 
spectable body  of  the  Militia  of  your  State  to  strengthen  the  force 
already  at  Peeks-Kill  and  its  Appendages,  ’till  circumstances  will 
permit  this  army  to  be  brought  to  their  assistance.  No  time  should 
be  lost  in  doing  this.  The  call  is  to  the  last  degree  pressing,  and  the 
least  delay  may  be  productive  of  the  most  fatal  consequences.  Let 
every  nerve  be  strained  to  forward  your  preparations,  and  put  you  in 
the  best  posture  of  defence  possible. 

General  Parsons  & Gen1  Varnutn’s  I am  Dr  Sir 

Brigade  march  tomorrow  morning  Your  most  Obed  Servant 

very  early  for  Peeks-kill  Geo.  Washington.” 

WASHINGTON  ON  MILITARY  ADVANCEMENT. 

241  Washington,  George.  A.  L.  S.  three  pages,  large  folio. 
Whiteplains,  Aug  1 ith,  1778.  To  Isaiah  G.  Park? 

A fine  and  interesting  letter  to  an  officer  zvho  had  resigned 
front  the  Continental  Army , and  requesting  Gen.  Washington 
to  use  his  influence  to  have  him  re  instated  with  his  old  rank , 
and  Washington  answers  him  plainly  and  implicitly , and  in 
a clear  and  definite  manner  explains  ivhy  he  cannot  favor  him. 
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Washington,  George — ( Continued.) 

The  letter  is  an  evidence  of  the  sublime  character  of  our  great 
Chieftain , and  exhibits  his  high  moral  character  in  deciding 
differently  for  Justice's  sake  to  what  his  feelings  would  dictate 
him  to  do  for  friendship' s sake.  Somebody  has  erased  the 
address  on  the  back  ot  the  last  sheet,  and  torn  the  blank  por- 
tion of  the  sheet  off.  I have  deciphered  the  name  of  the  re- 
cipient ns  “ Isaiah  G.  Park" 

“A  few  days  ago  I received  your  favor  of  the  16th  Ult°  which 
Col0  Lee  was  so  obliging  as  to  transmit. 

From  the  regard  I had  for  you,  and  the  estimation  in  which  I held 
you,  as  au  Officer,  I wished  your  continuance  in  the  Army;  and  con- 
sidered your  departure  from  it  a loss  to  the  Service.  This  you  will 
readily  believe,  as  you  will  know  my  persuasions  had  been  used  to 
prevent  its  taking  place  before  it  did. 

At  this  time  I can  neither  Interest  myself  to  introduce  you  into  the 
line  again,  nor  advise  you  to  persevere  in  your  application  for  the 
purpose.  I am  convinced  if  the  measure  was  to  take  place,  it  would 
excite  infinite  discontent,  and  produce  a variety  of  resignations.  When 
you  left  the  Army,  you  made  a Surrender  of  your  Commission,  ac- 
cording to  the  usual  and  then  prevailing  Custom.  This  tho  very  re- 
luctantly (but  indeed  you  left  me  no  choice)  was  accepted  by  me, 
and  in  consequence  many  Officers  were  promoted.  To  attempt  to  re- 
call their  rise,  would  be  to  attempt  an  impossibility,  and  no  reasoning 
on  the  subject  would  be  sufficient  to  obtain  their  consent  to  it.  This 
objection,  I am  persuaded,  would  not  proceed  from  any  motives  of 
personal  dislike,  but  from  an  opinion  that  your  being  introduced  again 
would  be  an  essential  injury  to  their  rights.  I have  every  reason  to 
believe,  that  this  is  the  light  in  which  the  matter  would  be  viewed  by 
the  Virginian  Officers,  and  I am  by  no  means  clear,  that  the  disgust 
would  be  confined  to  them. 

Whether  you  were  injured  or  not  in  the  question  determined  be- 
tween you  & Col0  McClanahan  is  a point  I shall  not  undertake  to  dis" 
cuss,  However,  the  decision  given  upon  the  occasion,  was  agreeable 
I am  certain  to  the  common,  and  I believe  universal  practice  in  like 
cases,  viz.  that  State  Officers  Should  rank  According  to  their  State 
precedence  When  incorporated  into  the  Continental  Army,  This  Ap- 
pear to  me  to  have  been  a Rule,  strongly  founded  in  principles  of  jus- 
tice and  policy,  and  to  have  been  calculated  to  provoke  a more  gene- 
ral harmony,  than  any  other  that  could  have  been  devised,  Indeed  in 
the  more  early  period  of  the  War,  there  was  au  absolute  necessity  for 
it,  as  most  of  the  Troops  raised  in  the  first  instance  were  State  & 
not  Continental;  and  as  a different  principle  would  have  been  an  ef- 
fectual bar  to  a large  proportion  of  Officers  coming,  or  at  least  con- 
tinuing in  service.  Nor  would  policy  on  the  public  interest  suffer  a 
discrimination  to  be  made,  Tho  the  Officers  did  not  all  come  into  the 
line  at  one  and  the  same  time. 
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Washington,  George—  ( Continued. ) 

I have  written  to  you  with  freedom,  and  as  a friend,  I wish  you  had 
continued  in  the  Army,  Rut  as  you  did  not,  a regard  to  the  rights  of 
others  and  the  tranquility  of  the  Virginia  Line,  and  perhaps  that  of 
the  Army  at  large  are  opposed  to  my  interesting  myself  in  the  smal- 
lest degree,  to  promote  your  present  view. 

I am  Dr  Sir 

With  great  esteem  & regard 
Yr  Most  Obed1  Serv* 

Geo  Washington” 


WASHINGTON’S  LETTER  TO  THE  MAGISTRATES 
OF  PHILADELPHIA  ON  THE  EVACUATION  OF 
THAT  CITY  BY  THE  BRITISH. 

242  Washington,  Geo.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Philadel- 
phia, Dec.  25th,  1778.  To  the  Magistrates  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia.  Sice  Facsimile. 

A most  important  and  highly  historical  letter  of  the  greatest 
interest  to  Philadelphia , in  answer  to  their  address  to  Wash- 
ington, complimenting  him  on  the  evacuation  of  the  British 
from  the  Cradle  of  Liberty.  It  is  Ins  autograph  draft,  signed, 
of  the.  original,  worn  in  the  folds,  but  neatly  repaired. 


“ To — the  Magistrates  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia 

Gentlemen 

I return  you  tny  warmest  thanks  for  the  honor  you  do  me  in  your 
obliging  address,  Such  a distinguished  proof  of  the  affection  of  my 
fellow  citizens  manifested  by  so  respectable  a body  as  the  Magistrates 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  cannot  but  afford  me  the  most  sensible 
pleasure. 

I congratulate  you  Gentlemen  that  this  State  is  again  in  posses- 
sion of  its  Capitol ; and  I sincerely  hope  that  a persevering  exercise 
of  the  same  national  virtues  which  have  hitherto  frustrated  the  designs 
of  the  enemy  will  perpetuate  to  this  city  a full  enjoyment  of  all  the 
blessings  which  have  been  the  objects  of  the  present  glorious  and 
important  contest . Geo  Washington.” 


Phil* 
Deer  25th 
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THANKING  MR.  JAY  FOR  THE  GIFT  OF  SOME 
WINES.  MENTIONS  THE  PROBABLE  EVACU- 
ATION OF  CHARLESTOWN,  BUT  THINKS  THE 
BRITISH  WILL  STAY  IN  NEW  YORK. 

243  Washington,  Geo  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to.  Verplanks 
Point  (on  the  Hudson),  Oct.  18,  1782.  To  John  Jay. 


Washington,  George — ( Continued. ) 

A beautiful  specimen  of  a friendly  letter  of  considerable  his- 
torical importance , mentions  that  Gen.  Green  thinks  Charles- 
town will  be  evacuated,  tells  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet  at 
Boston , thinks  the  British  will  not  abandon  New  York  at  pres- 
ent, and  says  the  army  is  better  clothed,  fed  and  equipped  than 
during  any  time  since  the  war  commenced. 

“ Dear  Sir 

Not  having  received  from  your  Excellency,  during; 
the  last  Winter  or  Summer,  the  acknowledgment  of  any  letter,  ex- 
cept of  my  public  despatches  of  Octr  last,  I apprehend  that  some  pri- 
vate Letters  which  I have  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  to  you  since 
that  time  have  miscarried.  I resume  my  Pen,  therefore  to  repeat  the- 
thanks,  which  were  contained  in  one  of  them  for  the  Wine  you  had 
the  goodness  to  present  me  with,  and  to  assure  you  that  I entertain 
the  friendly  sentiments  toward  you,  which  I have  ever  experienced 
since  our  first  acquaintance. 

We  have  now  passed  another  Campaign,  and  no  very  important 
occurrence  has  intervened  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  The  evacuation 
of  Charles  Town  was  considered  by'  Gen1  Greene  in  his  last  letter  to 
me,  as  an  event  that  would  certainly  take  place,  and  from  other  cir- 
cumstances I am  induced  to  believe  it  is  effective  by  this  time.  Part 
of  the  Garrison  (the  British  Troops)  will  probably  go  to  the  West 
Indies,  & the  Germans  to  the  Northward,  Admiral  Pigot  is  now  in 
New  York  Harbour  with  26  heavy  Ships,  ready  Wooded  & Watered 
for  Sea;  but  the  present  circumstances,  tho'  somewhat  equivocal,  do 
not  indicate  that  New  York  will  be  abandoned  this  year;  Notwith- 
standing there  have  been  many  reports  & conjectures  of  the  kind 
some  weeks  ago. 

The  Marquis  de  Vauderuille  is  in  Boston  Harbour  with  Twelve  Sail 
of  the  line,  (three  excepted  which  are  at  Portsmouth)  having  unfor- 
tunately stranded  & lost  the  Magnifique  in  entering  that  Bay,  but 
Congress  has  presented  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  the  Ship 
America  of  74  guns  built  at  Portsmouth  and  now  nearly  fit  for  Sea. 

The  changes  in  the  British  Ministry,  & the  fluctuation  of  their 
Councils  and  the  Subjects  of  universal  Speculation.  We  wait  with 
impatience  to  hear  the  result  of  the  Negotiations,  and  not  being  very 
sanguine  in  our  expectations,  endeavor  to  hold  ourselves  prepared  for 
every  contingency,  I am  Certain  it  will  afford  you  pleasure  to  know r 
that  our  Army  is  better  organized,  disciplined  & cloathed,  than  it  has 
been  at  any  period  since  the  commencement  of  the  War,  This  you 
may  be  assured  is  the  fact. 

I shall  always  be  happy  to  hear  from  You,  especially  at  the  present 
important  Crisis,  of  European  Politicks;  and  beg  you  will  be  per- 
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Washington,  George — Continued.) 

suaded,  that  with  the  warmest  wishes  & most  respectful  compliments 
to  Mrs  Jay,  I am  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  regard  & esteem 
Dr  Sir 

Yr  Excellys 

Most  Obed1  & HbIe  Servt 

Geo  Washington” 

SOMEBODY  IN  VERMONT  ACCUSED  OF  CORRE- 
SPONDING WITH  THE  ENEMY. 

244  Washington,  George.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Head 
Quarters,  Newburg,  Dec.  5th,  1782.  To  Nathaniel  Peabody. 

A highly  important  historical  letter  in  reference  to  the  ap- 
prehension of  persons  ivho  are  thought  to  reside  in  Vermont, 
for  communicating  information  to  the  British.  The  letter  is 
very  badly  stained. 

“ I have  duly  received  your  favor  of  the  27th  of  Novr 

For  some  time  past.  I have  been  fully  persuaded,  that  the  British, 
had  been  tampering,  bv  their  Emissaries  with  some  Individuals  within 
our  Lines,  and  that  a very  improper  & dangerous  communication  had 
been  kept  up  between  the  Enemy  in  Canada  & the  District  of  Ver- 
mont. I was  in  expectation  that  Lieut  Colonel  Johnson  could  have 
fixed  the  charge  incontestably  on  particular  characters,  but  as  this  is 
not  the  case  at  present,  I have  requested  him  to  give  any  farther,  or 
more  specific  information  he  may  recollect  or  obtain  to  President 
Weare  or  yourself,  that  upon  full  proof  being  had  of  the  transactions 
& of  the  Agents  in  this  business,  adequate  measures  may  be  taken  to 
put  a period  to  such  unwarrantable  practices  as  those  alluded  to,  as 
well  as  punish  the  Perpetrators. 

Whenever  any  certain  demonstration  of  facts  is  made,  I shall  be 
glad  to  be  informed,  and  in  the  mean  time 
I am  with  great  regard 
Sir 

Your  most  Obedt  Serv1 
Geo  "Washington.  ” 

WASHINGTON  INTENDS  TO  GO  BACK  TO  FARM 
LIFE,  COME  WHAT  MAY. 

245  Washington,  George.  A.  L.  S.  7 pages,  4to.  Mount 
Vernon,  June  25th,  1786.  To  G.  W.  Fairfax? 

A magnificent  specimen,  and  an  interesting  friendly  letter,  in 
which  he  intimates  that  he  intends  to  go  back  to  farm  life 
come  what  may , and  tells  of  the  simple  mode  of  living  and 
eating  which  he  has  adopted.  He  also  speaks  of  the  manner 
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Washington,  George — ( Continued. ) 

in  which  he  received  Mr.  Pine , the  artist  who  painted  his 
portrait.  The  letter  was  evidently  ws  itten  to  his  friend  Fairfax. 

“Since  I had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  in  November  last,  I have 
been  favoured  with  yonr  letter  of  the  23d  of  June  in  the  last,  and  23d  of 
JanT  iu  the  present  year, — The  first  was  handed  to  me  by  Doctr  Bayn" 
ham,  and  the  other  by  Mr  James  Bloxham. 

Your  conjectures  respecting  the  fate  of  our  letters,  are,  I am  per- 
suaded, too  well  founded, — Such  frequent  Miscarriages  would  not  have 
resulted  from  negligence  alone,  but  why  after  the  prying  eye  of  curi- 
osity, or  the  malignant  hope  of  trapanning  an  individual,  or  making 
useful  discoveries  were  dissapointed.  The  letters  should  not  have  been 
permitted  to  proceed  to  their  address,  is  not  easy  to  be  concieved.  Being 
well  apprized  of  the  delicacy  of  your  situation,  I have  studiously 
avoided  every  expression  in  all  my  letters  which  might,  if  known, 
have  involved  you  in  the  smallest  difficulty  or  embarrassment,  the 
w'autonly  unfeeling  therefore  to  destro}-,  as  well  as  to  have  inspected, 
such  as  were  founded  in  friendship  and  contained  occurrences  which 
related  to  the  parties  only , for  their  bases, — In  future  I will  always 
place  my  letters  to  you,  under  cover  to  Mr  Althaues. 

In  a former  letter  I informed  you,  that  Mr  Pine’s  reception  iu  this 
country  had  been  favourable  ; and  indicative  of  a plentiful  harvest  in 
the  line  of  his  profession.  Consequent,  of  3rour  good  report  of  this 
Gentleman,  I furnished  him  with  letters  to  many  of  the  first  characters 
in  Philadelphia  & Annapolis  ; & have  every  reason  to  believe  that  his 
success  will  not  fall  short  of  his  expectations  if  it  is  not  injured  by 
any  act  of  his  own,  against  which  his  prudence  will,  no  doubt  secure 
him. 

Though  envy  is  not  among  the  ingredients  which  com- 
pose MY  CONSTITUTION,  YET  THE  PICTURE  YOU  HAVE  DRAWN  OF 
YOUR  PRESENT  HABITATION  & MODE  OF  RIVING,  IS  ENOUGH  TO 
CREATE  STRONG  DESIRES  IN  ME  TO  BE  A PARTICIPATOR  OF  THE 
TRANQUILLITY  AND  RURAL  AMUSEMENTS  YOU  HAVE  DESCRIBED.  I 
AM  GLIDING  INTO  THE  LATTER  AS  FAST  AS  I CAN,  BEING  DETER- 
MINED TO  MAKE  THE  REMAINDER  OF  MY  LIFE  AS  EASY,  LET  THE 

World,  or  The  concerns  of  it,  go  as  they  may  ; & I am  not 
a little  obliged  to  you,  My  good  Sir,  for  the  assurance  of  contributing 
to  this  by  procuring  me  a Buck  & Doe  of  the  best  English  Deer,  but 
if  you  have  not  already  encountered  this  trouble  I would  now  wish  to 
relieve  you  from  it,  as  Mr  Ogle  of  Maryland  has  been  so  obliging  as 
to  present  me  Six  fawns  from  his  Park  of  English  Deer  at  Bell  Air. 
Of  the  forest  Deer  of  the  Country,  I have  also  procured  Six,  two 
Bucks  & four  Does,  with  these  & tolerable  care,  I shall  soon  stock  my 
small  Paddock. 

In  this  release,  I do  not  mean  to  acquit  my  good  friend  Mrs  Fairfax 
of  the  offer  she  has  made  me,  I will  recieve  with  great  pleasure  & 
gratitude  the  seeds  of  any  Trees  or  Shrubs  which  are  not  natives  of 
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Washington,  George — ( Continued. ) 

this  Country  but  reconcileable  with  the  climate  of  it,  that  she  may  be 
so  obliging  as  to  send  me  ; and  while  my  attentions  are  bestowed  on 
the  nurture  of  them,  it  would,  if  anything  was  necessary  to  do  it,  re- 
mind me  of  the  happy  moments  I have  spent  in  conversation  on  this 
and  other  Subjects  with  that  Lady  at  Belvoir. 

My  friend  in  New  England  having,  since  the  date  of  my  letters  to 
you,  in  November,  engaged  a young  gentlenm  for  me  of  decent  ap- 
pearance & respectable  family  as  a tutor  for  the  two  little  Custis’s 
(who  live  with  me),  I have  to  pray  that  the  trouble  I was  about  to 
give  you  on  this  occasion  may  cease,  and  that  the  letter  which  I put 
under  your  cover  for  a M1'  Chapman,  may  be  burnt. 

I have  now,  My  dear  Sir,  to  beg  you  to  accept  my  particular  thanks 
for  the  early  attention  which  you  paid  to  my  request  respecting  a 
Farmer,  and  for  directing  Mr  Bloxham  to  offer  himself  to  me  before 
he  should  engage  with  any  other.  The  character  given  of  him  by 
Mr  Peacy  is  full  & ample,  & his  appearance  and  conversation  being 
much  in  his  favour,  I have  engaged  to  give  him  Sixty  guineas  pr  ann. 
for  his  Services,  & find  him  and  family'  in  Provisions,  a house  to  live 
in,  a garden  to  work,  and  two  cows  to  furnish  them  with  Milk,  In 
consequence  thereof  he  proposes  to  write  for  his  wife  and  children  to 
come  to  him,  With  his  assistance  & advice  I shall  be  able  to  dispense 
with  a Steward.  I have  now  taken  the  management  of  my  Farms 
into  my  own  hands,  and  shall  find  employment  & amusement  if  not 
profit,  in  conducting  the  business  of  them  myself. 

The  Postscript  to  your  letter  of  the  23^  of  Janv  has  given  me  pain. 
It  would  seem  from  the  tenor  of  it  as  if  yon  conceived  I was  not  well 
pleased  at  your  giving  Mr  Thos  Corbin  a letter  of  introduction  to  me  ; 
be  assured  My  dear  Sir,  nothing  was  ever  further  from  me  than  to  ex- 
press such  a sentiment.  My  intention,  however  incautiously  it  wa* 
communicated,  was  only  to  inform  you  that  his  brother  Dick  had 
determined  to  play  nothing  short  of  the  whole  game,  & therefore  wa® 
resolved  to  be  as  early  with  his  narrative  in  this  county  as  Tom  could 
be,  and  now,  whilst  I am  upon  this  subject,  let  me  once  for  all  entreat 
you  not  to  be  so  scrupulous,  or  backward  in  your  introductions,  for  I 
I can  assure  you  with  much  truth  that  every  occasion  which  affords 
the  means  of  hearing  from  you  and  Mrs  Fairfax  will  give  pleasure  in 
this  family  ; & no  person  who  shall  bear  your  passport  will  be  an  un- 
welcome guest  in  it.  So  many  come  hither  with  out  proper  introduc- 
tions that  it  is  a real  satisfaction  when  I am  able  to  discriminate. 
This  will  be  the  case  when  Mr  Ansley,  or  any  other  shall  present  a 
letter  from  you  to  me.  No  inconvenience  can  arise  from  these  things. 
My  manner  of  living  is  plain  and  i do  not  mean  to  be  put 

OUT  OF  IT.  A GLASS  OF  WINE  AND  A BIT  OF  MUTTON  IS  ALWAYS 
READY,  SUCH  AS  WILL  BE  CONTENT  TO  PARTAKE  OF  IT  ARE  WEL- 
COME, THOSE  WHO  LOOK  FOR  MORE  WILL  BE  DISAPPOINTED. 
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Washington,  George — ( Continued . ) 

In  every  wish  that  can  contribute  to  the  happiness  and  pleasure  of 
yourself  & Lady.  Mrs  Washington  joins  me,  and  with  sincere  regard 
and  affection 

I am,  My  dear  Sir. 

Yr  most  Obed1  & Hbi«  Servt 

Geo  Washington  ” 

246  Washington,  George.  D.  S.  partly  printed,  folio  New 
York,  March  31,  1790.  Signed  also  by  Thos.  Jefferson. 
See  facsimile. 

It  is  very  seldom  we  find  a document  signed  by  Washing- 
ton, while  President,  at  the  time,  the  Capital  teas  in  New 
York,  This  is  the  Commission  of  Henry  Bogart  of  Albany,  as 
Surveyor  of  the  Port  of  Albany. 

WASHINGTON’S  RULES  FOR  SELECTING  AN  AIDE- 

DE-CAMP. 

247  Washington,  Geo.  A.  L.  S.  (with  initials  “ G.  W.”)  2 
pages,  8vo.  No  date. 

Inquiring  the  character  of  Colonel  Heth,  who  has  applied 
to  him , to  he  appointed  his  Aide-de-Camp.  The  letter  is  to 
the  point  and  characteristic  of  the  man. 

“ Private-and-confidential 

Col°  Heth  has  offered  his  services  to  me  as  an  Aid  de  Camp, — 

His  Services  being  with  the  Southern  Army  chiefly  I know  but  little 
of  his  merits  as  an  Officer , and  not  much  more  of  his  temper  as  a 
Man, — 

It  is  essential  (as  I am  persuaded  you  will  allow)  that  my  principle 
Aids  Should  be  experienced,  As  Officers — Knowing  in  their  duty  as 
Aids — ready  at  their  Pen — and  of  conciliatory  manners,  as  With  out 
the  last  qualification,  from  the  numberless  applications  which  will  be 
made  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  through  the  Aids,  that  cannot  ob- 
tain, rough  and  short  answers  would  produce  disgust,  When  Smooth 
& explanatory  replies  would  have  a contrary  effect. 

As  you  know  fullwell  What  kind  of  characters  are  fit  for  niv  pur- 
pose you  will  be  at  no  loss  to  decide  whether  Col°  Heth  would  suit 
me, — 

Your  opinion  on  this  matter  Shall  never  be  known  & if  put  on  a 
separate  paper  as  this  is  Shall  be  committed  to  the  flames  as  soon  as 
read 

G.  W 

Is  Coco  Heth  a Sober  Man?" 
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MARTHA  WASHINGTON’S  LETTER,  THANKING 
MRS.  BOUDINOT  FOR  HER  CONGRATULA- 
TIONS ON  THE  CESSATION  OF  HOSTILITIES 
AND  THE  RETURN  OF  GENERAL  WASHINGTON 
TO  MOUNT  VERNON. 

248  Washington,  Martha.  The  Wife  of  General  George 
Washington.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to.  Mount  Vernon, 
Jan  15,  1784  (to  Mrs.  Elias  Boudinot).  See  facsimile. 

/ hardly  think  it  possible  to  obtain  a finer  or  more  interest- 
ing letter  of  Lady  Washington  than  this . I have  sold  some 
feiv,  but  this  one  hits  the  mark  for  historical  interest  more  than 
any  I know  of.  ft  mentions  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  the  es- 
tablishing of  peace , the  return  of  the  General  to  Mount  Ver- 
non, and  her  happy  little  family  ( Nelly  Custis  and  her  chil- 
dren) who  she  likes  to  have  prattling  about  her . 

“ My  dear  Madam 

Your  polite  and  Affectionate  Congratulatory  Letter  on 

THE  TERMINATION  OF  OUR  TROUBLES,  AND  THE  RETURN  OF  THE 
General  TO  domestic  life,  would,  under  any  Circumstances,  have 
been  highly  pleasing  to  me,  but  the  value  of  it  was  particularly  en- 
hanced by  the  friendly  terms  in  which  you  have  conveyed  them  to  us. 

In  return,  permit  me  to  offer  you  my  sincere  compliments  on  your 
restoration  to  your  own  House,  after  an  exile  of  seven  years,  and  ou 
Miss  Boudinot’s  better  state  of  health,  which  with  much  pleasure  I 
learnt  from  the  General  was  considerably  amended,  if  he  might  be  al- 
lowed to  form  a judgment  of  it  from  her  improved  looks,  The  DIFFI- 
CULTIES, AND  DISTRESSES  TO  WHICH  WE  HAVE  BEEN  EXPOSED  DUR- 
ING THE  WAR  MUST  NOW  BE  FORGOTTEN,  WE  MUST  ENDEAVOR  TO  LET 
OUR  WAYS  BE  THE  WAYS  OF  PLEASANTNESS  AND  OUR  PATHS  PEACE. 

It  would  give  me  infinite  pleasure  to  see  you  Mr  and  Miss  Boudinot 
at  this  place,  without  which  I almost  despair  of  ever  enjoying  that 
happiness,  as  very  frequent  long  Journeys  have  not  only  left  me  with- 
out inclination  to  undertake  another,  hut  almost  disqualified  me  from 
doing  it,  as  I find  the  fatigue  is  too  much  for  me  to  bear. 

My  little  family  are  all  with  me,  and  have  been  very  well  till  with  in 
these  few  days,  that  they  have  been  taken  with  the  measles,  the  worst 
I hope  is  over,  and  that  I shall  soon  have  them  prattling  about  me 
again,  with  best  respects  to  Mr  Boudinot  and  love  to  Miss  Susan  and 
your  self,  in  which  the  General  Joins,  I am  my  dear  Madam  with 
much  esteem. 

Your  most  affectionate 
Friend 

Martha  Washington” 
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249  Washington,  Geo.  A Contemporary  Copy  of  a Letter 
from  Genl.  Washington  to  Caesar  Rodney,  dated  Valley 
Forge,  May  25,  1778,  3 pages,  folio. 

This  is  a contemporary  copy  of  a very  important  Valley 
Forge  letter.  It  seems  that  Rodney  sent  Washington  a copy 
of  a pamphlet  containing  letters  attributed  to  Washington, 
and  in  this  letter  Washington  denies  their  authorship  in  the 
most  emphatic  terms.  He  also  gives  his  conjectures  as  to  the 
probable  movements  of  the  British  Army,  and  thinks  they  will 
soon  evacuate  Philadelphia , &c. 

Officers  in  the  Revolution,  Members  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  Statesmen,  &c. 

250  Adams,  John.  President  of  the  United  States.  Signer 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to. 
Philadelphia,  April  7,  1796.  To  Thos.  B.  Adams,  his  son. 

An  interesting  letter  to  his  son , who  zvas  charge  de  affaires 
in  Holland , asking  for  certain  information  for  the  government, 
and  commenting  on  the  policy  of  his  staying  in  Europe  or 
returning  to  America.  On  Holland' s contemplated  change  in 
the  mode  of  government,  he  says  : 

“ The  Dutch  are  trying  over  again  after  the  French  the  Experi- 
ment of  a government  of  a single  Assembly,  Nedharn  as  great  a 
Changling  as  he  was,  and  as  great  a Villan,  has  had  more  honor  done 
to  his  weak  system  than  Sir  Thomas  More,  Mr.  Harrington  or  even 
Plato.  It  has  cost  many  hundred  of  thousands  of  Dives  to  cure  France 
of  this  Idolatry  to  it,  and  I am  afraid  my  good  Friends  the  Dutch 
will  have  reason  too  to  repent  of  it.  Oh  Franklin  ! Thy  Rods 
will  not  in  a thousand  years  save  hare  the  Number  of 
Dives  that  has  been  destroyed  already  in  France  by  their 

INCONSIDERATE  ADMIRATION  OF  THY  ATTACHMENT  TO  MaRCH- 
mont  Nedhams  Degiseation.  The  Rascall  Nedharn  leading  Frank- 
lin, Turgot,  Condorset  and  Rochefoucault  by  the  Nose,  and  the  French 
Nation  blindly  following  them  and  the  Dutch  Nation  bringing  up  the 
Rear  is  to  be  so  astonishing  a Picture,  that  no  Miracle  could  have  made 
me  believe  it,  if  I had  not  lived  to  see  it.” 

250A  Allen,  Ethan.  Lieut. -Colonel  in  the  Continental  Army. 
The  brave  officer  who  captured  Ticonderoga.  Before  the 
Revolution  he  was  declared  an  Outlaw  by  New  York  on 
account  of  his  connection  in  the  Controversy  over  “ The 
New  Hampshire  Grants.”  D.  S 2 pages,  folio.  Aug.  6, 
1785.  Signed  also  by  Jno.  Kelly,  and  witnessed  by  Wm. 
Wentworth  and  James  Shotwell. 

An  agreement  for  eight  grants  of  land  in  Vermont. 
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250B  Arnold,  Benedict.  Major  General  in  the  Revolution. 
The  Traitor.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Dec.  27,  1775.  To  Dr. 
Carter.  Mounted  on  heavy'  paper. 

“ I am  much  obliged  for  yonr  offer  & glad  to  see  you  so  Spirited, 
but  Canuot  consent  you  should  take  up  Arms,  as  you  will  be  wanted 
In  the  way  of  your  Proffession,  you  will  Please  to  Prepare  Dressings 
&c  & report  to  the  Main  Guard  House  at  2 O’clock  in  the  Morning, 
with  your  Assistant.” 

This  letter  zvas  written  just  4 t lays  before  the  attack  on 
Quebec , inhere  Montgomery  zvas  killed , and  Arnold  wounded 
in  the  leg.  It's  a pity  he  zvas  not  killed  and  the  brave  Mont- 
gomery spared. 

250c  Bail,  Robert.  Officer  in  the  Delaware  Militia.  A.  L.  S f 
folio.  Newcastle,  April  20,  1776.  To  Caesar  Rodney, 
with  address. 

Asking  for  a commission  in  the  Delazvare  Battalion. 

251  Barron,  James.  Commodore  in  the  U S.  Navy.  Com- 
manded the  “ Chesapeake"  at  the  time  of  her  unfortunate 
encounter  with  the  British  frigate  Leopard,  and  killed  Com- 
modore Decatur  in  a duel  arising  from  correspondence  on 
that  affair.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to.  Norfolk,  May  2,  1821. 
To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

Asking  him  to  accept  service  for  him  in  his  trial  arising  out 
of  the  affair  with  the  British  frigate  “ Leopard .” 

252  Barron,  James.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to  Norfolk, 

May  2,  1821.  New  York,  June  27,  1821,  New  York,  J une 
29,  1821,  and  July'  2,1821.  All  to  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with 
address.  4 pieces 

All  relating  to  subjects  connected  with  his  trial. 

253  Barron,  James.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Boston,  July  27,  1821. 
To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

“ I shall  leave  this  place  in  two  days  for  your  residence,  and  pro- 
pose to  you  my  further  plans,  a Court  Martial  I presume  will  finish 
the  tragedy  and  I hope  and  trust  iu  God  that  I shall  meet  my  fate 
like  a man” 

234  Barron,  James.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  410,  dated  from 
Aug.  3,  1821,  to  Jan.  It,  1822.  Written  from  various 
places  and  all  to  Caesar  A.  Rodney',  with  addresses. 

1 1 pieces 

All  relating  to  matters  connected  with  his  trial.  One  of 
the  letters  is  much  stained  and  damaged.  An  interesting  lot. 
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255  Barry,  James.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to,  dated  from 

Dec.  io,  1822,  to  Sept.  23,  1823.  Written  from  Norfolk, 
all  to  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  addresses.  7 pieces 

Relating  to  his  trial,  ami  naval  affairs  in  general.  An  in- 
teresting lot. 

256  Barron,  James.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Norfolk,  Feb.  1 ith,  1823. 
To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

Recommending  a proper  ship  for  him  to  sail  in  on  his  mis- 
sion to  Buenos  Ayres 

“I  feel  no  hesitation  in  recommending  the  Macidonian  to  you,  as 
the  most  proper  ship  for  your  accommodation  in  the  navy,  and  I should 
suppose  that  the  severe  frost  has  entirely  eradicated  the  contagion,  so 
that  you  could  have  nothing  to  apprehend  on  that  score,  and  if  you 
can  get  her,  and  Elliott  for  her  commander,  I do  not  think  that  you 
can  expect  to  be  more  comfortable  on  the  ocean.” 

257  Barron,  James.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  St.  Anns,  Oct.  5th,  and 
Norfolk,  Nov.  24th,  1847.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with 
address. 

Relating  to  his  patent  Dry  Dock,  and  the  infringement 
the  1 eon . 

258  Barron,  James.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Norfolk,  Nov., 
1821.  Being  the  concluding  pages  of  a copy  of  the  finding 
of  the  Judge  Advocate  in  his  case,  6 pages.  To  Caesar  A. 
Rodney. 

Containing  a copy  of  the  finding  of  the  court  martial  in 
his  case,  accusing  him  of  being  absent  from  the  United  States 
tvi/hout  leave. 

259  Barron,  James.  Letters  from  the  Citizens  of  Norfolk, 

Aug.  8,  1821,  and  from  the  Citizens  of  Hampton,  Sept.  14, 
1821.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney.  2 pieces 

These  letters  convey  the  thanks  of  the  citizens  of  Norfolk 
and  Hampton  to  Mr.  Rodney  for  his  generous  effort  in  defence 
of  Commodore  James  Barron.  They  are  accompanied  with 
Rodney's  Autograph  drafts  of  his  answers. 

260  Battell,  French.  Colonel  in  the  Delaware  Battalion  of 
Militia  during  the  Revolution.  A.  D.  S.  folio.  Dover, 
April  2,  1776. 

The  finding  of  the  court  martial  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant 
Matthew  Manlove. 


26 1 Bsttell,  French  A.  D.  S.  folio.  May  30,  17S0. 
Muster  roll  of  the  recruits  enlisted  by  Lieut.  Darnel  P.  Cox 

for  the  Delaware  regiment , mustered  by  Col.  French  Bat  tell, 
from  Feb.  p to  May  JO,  ij8o. 

262  Battell,  French.  A.  L.  S.  small  4to.  Sept.  28,  1776. 
To  Capt.  Thos.  Rodney. 

In  reference  to  the  battalion  commanded  by  Col.  Samuel  West. 

263  Bedford,  Gunning-.  Member  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, G overnor  of  Delaware,  Lieut,  in  the  French  and  In- 
dian War  and  Lieut.  Col.  in  Haslet’s  Regiment  and  wounded 
at  White  Plains.  A.  L S.  folio.  New  Castle,  Aug  9,  1778. 
To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

“ I see  Mr.  McKean  a few  Days  ago,  who  deliver’d  me  the  Great 
Seal  of  this  State,  & desir’d  it  might  be  forwarded  to  you  Sir.  as  soon 
as  possible.  I now  send  it  pr  Mr  Booth  with  the  Acc1  & Copy  of  a 
Receit,  the  Price  Mr  McKean  says  he  agreed  for  was  T40.” 

264  Bedford,  Gunning  A.  L.  S.  folio.  New  Castle,  Oct. 
29,  1 778.  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address,  with  an  A.  D.  S. 
2 pages,  folio.  Signed  also  by  Thomas  Rodney. 

“ Inclosed  you  have  a Petition  to  the  Gen.  Assembly  of  this  State  in 
favour  of  the  Regfc  thereof  in  which  I have  taken  the  Liberty  of  men- 
tioning your  Name  if  you  approve  of  the  Application  & the  form  of 
this  Petition  I must  request  you  to  sign  it  & have  it  presented.”  Rod- 
ney approved  of  it,  for  he  signed  it.  The  petition  asks  for  an  in- 
crease of  fees  for  the  Registers  of  Wills  in  New  Castle  & Kent  Coun- 
ties, positions  held  by  himself  & Thos  Rodney.” 

265  Bedford,  Gunning,  Jr.  Member  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress and  Constitutional  Convention,  Aid  to  General  Wash- 
ington. A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Philadelphia,  Oct.  12, 
1778.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

Asking  for  the  appointment  of  prosecutor  for  New  Castle. 

“ I find  I could  make  it  convenient  to  prosecute  at  New  Castle  & 
Dover.” 

266  Bedford,  Gunning,  Jr.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  New 

Castle,  Nov.  20,  1778,  and  Jan.  16,  1779.  To  Caesar  Rod- 
ney, with  addresses.  2 pieces 

Thanking  Caesar  Rodney  for  his  contemplated  appointment 
of  him  as  Attorneys  General  of  Delaware,  and  promising  that 
if  he  is  appointed  he  will  attend  to  the  duties  thereof  faithfully. 

267  Bedford,  Gunning,  Jr.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Phila- 
delphia, March  8,  1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  addresses. 

Fie  decides  to  move  to  Dover , and  says : 
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“ Mrs.  B.  is  very  anxious  about  it,  & thinks  she  should  be  much- 
happier  if  she  can  get  next  door  to  his  Excelly.  I don’t  know  how  it 
conies  General,  but  you  Still  hold  Your  place  as  a great  favourite,  & 

1 don’t  know  but  I had  better  counteract  her  in  her  wishes  as  to  that 
point.  However  I will  run  the  risk  for  the  sake  of  the  house. 

We  have  nothing  in  politicks,  we  are  determined  to  have  no  con- 
vention, Our  last  one  made  such  a damned  bad  Constitution  we  are 
afraid  to  trust  another”  &c 

268  Bedford,  Gunning,  Jr.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  New  Castle, 
April  6th,  1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

269  Bedford,  Gunning,  Jr.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to.  Wilmington, 
Feb.  4,  1806.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

On  legal  matters. 

270  Blaine,  Ephraim.  Commissary  General  of  the  Northern 
Department  and  friend  of  Washington.  A.  L.  S.  folio. 
Wilmington,  Nov.  19,  1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with 
address. 

In  reference  to  the  commissary  department. 

271  Blaine,  Ephraim.  L.  S.  folio.  King’s  Ferry,  Aug.  3, 

1780,  and  Tappan,  Aug.  15,  1780.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 
Relating  to  supplies  for  the  at  my.  2 pieces 

272  Bland,  Theodoric.  Distinguished  Colonel  in  the  Revo- 
lution. Member  of  the  Continental  Congress.  A.  L.  S. 

2 pages,  4to.  Georgetown,  Jan.  7,  1819.  To  Caesar  A. 
Rodney,  with  address. 

In  reference  to  criticism  in  the  papers  on  his  conduct  during 
the  mission  to  Buenos  Byres,  of  which  he  zvas  one  of  the  com- 
missioners . 

273  Bloomfield,  Joseph.  Officer  in  the  Revolution,  Brig  - 

Gen.  in  the  war  of  1812,  Governor  of  New  Jersey.  A.  L.  S. 
2 pages,  4to.  Trenton,  Nov.  9,  1801.  And  A.  L.  S.  folio. 
Washington,  December  16,  1820.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney, 
with  address.  2 pieces,  both  damaged 

274  Booth,  James.  Noted  Delaware  Patriot,  Clerk  and  Sec- 
retary of  the  House  of  Assembly.  A.  L.  S.  4to  New 
Castle,  Sept,  17th,  1776.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

275  Booth,  James.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Wilmington,  July  13, 
1778.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 
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276  Booth,  James  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  New  Castle, 
June  1,  1780.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

“ I am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  only  private  Intelligence  I have 
to  communicate  must  be  disagreeable.  I mean  the  Capture  of  the 
Sloop  General  Rodney.  The  Particulars  I have  not  learnt,  but  the 
Return  of  Cap1  Campbell  from  New  York  authenticates  the  Account 
too  well  to  deny  it  Credit.  A Report  circulates  here,  that  the  Enemy 
on  the  8tlj  Ult°  assaulted,  without  Effect,  the  Works  at  Charles  Town, 
which  they  repeated  on  the  Day  following  and  were  repulsed  with 
very  considerable  Loss,”  &c. 

277  Booth,  James.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  New  Castle,  August  7, 
1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

“ I congratulate  your  Excellency  upon  the  Reduction  of  Grenada 
by  the  French  Arms,  and  the  Success  of  D’Estaing’s  Fleet,”  &c. 

278  Booth,  James  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio  New  Castle, 
March  31,  1781.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

“ I have  no  other  News  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency,  than 
the  Capture  of  Mr  Thompson  the  Refugee  from  Sussex.  He  was 
taken  in  Chesapeake  Bay  by  a Party,  I believe,  of  Continental  Troops 
under  the  Command  of  Capt  McLean  * * * We  have  no  particulars 
of  the  Action  between  General  Greene  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  or  the 
Engagement  between  the  two  Fleets,”'  &c. 

279  Booth,  James.  A series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to  or  folio,  dated 
from  Lewes  and  New  Castle  between  Nov.  23,  1778,  and 
Feb.  26,  1781.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address.  8 pieces 

All  on  official  business  relating  to  the  doings  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Delaware. 

280  Booth,  James.  Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Board 
of  the  Privy  Council  of  Delaware,  Sept.  2,  1778,  signed. 
2 pages,  folio. 

Die  resolution  to  request  Congress  to  negotiate  the  exchange 
of  fohn  McKinly , late  president  of  Delaware,  captured  by 
the  British,  for  Gov.  Wm.  Franklin. 

281  Booth,  James.  Various  Extracts,  signed,  from  the 
Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Delaware,  1778,  1781 
and  1785,  folio,  in  reference  to  the  militia  of  the  State. 

4 pieces 

Booth,  James  A.  L.  S.  folio  New  Castle,  Sept  21, 
1778  (damaged).  A.D.  S.  4to.  July  28th  and  Aug.  31, 
1776.  Together.  3 pieces 
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283  Broom,  Jacob.  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress  and 
the  Constitutional  Convention.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to. 
Wilmington,  May  2f,  1781.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  ad- 
dress. Fine. 

284  Bryan,  Robert.  Delaware  Patriot.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Dec. 

14,  1781,  and  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Oct.  19,  1781.  To  Col.  Thos. 
Rodney.  2 pieces 

285  Burr,  Aaron.  Vice-President  of  the  United  States.  Aide 
to  Gen.  Montgomery  at  the  Siege  of  Quebec.  Member  of 
Washington’s  Military  Family.  Killed  Alex.  Hamilton  in 
a Duel.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Washington,  Feb  13,  1803. 
To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

Speaks  of  Dr.  Vaughan' s pamphlet  on  the  Yelloiv  Fever , 
and  the  doings  of  Congress. 

286  Burr,  Aaron.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Washington,  March 
3 and  4th,  1801.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

Written  when  Vice-President.  Mentions  Jefferson  s Inaugu- 
ration in  a postcript  dated  March  pth. 

“ The  Mailed  Closed  at  an  earlier  hour  than  I had  Supposed,  it  af- 
forded me  the  opportunity  to  add,  That  we  have  gone  through  the 
Ceremony.  The  Day  was  serene  and  temperate.  The  Concourse  of 
people  immense,  all  passed  of  handsomely,  great  joy  but  no  riot, 
no  accident,  SThe  Papers  Contain  Jefferson’s  Speech.  A,  B’s  can- 
not be  published,  for  it  was  not  written,  it  consisted  of  about  three 
sentences.” 

287  Burr,  Aaron  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Albany,  Oct.  > 8,  i8ot. 

To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

Mentions  that  a Convention  has  been  called  to  revise  the 
Constitution  of  Neiv  York. 

288  Burr,  Aaron.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Washington,  March  8,  1801. 
To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

‘‘The  death  of  James  Madison  the  Elder,  father  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  will  retard  for  a few  days  the  Journey  of  the  latter,  who  before 
the  knowledge  of  this  event,  was  hourly  expected  in  this  City.” 

289  Burr,  Aaron.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Washington,  March  5, 

1801.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

‘‘The  following  Nominations  have  this  day  been  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  approved  by  the  Senate 

James  Madison,  Sec.  of  State 

Dearborne  Sec.  of  War. 

Devi  Lincoln,  Atty  General 

Rob*  R.  Livingston,  Minisr  pleni.  to  France. 

The  Senate  has  adjourned  without  Day” 
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BURR  DEPRECATES  THE  POLITICAL  ABILITY  OF 
ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

290  Burr,  Aaron.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  New  York,  April  20, 
1801.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

A fine  political  letter  belittling  the  political  poiuer  of  Alex . 
Hamilton. 

“ You  Need  have  no  apprehension  of  the  efforts  of  General  Hamil- 
ton’s exertions  in  our  Approaching  election,  If  no  fraud  shall  be  prac- 
ticed, our  Assembly  ticket  in  this  City  will  be  carried  by  a Majority 
still  greater  than  that  of  the  last  year,  We  have  on  the  republican 
Side  in  this  town  at  least  a dozen  Men  superior  to  Gen1  H,  better  both 
in  public  debate  & in  active  powers  & exertions  in  a business  of  this 
kind,  the  only  difference  is  that  they  do  not  puff  themselves  in  the 
News-papers  & thus  you  at  a distance  do  not  hear  of  them,  but  mark 
the  effect”  &c 

291  Burr,  Aaron.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  New  York,  May  1,  1801. 
To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

“ The  result  of  our  Election,  which  was  closed  last  evening,  has  jus- 
tified my  Conjectures,  The  Votes  for  Governor  have  been  canvassed 
and  there  is  found  to  be  a Majority  for  Clinton  of  176,  Those  for  Mem- 
bers of  Assembly  have  not  yet  been  counted,  but  the  Republican  ticket 
will  undoubtedly  have  a Majority  of  more  than  one  thousand.  The 
qualification  to  Vote  for  Governor  is  a freehold  of  one  hutidred  pounds, 
every  person  who  is  an  inhabitant  and  pays  taxes  has  a right  to  Vote 
for  Members  of  Assembly;  hence  the  difference  in  the  two  results.  The 
Republicans  had  never  before  a Majority  of  the  freehold  Vote  in  the 
' City.  There  can  be  little  doubt  of  the  Election  of  Clinton” 

292  Burr,  Aaron.  A.  L.  S.  4 pages.  Albany,  Feb.  i6th, 
1801.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  add  1 ess. 

Thanking  him  for  the  pamphlet , “ Letters  of  Fabins." 

‘‘I  have  perused  the  ‘‘Letters  of  Fabius  ” with  all  the  pleasure 
which  a high  veneration  for  the  characters  and  talents  of  the  author 
had  led  me  to  expect,  and  I am  charmed  to  see  that  the  ardor  of  his 
patriotism  has  not  been  chilled  nor  the  Vigor  of  his  mind  diminished 
by  the  lapse  of  Years.” 

293  Burr,  Aaron  A.  L.  S.  4 pages.  Washington,  March 
10th,  1802.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

“You  will  see  from  the  pamphlet  here  with  enclosed,  that  we  are 
soon  to  have  a 17th  sister  State.  Both  houses  are  now  seriously  en- 
gaged in  public  business.” 

294  Burr,  Aaron.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to,  dated  from  New 

York  and  Washington,  between  March  17,  1801,  and  Oct. 
14,  [802.  All  to  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  addresses. 
Friendly  and  personal  letters.  5 pieces 
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295  Butler,  Richard.  Distinguished  Officer  in  the  Revolution 
and  Major  General  under  St.  Clair  in  his  expedition  against 
the  Indians,  where  he  was  killed  by  the  Indians.  D.  S.  folio. 
Aug.  !3»  *759-  Endorsed  on  the  back  by  Caesar  Rodney. 
Damaged. 

296  Caldwell,  Joseph.  Officer  in  the  Delaware  Militia  in  the 
Revolution.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Kent  County,  Dec.  28,  1777. 
To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

In  reference  to  the  affairs  of  his  Company  of  Militia. 

297  Cantwell,  Richard.  Commanded  the  New  Castle  Militia 

in  the  Revolution.  A.  L.  S.  folio,  1777,  and  A.  L.  S,  4to. 
Sept.  5,  1 777.  To  Caesar  Rodney.  2 pieces 

“ I am  free  and  willing  to  Do  any  Thing  in  My  power  to  assist  in 
Supporting  the  Independence  and  American  Cause.” 

298  Cincinnati.  Society  of  the.  A Contemporary  Copy  of 
the  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati 
held  at  Duck  Creek  Cross  Roads,  Dec.  27,  1790,  in  the 
hand  of  Edmund  Roche,  Secretary  of  the  Society,  2 pages, 
folio. 

In  reference  to  Col.  David  Half  who  had  been  prevented 
from  joining  the  Society  on  account  of  charges  against  him, 
submitted  to  Gen.  Greene  in  1782,  of  which  he  is  exhonerated 
by  the  Committee  at  this  meeting. 

299  Clarke,  John.  Patriot  and  Jurist  of  Kent  County,  Dela- 
ware. D.  S.  small  oblong  4to.  Dover,  Feb.  25,  1778. 
The  document  in  the  hand  of  Caesar  Rodney,  with  his  name 
in  the  body. 

A receipt  for  his  salary  as  Judge. 

300  Clinton,  George.  Brevet  Major-Gen.  in  the  Revolution. 
Member  of  the  Continental  Congress.  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States  and  First  Governor  of  New  York  State. 
A.  L.  S.  4to.  Albany,  March  to,  1804.  To  Caesar  Rod- 
ney, with  address.  Fine. 

He  decides  to  accept  the  office  of  Vice-President. 

“ I was  in  hopes  that  upon  my  relinquishment  of  the  Office  I now 
hold,  I would  have  been  permitted  to  pass  the  remainder  of  my  Life  in 
ease  and  retirement.  But  finding  this  to  be  inconsistant  with  the  wishes 
of  my  Friends  as  communicated  in  Your  Letter,  I shall  consider  it  a 
duty  to  yield  to  their  Opinion,  and  in  forming  this  determination,  the 
prospects  of  meeting  with  you  and  others  of  my  Friends  is  no  small 
inducement.” 
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301  Clinton,  George.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  New  York, 
Feb.  1,  1784  To  John  Taylor,  with  address. 

The  letter  Is  broken  in  the  folds  and  damaged  on  the  outer 
margin , destroying  a feiv  words  of  the  text.  It  is,  however, 
an  interesting  letter.  In  it  he  says : 

“I  promised  to  procure  for  his  Excellency  General  Washington 
some  of  our  best  Field  Peas,  for  sowing  in  Virginia  by  way  of  Experi- 
ment, and  also  some  of  our  small  White  Indian  Corn.  May  I ask  the 
Favour  of  you  to  procure  and  send  me  by  the  first  Sloop  in  the  Spring 
7 or  8 Bushels  of  each  and  also  some  of  your  Tryou  County  Squash 
seed  for  the  same  purpose.” 

302  Clowes.  John.  Distinguished  Officer  in  the  Delaware 
Militia  during  the  Revolution.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  August  23, 
1780,  and  April  22,  1781.  To  Caesar  Rodney.  2 pieees 
In  reference  to  the  Delaware  militia. 

303  Cocke,  Colin.  Lieutenant  in  the  Sixth  Virginia  Regi- 
ment. A.  D.  S.  oblong  4to. 

si  report  of  Trent  Town  Guard,  Feb.  qth,  7777. 

304  Collins,  Thomas  Brig. -Gen.  of  Delaware  Militia  in  the 
Revolution.  Governor  of  Delaware.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Cross 
Roads,  Sept.  6,  1777.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

In  reference  to  the  movements  of  Delaware  militia 

305  Collins,  Thomas.  A.  L S.  4to.  Oct.  4th,  1788.  To 
Thos.  Rodney. 

In  reference  to  the  expiration  of  Rodney' s Commission. 

306  Collins,  Thos,  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  folio  or  4to.  June 

4th,  1776  and  Sept.  4,  1777.  To  Genl.  Caesar  Rodney. 
All  relating  to  military  affairs  of  Delaware . 3 pieces 

307  Collins,  Thos  D.  S.  4to.  Feb.  3d  and  4th,  1779.  Also 

signed  by  Nicholas  Vandyke,  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  3 pieces 

Orders  on  the  loan  office  for  the  salaries  of  Caesar  Rodney, 
Samuel  McCall  and  French  Battell. 

308  Collins,  Thos.  A.  D.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Dover,  Dec.  20, 
1778.  Signed  also  by  Richard  Bassett,  Member  of  the 
Continental  Congress. 

An  order  on  the  loan  office  for  the  salary  of  Richard  Bassett. 

309  Collins,  Thos.  A Series  of  A.  D.  S.  or  D.  S.  small  4to, 

dated  in  1778  and  1779.  1 1 pieces 
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CONNECTICUT  CLAIMANTS  COMPLAIN  OF  THE' 
INJUSTICE  AND  CRUELTY  OF  THE  PENNSYL- 
VANIA COMMISSIONERS. 

310  Connecticut  Claimants  in  Pennsylvania.  The  original 
letter  from  a Committee  of  Connecticut  Claimants  to  Land 
in  Pennsylvania,  dated  Wyoming,  Oct.  5,  <784,  and  signed 
by  John  Franklin,  Ebenezer  Johnson,  and  Phineas  Burr,  ad- 
dressed to  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  Pennsylvania.  3 pages,  folio. 

This  highly  important  historical  document  is  the  outcome  of 
the  controversy  between  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  certain 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  who  settled  on  land 
which  had  been  ceded  to  Pennsylvania  by  Connecticut,  and 
who  objected  to  submitting  to  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
letter  is  of  course  one-sided,  but  it  is  an  interesting  exponent  of 
the  bitterness  of  the  contest. 

“ We  are  truly  sorry  that  the  good  Intentions  of  the  Honb!e  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State  in  a late  Resolve  Relative  to  the  Rein- 
vestment of  the  People  called  the  Connecticut  Claimants  is  in  all 
Probability  like  to  prove  Inaffectual  and  to  no  purpose,  and  also  that 
the  Gentlemen  Commissioners  who  were  sent  here  to  Investigate  mat- 
ters and  Reconcile  the  unhappy  Anemosities  which  subsisted  between 
the  New  England  and  Pennsylvania  parties,  were  conducted  in  the 
manner  they  were,  And  we  likewise  lament  that  your  Honble  Body 
were  So  unfortunate  as  to  appoint  John  Boyd  Esq.  and  Colo  John  Arm- 
strong Commissioners  who  had  antecedent  to  this  appointment  been 
here  and  used  the  People  called  the  Connecticut  Claimants  in  the 
most  Shameful  and  abusive  manner  possible,  the)'  Punished  the  Inno- 
cent and  let  the  guilty  of  with  Impunity,  Partiality  marked  their 
Vestigias  and  crowned  their  proceedings,  every  Impartial  Spectator 
Exclaimed  against  their  Cruel  and  unjust  Treatment  toward  the  New 
England  Settlers;  even  those  who  were  so  unhappy  as  to  accompany 
those  two  gentlemen  to  the  Banks  of  Susquehannah,  And  the  World 
even  upon  a bare  relation  of  their  conduct  stood  Agashed,  and  Thun- 
derstruck, But  Gentlemen  we  would  not  wish  to  dwell  long  upon  this 
first  Irregular  Step  of  their  Proceedings,  which  they  Call  a Conquest 
and  boast  of  their  Generalship  that  they  have  out  Generaled  the  Yank- 
eys  &c  but  come  to  facts  more  recent  which  hapned  at  the  time  of 
their  acting  in  the  HonWe  Sphere  of  Commissioners  at  this  Place.  The 
Second  Day  after  the  arrival  of  the  Commissioners  they  Desired  Some 
of  our  People  to  meet  them  at  MT  John  Holonback’s  Innkeeper,  accor- 
dingly a number  of  the  People  (called  the  Connecticut  Claimants) 
awaited  upon  them  to  know  their  Intention  and  the  business  and  im- 
port of  their  Mission,  and  When  we  met  these  Gentlemen  we  knew 
not  who  or  how  many  of  them  were  Commissioners,  and  the  Question 
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was  ask’d  Esqr  Boyd  whether  Col0  Armstrong  was  one  of  the  Coni" 
niissioners,  the  said  Colo  never  waited  for  Esq1'  Boyd  to  give  the  Solu- 
tion to  the  Question  asked,  but  spoke  in  a very  haughty  and  Insult- 
ing manner  and  Said,  yes  I am,  and  I will  make  you  know  it  too.  The 
Commissioner  likewise  informed  us  that  their  Business  was  entirely 
with  the  Connecticut  Claimants.  And  that  they  had  none  with  Pat- 
terson or  any  of  his  adherents.  Yet  notwithstanding  Appeared  to  Do 
all  their  Business  for  Several  Days  with  that  Enemy  of  all  good,  which 
so  Exasperated  the  Connecticut  People,  That  they  desired  a Remon- 
strance might  he  drew  against  John  Boyd  Esqr  and  Col°  John  Arm- 
strong, acting  in  the  Capacity  of  Commissioners,  for  they  were  per- 
suaded that  no  justice  Could  Possibly  be  Administered  by  men  who 
were  apparently  replete  with  Prepossession  and  Prejudice  against  those 
whom  they  Pretended  to  have  to  treat  with,  Accordingly  a Remon- 
strance was  drew  up  against  these  two  commissioners,  and  signed  by 
upwards  of  Eighty  Respectable  men  in  the  Settlement,  but  the  Gen- 
tleman Commissioner  had  Absconded  before  we  had  time  to  convey 
the  same  to  James  Read,  and  John  Baklj'  Esqrs  to  whom  the  Remon- 
strance was  directed.  Tho  Antecently  to  their  Departure,  Patterson 
and  CoD  Armstrong  as  it  is  believed  made  a false  alarm,  and  had  a 
party  of  their  men  on  the  night  of  the  26th  Inst  to  Attack  the  Garri- 
son, and  several  of  the  Neighbouring  houses  in  a most  violent  manner 
firing  into  the  Rooms  of  the  house  where  People  were  lying  in  bed, 
and  alarmed  the  whole  Settlement,  and  then  most  Feloneously  said 
the  Yankees  attempted  to  take  the  Fort  by  Storm,  and  that  tliej'  had 
done  all  that  mischief  to  the  Inhabitants,  which  so  Intimidated  the 
the  Commissioners  that  they  looked  upon  it  Dangerous  for  them  to 
tarry  any  longer  in  the  Settlement.  This  Insurrection  of  their  own 
Party  was  done  to  frustrate  the  good  Intentions  of  Government,  and 
excited  the  Connecticut  People  to  repair  to  Arms  in  Defence  of  their 
lives  and  Property.  This  together  with  the  Insults  and  Abuses  that 
the  Connecticut  party  are  Daily  recieving  being  confin’d  on  the 
Garrison  by  Patterson  and  his  party,  without  Law  or  Justice,  and 
knowing  the  Garrison  to  be  a harbour  and  place  of  Rendezvous  for 
those  Torries  more  than  savages  who  have  sacraficed  hundreds  of  our 
Inhabitants  during  the  late  unhappy  war,  and  now  frequently  repairing 
to  the  Garrison  from  Niagara  and  elsewhere,  and  there  Protected 
and  harbour’d,  by  that  most  ungodly  Patterson  and  his  party.  So 
Exasperated  some  of  the  Connecticut  party,  that  on  the  night  of  the 
27th  inst.  a small  number  of  about  fifteen  only  of  those  who  had  been 
drove  to  almost  Desparation,  and  falsely  accused  of  making  the  alarm 
the  night  before,  attack’d  the  Fort  in  good  Earnest,  not  out  of  any 
Design  against  Government,  or  the  Laws  of  this  State,  but  in  support 
of  the  same,  and  in  order  to  relieve  one  of  the  Connecticut  party  who 
had  the  Day  before  been  confined  In  a guard  house  in  the  Garrison, 
by  Patterson  and  his  Officers  without  the  color  of  Law,  when  the 


105 

Connecticut  Claimants  in  Pennsylvania — ( Continued .) 

attack  was  made  they  told  the  People  in  the  Garrison  next  time  to 
make  si  false  alarm  and  then  lay  it  to  the  Yankeys,  having  previous 
to  the  attack  made  a Demand  of  the  Prisoner  as  well  as  of  a number 
of  Rifles  and  other  fire  arms  which  had  been  forceably  taken  from 
them  by  Patterson  and  his  Party  and  still  Detained  or  otherwise  a 
Surrender  of  the  Garrison. 

If  they  hat  Ransack’d  the  Regions  of  Darkness  and  consulted  all  the 
Infernal  powers  of  Hell,  they  could  not  have  fram’d  a greater  falsehood 
than  the  laying  that  first  Alarm  to  the  Connecticut  party,  but  Patter- 
son and  his  associates  are  so  hastie  and  Prolific  in  the  lying  way  that 
they  would  Deceive  the  very  Elect  if  it  were  Possible,  and  Overturn 
and  Subvert  the  Foundation  of  Government. 

We  do  most  solemnly  and  in  the  name  of  the  Great  Jehovah,  who 
is  the  searcher  of  hearts  say,  that  the  Connecticut  Party  (as  we  are 
call’d)  had  no  hand  in  the  first  alarm,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  Af- 
fair Directly  or  Iudireetly,  and  that  we  stand  ready  to  prove  our  Inno- 
cence, and  show  the  Impartial  World  the  abuse,  and  Insults  we  have 
received  from  Patterson  and  those  call’d  the  Pennsylvanian  Party, 
the  Injustice,  Rapine,  Plunder  and  Murder  together  with  every  species 
of  cruelty  &c 

The  report  is  that  the  Commissioners  said  their  Mission  was  to  find 
out  the  objects  of  charity,  and  then  make  them  Liberal  Donations. 

It  is  Protection  and  the  Benefit  of  Law  we  have  been  long  asking 
for,  The  Restoration  of  our  Property  and  our  just  Right  is  what  we 
have  been  Pleading  for.  It  is  our  most  Irrevocable  Priviledge  we  are 
contending  for,  and  not  for  Charitable  Donations. 

Our  Petitions,  Remembrances  and  Addresses  have  been  repeated  to 
your  HonWe  Body,  and  the  House  of  Assembly,  untill  our  Patience 
is  worn  out,  and  no  relief  is  granted  us.  We  have  asked  for  Justice 
and  we  Declare  to  God  Who  knows  our  hearts,  that  Justice  is  all  we 
wish  for  our  Prayers  and  Intreaties  appear  fiuantly  to  be  Rejected  and 
Contemn’d.  And  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  no  good 
Design’d  for  us  from  this  State. 

Wishing  your  Honble  Body  to  be  under  the  Guidance  and  Benedic- 
tion of  Almighty  God  we  say  Amen.” 

31 1 Conway,  Henry  S.  Field  Marshal.  An  English  Gene- 
ral who  made  a motion  in  Parliament  to  terminate  hostilities 
against  the  United  States.  A contemporary  copy  of  his 
letter,  dated  St.  James,  Oct.  24,  1765. 

This  is  a copy  of  his  famous  letttr  in  reference  to  the  dis- 
turbances in  the  American  colonies  on  account  of  the  Stamp 
Act.  This  letter  zvas  probably  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 
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312  Coxe,  Tench.  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress  and 
Political  Economist.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Philadelphia,  Jan.  5, 
1804.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

In  reference  to  a tract  of  land,  he  owned  in  the  Mississippi 
territory. 

313  Coxe,  Tench.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Philadelphia,  Jan.  19, 
1804.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

In  rcterence  to  the  troubles  attending  the  cession  of  Louisiana. 

“The  New  Orleans  Business  has  issued  well,  Tho'  the  strong  fed18 
hope  a quarrel  with  France  & Spain  yet,  about  the  country  between 
the  Iberville  & Perdido.  I understand  from  good  authority  on  the 
side  opposed  to  us,  that  France  & Spain  were  at  variance  on  that 
point  soon  after  the  Cession,  and  that  pieces  exist  which  would  greatly 
serve  us , if  they  could  be  got  at." 

The  federal  people  evidence  very  serious  feelings  on  the  subject  of 
Judiciary  matters.  The  impeachments  & Censures  in  Congress  and 
our  State  Legislature,  & our  Law  with  respect  to  J ustices  lately  passed, 
with  that  called  the  Adjustment  bill  here,  the  enacting  of  which  is 
expected,  have  produced  greater  appearances  of  alarm,  than  I have 
seen  before  among  them.  The  machinery  of  our  courts,  & law  offices 
public  and  private  is  complex,  and  imperfectly  understood  by  all  but 
Lawyers.  So  far  therefore  as  wrougly  constructed,  or  imperfect  to  its 
ends,’’  &c. 

314  Coxe,  Tench.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to.  Philadelphia, 
June  14,  1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

An  interesting  review  of  the  book  lately  published  under  the 
title  “ War  in  Disguise." 

315  Coxe,  Tench  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  gto,  dated  between 

1808  and  1823,  to  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  and  the  concluding 
portion  of  an  A.  L.  S.  (with  initials),  folio.  6 pieces 

An  interesting  series  of  letters,  mostly  on  political  and  eco- 
nomical affairs  of  the  United  States. 

316  Craghead,  George.  Colonel  in  the  Delaware  Milita  dur- 
ing the  Revolution.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Xteen  Hundred,  June 
: 7,  1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

317  Craghead,  George.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  folio,  dating 

from  July  6,  1779,  to  Feb.  21,  1780,  all  to  Caesar  Rodney, 
and  A.  D.  S.  folio,  May  31,  1779.  7 pieces 

All  relating  to  the  military  affairs  of  Delaware. 

318  Dayton,  Jonathan.  Officer  in  the  Revolution.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Constitutional  Convention.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Rich- 
mond, July  16,  1807.  To  C.  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 
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Having  been  arrested  for  complicity  in  the  Burr  Conspiracy , 
he  asks  the  Attorneys  General  to  unite  to  Mr.  Hays  that  there 
is  no  objection  to  him  being  admitted  to  bail. 

319  David,  Jonathan.  Early  Philadelphia  Silversmith. 
A.  L.  S.  4to.  Philadelphia,  Jan.  1,  1770.  To  Caesar  Rod- 
ney, with  address. 

In  reference  to  sauce  boats  made  for  Mr.  Rodney. 

320  Dearborn,  Henry.  A Distinguished  Officer  in  the  Revo- 
lution. Served  at  Bunker  Hill.  Distinguised  at  Monmouth. 
With  Arnold  in  the  Expedition  against  Quebec.  Secretary 
of  War.  Major-General  in  the  War  of  1812.  A.  L.  S.  4to 
Washington,  Aug.  5,  1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with 
frank' ed  address. 

An  echo  of  the  Burr  Conspiracy. 

321  Dearborn,  Henry.  L.  S.  4to.  June  1 3,  1806,  and  March 

11,  1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney.  2 pieces 

DECATUR  INVITED  TO  JOIN  BURR’S  EXPEDITION 

INTO  MEXICO. 

322  Decatur,  Stephen.  Commodore  in  the  U.  S.  Navy.  Dis- 
tinguished for  his  action  at  Tripoli.  Commanded  the  frigate 
“United  States”  when  she  captured  the  “Macedonian.” 
Killed  by  Commodore  Barron  in  a Duel.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages, 
4to.  Norfolk,  May  22,  1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with 
address. 

In  reference  to  the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr. 

“I  have  recieved  your  friendly  letter  of  the  8tb  informing  me  that 
you  had  directed  the  district  Attorney  of  Virginia,  to  summon  me  to 
attend  at  Richmond  for  the  purpose  af  giving  testimony  on  the  charges 
against  Con1  Burr.”  He  then  states  what  he  knows  of  the  conspiracy 
as  follows  : “ Sometime  in  Dec1'  1805  Coln  Burr  stated  to  me  in  confi- 
dence, that  he  intended  an  expedition  against  Mexico,  that  the  people 
of  that  Country  were  ripe  for  revolt,  & only  wanted  a rallying  point 
to  enable  them  to  shake  off  their  subjection  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, that  he  could  procure  as  many  men  as  wou’d  be  necessary  to 
ensure  the  success  of  the  expedition,  that  his  funds  w'ere  sufficient,  & 
that  he  only  wanted  officers  that  he  could  rely  upon,  & proposed  to 
me  to  join  him,  he  further  stated  that  the  administration  were  ac- 
quainted with  his  views.  As  I did  not  think  proper  to  join  him,  he 
never  had  any  communication  with  me  on  the  subject  after.” 

323  Dickinson,  John.  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress 
and  of  the  Stamp  Act  Congress  of  1765.  Author  of  “Far- 
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mer’s  Letters.”  President  of  Delaware,  and  one  of  the  most 
Influential  Patriots  of  his  time.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dec.  21,1777. 
To  Major-Gen.  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address,  and  with  auto- 
graph note,  signed  by  Caesar  Rodney  on  the  back  in  refer- 
ence to  the  letter. 

A n interesting  letter , pleading  until  Genl.  Rodney  to  grant 
a passport,  to  the  bearer  and  liis  companions  to  go  back  to 
Philadelphia  ninth  their  boat  and  provisions.  This  the  General 
refuses  under  the  conditions  in  the  note  he  has  written  on  the 
back , viz. : 

“ Dovr  Decr  2 1,  1777  As  I cannot  be  Supposed  to  have  so  general  a 
View  of  Matters  as  to  Tustifie  the  Granting  a passport  in  this  Case, 
must  Decline  it.  Therefore  would  recommend  an  Application  to  be 
made  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  Whose  advice  and  Dis- 
cretion I shall  strictly  Observe,  Caesar  Rodney,  M.  general.” 

DICKINSON  ON  THE  CONFEDERATION. 

324  Dickinson,  John.  A.  I.,,  S.  3 pages,  folio.  Philadelphia, 
May  10,  1779.  (To  Caesar  Rodney.) 

An  important  historical  letter,  mentioning  the  embarkation 
of  English  troops  from  New  York , probably  destined  for  Middle 
or  Southern  States.  He  also  mentions  the  debates  in  Congress 
on  the  Confederacy  as  follows  : 

“ I wish  to  receive  the  sense  of  yourself  and  as  many  of  the  legis- 
lative Council  and  Assembly,  as  can  be  conveniently  collected,  as  soon 
as  possible,  on  a general  Question,  which  may  be  of  eminent  use  to 
my  Collegues  & Myself  in  regulating  our  future  Conduct.  We  have 
most  momentous  Business  to  transact.  It  may  happen  in  managing 
the  Affairs  of  so  extensive  a Confederacy,  that  particular  States  may 
be  more  interested  in  certain  points  than  other  States,  or  than  the 
Confederacy  in  general. 

My  Opinion  is  clear,  that  the  Interests  of  each  State  bring  objects 
comprehended  within  the  Confederation,  are  to  be  regarded  as  the 
Interests  of  the  whole,  & as  such  to  be  contended  for  and  defended. 
Interests  of  this  kind,  Difficulties,  I apprehend,  will  not  arise,  but  on 
Interests  beyond  these  Limits  they  may.  On  these  my  opinion  is  also 
clear,  that  as  a Delegate  I am  bound  to  prefer  the  general  Interests  of 
the  Confederacy  to  the  partial  Interests  of  Constituent  Members,  how 
many  soever  they  be,  & however  respectable  and  meritorious  ; and 
further  that  if  such  a Competition  should  arise,  it  is  my  Duty  to  pre- 
fer the  particular  Interests  of  that  State  that  honours  me  with  her 
Confidence  & invests  me  with  a share  of  her  power,  to  the  particular 
Interests  of  any  other  State  on  this  Continent. 

I cannot  be  more  particular  on  these  very  important  Considerations, 
not  being  at  Liberty  to  disclose  the  subject  of  Debate  to  which  they 
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may  refer.  But  obviously  Just  as  my  Determination  seems  to  myself 
on  the  most  mature  Deliberation  to  be,  yet  so  strangely  crooked  do 
the  plain  line  of  sound  Policy  appear  by  passing  thro’  some  mediums, 
that  I should  receive  great  satisfaction  in  finding  myself  fortified  in 
the  Resolutions  that  will  actuate  my  Conduct,  by  knowing  that  the 
sentiments  leading  Me  to  those  Resolutions  are  approved  by  my 
Country,”  &c. 

DICKINSON  ON  THE  VICTORY  AT  CHARLES- 
TOWN. S.  C. 

325  Dickinson,  John  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to.  Philadelphia, 
June  10,  1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

“ I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you.  that  the  News  of  our  success  in 
South  Carolina  is  so  far  confirmed,  tho’  we  have  not  Yet  received  any 
Express,  as  to  put  the  truth  of  it  beyond  all  doubt.  The  Enemy  at- 
tack’d our  Lines  at  Charlestown,  and  were  bravely  repulsed,  They 
attacked  a second  time,  & while  the  Action  was  well  maintained  on 
both  sides,  a Column  of  Lincoln’s  Army  appeared  in  the  Rear  of  the 
Enemy,  & immediately  falling  upon  them  put  them  to  a total  Rout, 
with  a very  great  loss  of  killed  & taken  on  the  spot,  and  then  pursued 
them  as  they  were  scattered  in  small  parties  to  make  their  Escape, 
which  perhaps  is  the  Reason,  that  we  have  not  yet  had  an  Express 
from  him.  It  is  said,  the  Enemy’s  Numbers  were  4000  British,  & 
3000  Tories,  the  latter  of  which  made  little  or  no  Resistance,”  etc. 

326  Dickinson,  John.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Philadelphia,  July  16, 
1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

327  Dickinson,  John.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Philadelphia,  July  2 2d, 
1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

328  Dickinson,  John.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Philadelphia, 
Sept.  8,  1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

A fine  letter  informing  of  the  alliance  of  France  and  Spain 
for  our  assistance. 

‘ ‘ Monsieur  Gerard  yesterday  communicated  to  Congress  a Letter  to 
him  dated  the  29th  of  Junelast  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  Minister 
of  France  for  foreign  Affairs,  informing  ‘ that  in  consequence  of  the 
decided  part  Spain  had  taken,  the  Forces  of  that  Kingdom  & of 
France  are  in  Motion  to  effect  a Junction,  in  order  to  direct  their 
united  Efforts  against  the  Common  Enemy,  that  Great  Britain  unwil- 
ling to  renounce  America,  meditates  the  deluding  her  by  sending  over 
two  Emissaries  to  offer  a Truce  & the  drawing  away  the  British  Forces, 
on  condition  that  these  State  shall  break  their  alliance  with  France 
& enter  into  a Treaty  with  her,  On  which  Point  the  count  makes  such 
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observations  as  are  commonly  made  among  us  on  the  supposition  of 
such  a project  being  really  designed  by  Great  Britain.’ 

I think  the  Count  does  not  speak  positively  of  this  Measure  being 
adopted  bv  the  Enemy.  His  Expressions  are  unusually  vague,  & per- 
haps it  is  only  a political  touch  on  an  important  String,  to  try  the 
Tone  of  America,  after  the  accession  of  Spain  to  the  War.  If  he 
doubts  our  Temper,  his  apprehensions  will  soon  be  satisfactorily 
removed.” 

329  Dickinson,  John.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to.  Philadelphia, 
Sept.  25th,  1779  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

An  important  letter  on  the  arrival  of  D’ Estaing' s fleet. 

“ I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  President  of  Congress, 
this  moment  call’d  upon  me,  to  inform  me,  that  he  has  received 
advice,  that  the  Count  D’Estaing  with  a formidable  Fleet  has  arrived 
at  Georgia,  with  a very  considerable  Body  of  Troops  on  Board.  One 
of  the  principal  Officers  lauded  in  South  Carolina,  held  a Council  of 
War  there,  in  which  the  Plan  of  Operations  was  settled,  and  then 
returned  to  the  Count,  and,  if  no  Blunder  is  committed,  the  Event 
will  be  what  we  wish  it  to  be. 

The  Enemy  is  fortifying  New  York  incessantly.  They  have  done  a 
great  Deal,  but  still  are  not  contented,  our  Intelligence  is  well  authen- 
ticated that  they  meditated  an  Embarkation  of  several  thousand  men. 
The  Count’s  arrival  in  all  probability  will  put  a stop  to  it,  unless  they 
slip  out  to  the  West  Indies,  while  he  is  ap  — proach — ing,  which  is  not 
unlikely.”  He  then  mentions  General  Sullivan's  success  over  the 
Indians  on  the  frontiers. 

330  Dickinson,  John.  A series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to  or  folio,  all 

dated  at  Philadelphia,  1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with 
address.  3 pieces 

331  Dickinson,  John.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Various 
dates.  To  Th  os.  Rodney,  Caesar  A.  Rodney  and  others. 

5 pieces 

332  Dickinson,  John.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Various  dates. 
Damaged.  3 pieces.  And  A.  D.  S.  small  8vo.  4 pieces 

333  Dickinson,  John.  A Manuscript  Poem  in  the  hand  of 
Thos.  Rodney,  on  John  Dickinson.  8vo.  A Scorching 
Epitaph. 

” Dickinson  once  thought  a glorious  name 
High  raised  on  expanding  wings  of  Fame 
Verging  Too  near  the  sun  enlightened  Sky 
Scorch’d  his  proud  Feathers  and  no  more  could  fly 
But  suddenly  dropt  down  and  Tumbling  fell 
To  the  low  abess  of  political  hell. 


1 1 1 


Dickinson,  John — ( Continued .) 

Betray’d  the  flock  which  he  had  vainly  led 
Deserted,  and  his  bleeding  Country  fled 
Then  for  the  sake  of  Lucre  and  of  Pelf 
Turn’d  miser  and  became  a piteous  Elf 
Defrauded  the  Widow,  Made  the  orphan  poor 
And  spurn’d  Insulted  Charity  from  his  door 
Thus  from  the  Worthies  of  immortal  Fame 
The  Man  blots  out  his  Opprobious  name, 

And  turns  it  down  with  infamy  and  shame” 

334  Dickinson,  Philemon.  Distinguished  Militia  General, 

who  commanded  the  Militia  at  Monmouth,  Member  of  the 
Continental  Congress.  A.  L.  S 4to.  Philadelphia,  Sept, 
i i,  1764.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

335  Dickinson,  Philemon.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Jan.  27,  1778. 

To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

336  Elliott,  Jesse  Duncan.  Commodore  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

Distinguished  in  the  Battle  of  Lake  Erie,  where  he  Com- 
manded “ The  Niagara.”  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to,  dated 
Norfolk,  June  14,  1821,  Washington,  Oct  27,  1821,  and 
two  undated.  All  to  Caesar  A.  Rodney.  4 pieces 

An  exceedingly  interesting  series  of  letters , all  relating  to 
the  Trial  of  Commodore  James  Barron  and  his  duel  with  Com 
Decatur,  whose  character  and  cause  ( Barron’s ) he  defends  with 
avidity,  and  for  whom  he  expresses  the  greatest  friendship.  In  one 
of  the  letters  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  standing  of  Barron 
with  the  officers  in  the  Navy  of  the  highest  rank,  he  says  : 

“Surely  such  men  as  Hull,  Macdonough  and  Morris,  should  have 
greater  weight  with  the  nation  than  Rodger  & Bainbridge ; the  former 
have  unhesitatingly  expressed  their  good  wishes  and  the  last  of  the 
latter  did  to  me  previous  to  the  unfortunate  meeting  with  Decatur 
& Barron  * * * Porter  stated  to  him  in  my  presence  and  that  of 

Docr  Hale  of  Baltimore  that  in  his,  B’s  account  he  did  not  regret  wha^ 
had  occurred  in  the  contest  with  D.  on  the  field.” 

337  Elliott,  Jesse  Duncan  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Norfolk, 
Dec.  17,  1823,  and  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to,  Norfolk,  Feb.  13, 
1823.  To  Caesar  A Rodney,  with  addresses.  2 pieces 
In  reference  to  Rodney' s Mission  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

338  Elliott,  Jesse  Duncan.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  U.  S.  Ship  " Cyanne,” 
Dec.  24,  1825.  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address.  Fine. 

339  Fisher,  Miers.  A Revolutionary  Patriot.  A Senes  of 
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A.  L.  S.  4to,  dated  Philadelphia,  Sept.  4 and  24,  1770,  and 
Aug.  6,  1774.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  addresses.  3 pieces 

*•  I have  a house  for  thy  Reception  when  thou  comes.  My  love  to 
all  Friends  (of  Liberty)  so  no  more  at  present.” 

340  Flower,  Benjamin.  Celebrated  Colonel  in  the  Conti- 
nental Arm)r.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio.  Philadelphia,  Nov. 
26,  1779.  To  Jos.  Reed,  President  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
address. 

A fine  patriotic  letter  praying  President  Reed  to  place  his 
Regiment  of  Artillery  and  Artificers  in  active  service  ivith  the 
Continental  Army . 

“ The  part  of  my  Reg1  enumerated  in  the  Rolls  produced,  were  all 
raised  in  this  State,  near  three  years  ago,  by  order  of  his  Excellency 
General  Washington.” 

34!  Frigate  Congress.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to  of  Capt. 
Wm.  M.  Armstrong,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy.  All  dated  on 
board  the  U.  S.  S.  ship  Congress,  1823.  5 pieces.  And 

A.  L.  S.  of  Allen  Griffin  and  Jno.  Marston.  Dated  on 
board  ‘‘The  Congress,”  1823.  2 pieces.  All  to  Caesar 

A.  Rodney.  Together  7 pieces 

All  relating  to  Rodney' s mission  to  Buenas  Ayres. 

342  Garrigues,  J.  Officer  in  the  Revolution.  Copies  of  let- 
ters, in  his  hand,  from  Genl.  Benedict  Arnold  and  Genl. 
Thos.  Mifflin,  dated  Trenton,  Jan.  14,  (777. 

These  are  copies  of  important  military  letters  which  ivere 
copied  by  order  of  Gen.  Mifflin  by  J.  Garrigues  at  the  time, 
and  they  carry  information  that  the  Enemy  was  moving  on 
Princeton  for  the  purpose  of  draining  Genl.  Washington  from 
his  strong;  Post  to  action. 

343  Gates,  Horatio.  Major-Gen.  in  the  Revolution.  De- 
feated Gen.  Bourgoyne  at  Saratoga.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  New 
York,  June  17,  1805.  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 
Fine . 

Wants  to  know  what  relation  Rodney  bears  to  Admiral 
Lord  Rodney. 

344  George  the  Third’s  Speech  at  the  opening  of  Parliament, 
informing  that  body  that  he  had  acknowledged  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  American  Colonies.  16  pages,  folio. 

This  is  an  official  copy  of  George  Ill's  speech  at  the  opening 
of  Parliament  on  the  conclusion  of  the  war  with  America.  It 
is,  of  course,  contemporary,  as  it  came  from  the  political  paper 
of  the  Marquis  of  CaermatJien,  Duke  of  Leeds.  I quote  a 
part  of  it  to  show  the  hypocrisy  of  the  old  brute . 


George  the  Third’s  Speech — ( Continued .) 

“ I lost  no  time  in  giving  the  necessary  Orders  to  prohibit  the  fur- 
ther Prosecution  of  Offensive  War  upon  the  Continent  of  North 
America.  * * * I did  not  hesitate  to  go  the  full  Length  of  the 

Powers  vested  in  me  and  offer’d  to  declare  them  Free  & Independent 
States,  by  an  article  to  be  inserted  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  * * * In 
thus  admitting  their  Separation  from  the  Crown  of  these  Kingdoms, 
I have  sacrificed  every  consideration  of  my  own,  to  the  wishes  & 
opinions  of  my  People.”  How  is  that  for  the  old  liar.  He's  worse 
than  Tom  Pepper , who  was  kicked  out  of  hell  for  lying. 

345  Gist,  Mordecai.  Brig. -Gen.  in  the  Revolution.  Served 
at  Germantown.  Bore  the  Brunt  of  the  Disastrous  Battle 
of  Camden.  Present  at  the  Surrender  of  Cornwallis.  A.  L S. 
folio.  Camp  at  Sassafras,  Sept.  2,  1777.  To  Gen  Caesar 
Rodney,  with  address. 

A fine  military  letter.  Slightly  damaged. 

346  Goldsborough,  Charles  W.  Governor  of  Maryland 
A L.  S.  4to.  Jan.  30,  1822.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

347  Greene,  Nathanael.  Major-General  in  the  Revolution. 
The  Officer  Washington  most  relied  upon.  L.  S.  4to.  Phila- 
delphia, Jan.  5th,  1779.  To  Ephraim  Blaine. 

A letter  as  Quarter-Master  General  relating  to  securing 
vessels  to  carry  rice  from  South  Carolina  for  the  use  of  the 
army. 

348  Greene,  Nathanael.  L S.  2 pages,  folio.  Camp,  April 
30th,  1779.  To  Nehemiah  Hubbard,  with  address. 

fn  reference  to  cash  for  the  army  and  tents  and  horses  for 
Genl.  Putnam. 

11  You  will  forward  the  Tents  without  delaj'  and  furnish  such  and  as 
many  Horses  as  may  be  wanted,  to  put  General  Putnam’s  Troops  in  a 
Condition  to  move.  This  also  will  require  to  be  done  very  speedily.” 

349  Greene,  Nathanael.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to.  Camp  Pri- 
caness,  July  17,  1780.  To  Colonel  Peabody,  with  address. 
Fine. 

In  reference  to  the  slate  of  the  Quarter  Master's  Depart- 
ment, which  he  thinks  is  in  very  good  shape. 

350  Greene,  Nathanael.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Head 
Quarters,  Jan.  2d,  1781  (should  be  1782).  To  Lieut.  Col. 
Lee,  with  address. 

11  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  was  within  one  vote  of  being  elected  Gov- 
ernor. * * * Is  there  no  mode  to  take  in  the  british  cavalry.  To 

draw  them  into  an  Ambush  is  an  object  worth  attempting  and  I think 


Greene,  Nathanael — ( Continued. ) 

it  may  be  effected  by  pushing  some  of  the  most  fleet  of  your  horse  to 
appear  near  the  enemies  lines  and  insult  them  for  several  days  and 
run  off  when  they  pursue;  and  then  fix  a good  body  of  horse  at  some 
distance  to  recieve  the  enemy  in  one  of  their  pursuits,  which  will  be 
more  violent  and  unguarded  from  being  repeated  two  or  three  times.” 

351  Hall,  David.  Lieutenant  in  the  Delaware  militia  during 

the  Revolution.  Chief  Justice  of  Delaware.  A series  of 
A.  L.  S.  4to  or  folio,  dating  from  April  9,  1776,10  Feb.  27, 
1781.  Mostly  to  Gen.  Caesar  Rodney.  14  pieces 

All  relating  to  the  Delaware  bat  tall  ions  of  militia.  An  in- 
teresting lot. 

352  Hall,  David  A series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to  or  folio,  dating 

f.iom  Sept.  5th,  1801,  to  Feb.  19,  1810.  All  to  Caesar  A. 
Rodney,  with  addresses.  1 5 pieces 

Containing  much  political  information. 

353  Hall,  David.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Dover,  Jan.  23. 
1814.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

Mentions  that  New  Orleans  was  delivered  to  the  United 
States , as  announced  by  Gen.  Claiborne' s proclamation. 

354  Hamilton,  Alex  Military  Secretary  to  Gen.  Washington. 
Killed  in  a duel  by  Aaron  Burr.  L.  S.  folio.  War  Depart- 
ment, Sept.  18,  1794.  To  Governor  Mifflin,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, with  address. 

In  reference  to  the  movement  of  troops  during  the  Whisky 
Ins  ip  r action  in  Pennsylvania. 

“ I have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  a detachment  of 
the  Troops  of  the  United  States  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Daniel 
Bissell  is  to  march  from  this  city  as  au  escort  to  a train  of  Artillery 
and  Military  Stores,  intended  for  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  Militia 
called  out  against  the  Western  Insurgents.  This  detachment  will 
march  through  Lancaster  and  York  Town  and  from  thence  to  Wil- 
liamsport in  Maryland.  I have  to  request  that  your  Excellency  would 
be  pleased  to  give  instructions  to  the  commanding  Officers  of  the 
Militia  at  York  to  furnish  a reenforcetnent  from  his  Militia  to  the  said 
escort  if  Lieut.  Bissell  should  think  it  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
his  important  charge.” 

355  Hamilton,  Alex  D.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Sept.  29,  1788. 
Signed  also  by  Nicholas  Low  and  Daniel  Ludlow. 

A power  of  attorney  to  Robert  Gilmore , of  Baltimore,  given 
as  attorneys  and  assignees  of  Isiael  Moses , Samuel  Muts 
and  Moses  Myers. 
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356  Hamilton,  Alex.  L.  S.  410.  Treasury  Department, 
Dec.  20,  1790.  To  Thomas  Rodney,  with  franked  address. 

In  reference  to  settling  the  accounts  of  Caesar  Rodney  with 
the  United  States. 

HAZLET  ACCEFTS  THE  COMMISSION  OF 
COLONEL. 

35 7 Haslet,  John.  The  Brave  and  Celebrated  Colonel  of 
the  Delaware  Battalion,  who  fell  at  the  Battle  of  Princeton. 
A.  L.  S.  folio.  Kent,  Dec.  24,  1775.  To  Bg.-Gen.  Rod- 
ney, with  address. 

A beautiful  patriotic  letter  accepting  the  Commission  of 
Colonel  as  offered  by  Congress.  The  letter  breathes  such  a 
true  spirit  of  patriotism  that  I copy  it  in  full. 

“ By  means  of  Mr.  Shee.  I am  favored  with  a Message  from  you, 
to  know,  whether  a Colonels  Commission  in  Continental  Battalion,  to 
be  raised  immediately,  wou’d  be  Acceptable  to  me,  I am  much  ob- 
liged by  the  Honor  of  the  Proposal,  and  the  Friendship  expressed  in 
it,  were  I to  consult  my  private  Interest,  or  Domestic  satisfaction,  I 
shou’d  be  induced  to  refuse,  but,  Sir,  I have  for  some  time  past  thought 
it  my  Principal  Business  to  support  the  Present  Virtuous  Opposition, 
& think  every  Wise  & Good  American  must  Sooner  or  later  Second 
the  Generous  Struggle.  In  this  View  of  the  Matter,  it  wou'd  be  In- 
famy to  refuse,  & rather  than  Virtue  to  Accept.  I feel  no  uneasiness 
in  being  thus  Explicit,  but  what  arises  from  a Consiousness  of  being 
the  equal  to  the  Task,  & the  Apprehension  of  bringing  Unmerited 
Censure  on  the  Undeserved  Friendship,  which  has  dictated  the  Offer. 
However,  if  the;  Congress  desire  it,  I (who  looks  on  their 
Resolves  as  the  Political  Bible  of  Liberty,  & America)  will 
consider  their  Appoinsment,  as  the  Voice  of  Heaven,  (of  the 
People  it  most  certainly  will  be)  & strain  every  Nerve  to 
prove  the  Confidence  of  my  Friends  has  not  been  Misplaced,  As 
the  Business  has  Originated  from  you.  Please  to  Accept  my  Mosty 
Hearty  thanks  for  Your  Goodness  to  me” 

Poor  Haslett.  He  gave  up  his  young  life  for  the  cause , he 
and  Mercer  both  fell  on  the  same  field . The  letter  has  attached 
to  it  a piece  of  silver  lace  taken  from  the  body  of  Colonel  Has- 
let when  he  fell  at  Princeton , pitreed  through  the  forehead  bv 
a musket  ball  while  leading  his  men. 

3^8  Haslet,  John.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Cantwell’s  Bridge,  May  7, 
1776.  To  Brig.  Genl.  Rodney,  with  address. 

A fine  historical  letter , in  reference  to  the  movements  of  the 
British  fleet  on  the  Delaware  River.  Mentions  the  ” Roe-Buck ” 
being  fast  on  the  Thoroughfare  Shoals. 


359  Haslet,  John.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio,  Dover,  May  13,. 
1776.  To  Brig.  Genl.  Rodney,  with  address.  Damaged 
by  rats  on  the  upper  margin,  destroying  the  half  of  one  line 
of  the  text. 

An  important  letter , objecting  to  the  decision  of  Congress  to 
exchange  Capt.  Bud  den  of  the  "Roe-Buck.”  He  considers  it 
ill  advised  and  dangerous,  as  Budden  is  to  well  acquainted 
with  the  'weakness  of  the  defence  of  certain  portions  of  Dela- 
ware, and  he  asks  a reconsideration  of  the  matter . 

360  Haslet,  John.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Longfield,  June  5 , 
1776.  To  Brig.  Gen.  Rodney,  with  address. 

A vigorous  letter  on  the  disaffection  among  the  people  of 
Delaware , of  which  he  says  : 

“Jos.  Oliver  one  of  our  Committee  brought  down  lately  certain 
Printed  Petitions  from  Philadelphia  against  Independence  as  it  is  said, 
which  have  been  handed  About  with  great  assiduity  by  others  of  the 
Committee,  at  the  Mispilion  Muster  last  Saturday  these  Papers  were 
produced,  Squier  Clark  with  others  clamorous  for  them,  a Scene  of 
Confusion  ensued,  some  wou'd  muster  not  at  all,  others,  once  a fort- 
night, & they  broke  up  in  Disorder.  I have  by  the  Express,  who 
brought  the  Inclosed  Letter  from  Col.  Hall  & Major  McDonough, 
wrote  the  Latter  Orders  to  Secure  all  the  Ammunition  & Arms  at 
Lewes.  & put  himself  in  the  Best  posture  of  Defence,  to  call  in  the 
Guard  from  the  false  Cape  ; and  if  the  Matter  assumes  a Still  more 
Serious  Appearance,  to  seize  the  most  Suspected  of  the  Ring  Leaders 
as  Hostages  for  the  Good  Behavior  of  their  Dependants.  I have 
recommended  to  the  Major  to  pay  much  regard  to  the  Opinion  of  Col. 
Hall  & Mr  Fisher,  & to  conduct  the  whole  Business  in  a Manner  as 
little  Offensive  to  the  Inhabitants  as  possible.  Arnolds  House,  it 
seems  was  burnt  by  Accident,  which  is  made  a Complaint  against  the 
Soldiery.  I can’t  help  thinking,  Tho’  very  probably  mistaken,  Some- 
thing of  Vigorous  Exertions  necessary  in  both  Counties.  A Word 
however  to  the  Wise,  & yr  Consummate  Acquaintance  in  Both  renders 
it  needless  to  say  more,  the  Source  of  Corruption  & Direction  is  at 
Dover,  an  Hint  from  thence,  pervades  the  Lower  Part  of  the  County 
in  a trice.  Clarke,  Sworden,  Beauchamp,  Cullen  &c  tis’  said,  keep 
up  the  Circulation,  and  all  the  Dirty  .September  Machinery  of  Church 
& Presbyterian  is  hackneyed  thro’  the  Hundred  & thickens  as  it 
goes,”  &c. 

361  Haslet,  John.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Lewes,  July  6,  1 776. 
To  Brig.- Gen.  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

After  giving  information  as  to  a correspondence  carried  on 
with  Lord  Dunmore  by  the  disaffected,  and  the  means  taken 
to  put  a stop  to  it,  he  has  this  to  say  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. 


Haslet,  John — ( Continued. ) 

“I  congratulate  you,  Sir,  on  the  Important  Day,  which  restores  to 
Every  American  his  Birthright  : a Day  which  Every  Freeman  will 
record  with  Gratitude,  & the  Millions  of  Posterity  read  with  Rapture. 
Ens.  Wilson  Arrived  here  last  night,  a fine  Turtle  Feast  at  Dover  an- 
ticipated & Announced  the  Declaration  of  Congress.  Even  the  Bar- 
rister himself  laid  aside  his  Airs  of  Reserve,  mighty  happy.  ” 

AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 

362  Haslet,  John.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Camp  at  New  York, 
Aug.  31,  1776.  To  Brig.-Gen.  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

“We  went  over  to  Dong  Island,  a Genl  Engagement  ensued,  the 
Southern  Troops  i.  e.  Ed  Sterlings  Battalion  bore  the  Violence  of  the 
Attack  & repulsed  the  Enemy,  but  were  outnumbered  at  least  three  to 
one,  & obliged  to  retire,  the  Delaware  Battalion  have  been  compli- 
mented as  the  finest  in  the  Service,  they  stood  unmoved  in  firm  Ar- 
ray four  Hours  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  Enemy,  nor  attempted  to 
retire  till  they  received  Orders  from  the  Genl,  then  effected  a most 
Noble  Retreat  up  to  the  Middle  through  a Marsh  of  Mud,  & brought 
of  with  them  23  Prisoners,  I fear  we  shall  be  out  numbered,  expect 
every  moment  Orders  to  March  off  to  Kingsbridge,  to  prevent  the 
Enemy  Crossing  the  East  River,  & confining  us  on  another  Nook, 
what  the  Event  will  be.  God  knows.  Lt.  Stuart  & Harvey  with  25 
Privates  fell  in  our  Regiment,  Ld  Sterling  & Genl  Sullivan  Prisoners, 
Miles  & Atle  the  same,  Piper  killed,  250  of  Smallmans  Missing.  Atles 
cut  to  pieces,  I fear  Gene.  Washington  has  too  heavy  a task. 
Assisted  mostly  by  beardless  Boys,  if  the  Enemy  can  Coop  us  up 
in  N.  York  by  Intrenching  from  River  to  River,  horrid  will  be  the 
Consequences  from  their  Command  of  the  Rivers,  Between  five  & six 
thousand  Dollars  of  Continental  Money  remain  in  my  hands,  unknow- 
ing what  to  do  with  it,  I have  entrusted  it  to  the  Care  of  Dr.  Rogers 
& Chaplain  Montgomery,  if  I fall,  please  To  Take  Orders  in 
the  Matter.  I have  not  time  to  say  one  word  more” 

HAZLETT  GIVES  HIS  VIEWS  ON  THE  DEFENCE 

OF  NEW  YORK. 

363  Haslet,  J no.  A.  L S.  2 pages,  folio.  Camp  at  Kings 
Bridge,  Sept.  4,  1776.  To  Brig.-Gen.  Caesar  Rodney , with 
address. 

An  intensely  historical  letter  relating  to  the  Battle  of  Long 
Island  and  the  Defence  of  Neiv  York , which  he  thinks  should 
have  been  laid  in  ashes  before  risking  it  to  fall  in  the  hands  of 
the  British. 

“ Not  having  it  in  my  power  to  write  you  one  word  worth  your  at- 
tention, I have  troubled  you  but  once,  here  are  we  on  the  Heights 


Haslet,  John — ( Continued) 

above  Kings  Bridge,  exposed  to  wind,  Weather  & the  Enemy,  who 
appear  to  have  it  nearly  as  much  in  their  Power  to  cut  off  our  Com- 
munication as  ever,  Our  Army  has  been  once  already  deranged,  Im- 
mensity of  Labor  & Expense  thrown  away  in  fortifying  L.  Island  at 
once  abandoned,  & N.  York  soon  to  be  in  the  Same  Situation,  from 
the  Superior  Number  of  the  British  troops,  & the  Advantage  of  their 
Fleet,  the  City  is  Indefensible,  (You  know,  Sir,  I speak  only  my  own 
Opinion  to  those  whom  I confide)  this  throwing  Men  across  any  part 
of  N.  York  Island,  easily  in  their  power  some  where  to  effect  in  one 
night  & diging  up  a Slight  Intrenclnnent,  effectually,  reduces  the 
City,  & all  within  their  Line,  to  the  Dire  Necessity  of  fighting  at  vast 
Disadvantage,  or  Surrendering  at  Discretion.  Dreadful  Alternation  ! 
Hau  Long  Island  been  rendered  Useless,  to  the  Enemy,  N. 
York  laid  in  Ashes,  when  we  were  Ordered  to  L.  Island,  & 

THE  HEIGTHS  BETWEEN  THIS  & CONNECTICUT  PROPERLY  OCCUPIED, 

the  Enemy  must  have  attacked  at  Disadvantage,  or  we  at 
Liberty  to  Eight  when  we  pleased  & if  Worsted,  wou’d  have  had 
it  in  our  power  to  retire  to  the  next  Adjacent  Hill,  & obstinately  dis- 
puted every  Inch  in  their  Progression,  tis  true  this  kind  of  Devastation 
may  be  condemned  as  Cruel,  but  Provinces  e’er  now  have  been  sacri- 
ficed with  Applause  to  the  Safety  of  a Kingdom,  & what  ought  not  to 
be  done  for  the  Safety  of  a Continent,  the  Genl.  I revere,  his  Charac- 
ter for  Disinterestedness,  Patience  & fortitude  will  be  had  in  Ever- 
lasting Remembrance;  but  the  Vast  Burthen  appears  much  too  much, 
his  own,  Beardless  Youth,  & In  experience  Regimentaled  are  too 
much  about  him.  The  Original  Scheme  for  the  Disposition  of  the 
Army  appears  to  have  been  on  too  Narrow  a Scale,  & every  thing  al- 
most sacrificed,  or  Indangered  for  the  Preservation  of  N.  York  & its 
Invirous,  all  which  deserve  from  Every  Honest  American  Political 
D — nation.  We  have  Alarm  upon  Alarm,  Orders  now  issue  & the 
next  moment  reversed,  Wd  to  Heaven  Genl.  Lee  were  here  is  the  Lan- 
guage of  Officers  & Men,”  etc. 

364  Haslet,  John.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Camp  near 
Mount  Washington,  Oct.  5,  1776.  To  Brig.-Gen.  Caesar 
Rodney,  with  address. 

An  interesting  historical  letter  very  eulogistic  of  Caesar 
Rodney , and.  deprecating  the  lark  of  appreciation  for  his  ser- 
vices for  Liberty  by  the  people  of  Delaware . 

“ I’m  not  all  surprised  at  the  Tory  Stratagem  to  leave  you  out  of 
the  Convention  Ticket,  ’tis  like  the  rest  of  their  Doings.  Dark,  Low, 
dirty,  illiberal.  What  a wretched  Struggle  must  they  have  had  in 
Convention,  their  Conscience  drawing  one  Way  & the  Influence  of 
Congress  Another,  I’m  told,  they  have  done  as  little  as  possible,  & 
modelled  their  N.  Government  as  like  the  old  as  may  be,  Dr  Ridgely 
going  homesick,  is  only  the  Old  Stale  Trick  over  again.”  Speaking 
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of  the  events  on  the  Heights  of  New  York  he  says  “ A few  days  ago  a 
foraging  Party  2000  Strong  under  Genl.  Putnam  advanced  with  100 
Waggons  to  forage  on  Harlem  plains  in  the  Intermediate  space  be- 
tween their  Lines  & ours,  & brought  off  their  Waggons  loaded  with 
Wheat  unmolested,  the  Enemy  at  first  struck  their  Tents  expecting 
an  Attack  but  Seeing  our  Intention,  looked  quietly  on,  Putnam  had 
much  mind  to  Salute  them,  but  a Peremptory  Order  from  Gen.  Wash- 
ington commanded  the  Party  back  with  the  Forage,  You  see  they 
have  no  great  appetite  for  Fighting,”  etc. 

365  Haslet,  John.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio  (Oct.  io,  1776). 
To  Brig.  Gen.  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

An  important  letter , speaking  about  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  and  how  their  ships  passed  up  the  river  through  the 
obstructions  without  mishap,  which  proved  hoiv  well  ac- 
quainted they  zvere  zvith  all  zve  were  doing. 

“ The  Phoenix  & Rose  passed  down  in  August,  thro’  the  Only  Gap 
in  the  Chevaux’s,  which  has  been  left  open  even  until  now,  the  Ships 
moved  up  to  them  at  a gentle  Rate,  then  stood  in  close  to  the  Shore, 
passed  the  Open,  then  stood  out,  to  avoid  one  sunk  a little  below  close 
in  shore  ; Such  is  their  Itelligeuce  of  Ever}’  Motion  & neglect  of 
ours.”  He  also  mentions  the  petty  wrangles  among  the  office! s as  to 
promotion  and  the  animosity  between  the  Southern  and  Eastern 
troops.  ’ ’ 

HASLET’S  LAST  LETTER 

366  Haslet,  John.  A L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  N.  p.  (near 
Trenton),  Jan.  1,  1777.  To  Brig.  Gen.  Caesar  Rodney. 

This  is  no  doubt  the  last  letter  the  brave  Haslet  wrote.  In 
it  he  gives  an  account  of  the  attack  on  Trenton,  the  crossing 
of  the  Delazvare , and  conveys  a premonition  of  his  own  death. 
The  letter  has  been  damaged  on  the  outer  margin,  but  neatly 
repaired. 

“ When  I last  wrote  you  God  knows,  I do  not,  this  I can  affirm, 
that  I have  received  no  answer. 

After  a long  retreat  from  a full  conviction  of  the  Enemies  Superior 
numbers,  but  performed  in  order,  with  a firm  determined  counte- 
nance, we  at  last  stopt  on  Ye  banks  of  Delaware,  there  we  were  sta- 
tioned, thank  you  says  Genl.  Rodney. 

On  Christmas  at  3 o’clock  we  repassed  the  river,  a party  of  Virgin- 
ians formed  the  Van  Guard  & did  the  most  of  the  fighting.  Lord 
Sterling’s  Brigade  had  the  honor  of  fighting  1000  Hessians  to  a sur- 
render. We  should  have  goue  on  & panic  struck  they  would  have 
fled  before  us,  but  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  rendered  it  impos- 
sible, We  passed  the  river,  rested  one  day  & then  were  ordered  back 
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I am  sorry  to  inform  the  Genl.  that  Capt  Holland,  Ensign  Wilson, 
Dr  Gilder  & myself  are  all  who  have  followed  the  American  Cause  to 
Trenton,  two  privates  excepted. 

On  Genl  Washington  being  informed  of  this,  he  declared  his  inten- 
tion of  having  Officers  & men  bound  neck  and  heel  and  brought  back 
as  an  example  to  the  Army.  I told  the  Genl  the  truth,  but  not  the 
whole  truth,  the  last  I reserve  for  you,  and  you  will  blush  with  me. 

* * * We  just  now  hear,  that  the  bridge  on  this  side  Princeton  is 

cut  down  and  the  enemy  retiring,  a sufficient  number  of  troops  are 
ready  to  drive  them  out  of  N.  Jersey.  We  hope  to  greet  you  well,  on 
our  victorious  return  from  Trenton.  I fell  into  the  Delaware  at  3 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  up  to  my  middle,  have  had  the  piles  and 
swelled  legs  ever  Since,  but  no  matter,  if  we  drive  them  to  New  York, 
If  I return  it  wile  be  to  salute  you,  if  not  we  shall  meet  in 
Heaven.  Your  goodness  will  give  Mrs.  Haslet  such  news  as  you 
think  proper.  I have  Genl  Washington’s  leave  to  return  and  super- 
intend the  recruiting  service  at  home,  but  cannot  go  for  a few  days 
longer.  ” 

367  Haslet,  John.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to  or  folio. 
Longfield,  Feb.  28,  1776;  Dover,  May  14,  1776;  May, 
1776;  Kent,  June  30,  1776;  Lewes,  July  9,  1776.  One 
to  Col.  Thos.  Rodney  and  the  others  to  Gen.  Caesar  Rod- 
ney, all  with  addresses.  5 pieces 

All  relatimg  to  military  affairs. 

368  Haslet,  Jno.  A.  D.  S.  June  29,  1775.  Receipt  for  guns, 

and  A.  L.  small  4to.  In  reference  to  putting  a stop  to  com- 
municating with  the  enemy.  2 pieces 

369  Henry,  Patrick.  It  was  he  who  started  the  ball  of  Revo- 
lution rolling  more  than  any  other  man.  First  Governor 
of  Virginia,  and  America’s  Greatest  Orator.  A.  L.  S.  4to. 
Williamsburg!),  May  12,  1779.  To  the  County  Lieutenant 
of  Charlotte  (Thos.  Read),  with  address. 

“The  Invasion  of  our  Country  by  the  Enemy  makes  it  necessary  to 
call  on  the  Militia.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  send  one  third 
of  your  Militia  Officered  in  the  usual  manner  & equipped  as  well  as 
Circumstances  will  Admit,  to  Petersburg.  There  to  wait  the  orders  of 
General  Scott.  No  time  is  to  be  lost,’’ 

370  Henry,  Patrick.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Williamsburgln 
Aug.  3,  1777. 

An  important  historical  letter , relating  to  promotions  in  the 
Virginia  Line , resenting  the  insolence,  in  fact,  insults  of  Col. 
Carrington,  in  a letter  to  him,  remonstrating  against  appoint - 
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merits  made  by  Col.  Harrison , and  demanding  that  none  of 
Col.  Harrison's  Corps  be  appointed  officers.  Henry  resents 
the  unwarranted  affront,  and  writes  to  the  Delegates  from 
Virginia  in  Congress,  requesting  them  to  lay  the  correspond- 
ence before  Congress  and  have  them  act  upon  it. 

371  Hodgson,  Robert,  and  Snow,  Silas.  Officers  in  the  Dela- 
ware Militia  during  the  Revolution,  L.  S.  (by  both)  folio. 
Flat  Bush,  May  26,  1780.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

Prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  British,  (hey  plead  zvitli  Gen. 
Rodney  to  effect  their  exchange. 

372  Hopkinson,  Joseph.  Author  of  “ Hail  Columbia,”  and 
Eminent  Jurist.  L.  S.  4to.  Philadelphia,  May  25,  1815. 
Signed  also  by  Chas.  J.  Ingersoll.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney, 
with  address.  Stained. 

THE  ADDRESS  OF  THE  ONEIDA  INDIANS  AND 
GOV.  TRUMBULL’S  REPLY  TO  THEIR  REQUEST 
TO  VISIT  THE  NEW  ENGLAND  INDIANS  AT 
THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  REVOLU- 
TIONARY WAR. 

373  Indians  in  the  Revolution.  The  Original  Address  of 
Gov.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  of  Connecticut,  to  the  Oneida  In 
dians,  granting  their  petition  to  visit  the  New  England  In- 
dians, and  approving  of  their  declaration  not  to  interfere  in 
the  War  with  Great  Britain.  D.  S.  4 pages,  folio.  June,  1775. 

This  document  of  vital  historical  impoi  tam  e is  signed  by 
Gov.  Jonathan  Trumbull , and  the  body  of  the  document 
is  in  the  hand  of  Col.  Jon,) than  Trumbull,  Jr .,  who  zvas  Aide 
to  Gen.  Washington . It  is  a most  remarkable  Indian  paper. 
It  begins  by  citing  the  address  of  the  Oneida  Indians  to  the 
Hew  England  Indians  and  expressing  their  regrets  that  zvar 
had  broken  out. 

“Should  the  great  King  of  England  apply  to  us  for  aid,  we  shall 
deny  him.  If  the  Colony’s  apply,  we  shall  refuse.  The  present  Situ" 
ation  of  you  our  two  Brothers  is  new  and  Strange  to  us.  We  Indians 
cannot  find  or  recollect  in  the  traditions  of  our  Ancestors  the  like 
case.’’  Then  follows  the  address  of  the  Governor : “ To  the  Sachem, 
Warriors  and  Female  Governesses  of  Oneida.”  He  assures  them  of 
their  Liberty  to  pass  iu  peace,  and  details  the  Cause  of  the  War  with 
England  as  follows  : “ You  wonder  Brothers  & are  troubled  in  Mind 

at  our  Great  Disputes  with  Old  England.  We  ourselves  are  much 
gieved  that  there  should  be  an  unnatural  Quarrel  between  Brothers  of 


122 


Indians  in  the  Revolution — ( Continued .) 

one  Blood.  We  considerer  it  as  the  worst  of  Calamities.  Our  forefathers 
came  over  the  great  Lake  & settled  here  above  150  years  ago.  The 
Chain  of  Friendship  between  us  & Old  England  has  always  been  kept 
bright  untill  the  late  Dispute,  the  whole  World  knows  that  We  have 
always  been  true  & faithfull  Subjects  to  the  Great  King  of  England,  & 
that  when  any  of  the  neighbouring  Nations  took  up  the  Hatchet 
against  him,  we  imineditately  espoused  his  Cause,  & were  always  ready 
to  Spill  the  last  Drop  of  our  Blood  in  his  Defence,  but  now  Brothers  ! the 
Great  Men,  the  Servants  of  the  Great  King,  wanting  great  Power  & 
Riches,  have  Sullied  the  Brightness  if  not  entirely  broke  the  Chain  of 
Friendship  between  us  & our  Brethren  on  the  other  Side  of  the  great 
Lake,  by  giving  the  great  King  evil  advise  & deceiving  him,  so  that 
he  hath  Caused  Laws  to  be  made  to  take  away  from  us  what  we  had 
obtained  by  the  Sweat  of  our  faces,  & all  the  Privelege’s  we  used  to 
enjoy,  that  Old  England  might  be  made  rich  with  our  Wealth,  the 
Work  of  our  Hands  and  make  Slaves  of  us  & our  Children  forever, 
and  because  the}-  knew  we  would  not  willingly  submit  to  our  own 
Destruction,  they  have  sent  over  great  War-Ships  & a great  Army  to 
force  us  into  a Compliance. 

When  our  Ancesters  came  into  this  Country  they  made  a strong 
Covenant  with  the  great  King,  whereby  the,y  were  to  enjoy  as  many 
Priveleges  as  their  Brethren  who  tarried  on  the  other  Side  of  the  great 
Lake,  but  by  the  talk  of  wicked  & deceitfull  Men  this  Covenant  hath 
been  broken,  our  Trade  is  Stopping  & we  are  not  suffered  to  throw 
our  Fish-hooks  into  the  Sea,  because  we  are  not  willing  to  give  up  all 
to  be  disposed  of  as  may  be  ordered  by  some  bad  men.  We  were  born 
under  the  Covenant  & it  makes  the  Tears  gush  from  our  Eyes  when 
we  consider  that  our  Children  must  be  Slaves,  unless  we  fight  against 
those  who  ought  to  be  Brothers,  but  so  it  must  be.  Suppose  Brothers 
that  some  of  your  Indian  Brothers  were  to  tell  you  that  unless  you 
gave  up  your  hunting  Grounds,  your  Cornfields,  your  Guns,  Hatchets 
& every  thing  you  possessed  to  be  disposed  of  at  their  Pleasure  ; they 
would  kill  you  & make  Slaves  of  your  Children,  would  you  uot  fight 
for  them  ? The  Case  is  quite  so  with  us,  we  will  uot  give  up  our  Coun- 
try, our  Money,  &Just  Rights  without  trying  who  is  the  strongest. 
Blood  hath  been  already  spilled  on  both  sides,  but  We  did  not  begin, 
and  We  are  all  on  this  Side  the  great  Lake,  fully  determined  to  defend 
ourselves  to  the  last  against  these  unnatural  Outrages  against  us,  hop- 
ing & praying  that  God,  who  is  King  over  all  the  World,  will  put  a 
speedy  End  to  our  Afflictions  & prosper  our  Righteous  Cause,”  &c. 

374  Indians  in  the  Revolution.  The  Letter  of  Coquatah- 
geutali  to  the  People  in  Philadelphia  called  Quakers,  dated 
March  29th,  1 776.  Interpreted  and  in  the  hands  of  Geo. 
Morgan,  Indian  Interpreter,  1 page,  folio. 

“ It  has  given  me  great  Pleasure  to  be  among  you  so  much  as  I 
have  been  the  last  Winter.  As  I have  wrote  and  told  the  Congress,  I 
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Indians  in  the  Revolution — ( Continued . ) 

have  no  other  Method  to  repay  the  Quakers  who  have  bestowed  many 
Kindnesses  on  me  during  my  Stay  here  than  to  acknowledge  their 
Favours  & promise  to  bear  them  in  Remembrauce.  Yet  as  you  have 
been  so  good  as  to  desire  me  to  ask  you  for  any  thing  I may  still  want, 
I now  tell  you  Brother  that  I stand  in  need  of  two  Horses  Bridles  & 
Saddles  as  I have  engaged  some  of  my  People  to  accompany  me  from 
here  to  my  Town. 

Committed  to  Writing  for  Coqutahgeutah  his  particular  requets 
by  Geo.  Morgan,” 

COM.  JOHN  PAUL  JONES  FEARS  AMERICA  WILL 
BE  INVOLVED  IN  AN  EUROPEAN  WAR. 

375  Jones,  John  Paul.  First  Commodore  in  the  Continental 
Navy.  The  Greatest  Nava!  Hero  in  the  Revolution. 
A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  qto  Ranger,  Quiberon  Bay,  Feb  23d, 
1778.  To  Hector  McNiell,  with  address,  and  fine  seal  in 
black  wax.  Very  fine  and  rare. 

This  letter  was  written  on  board  his  celebrated  Ship , “ The 
Ranger ,”  which  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  receiving  from  Count 
D'  Orvillicrs  the  first  salute  ever  paid  to  the  American  flag  by 
a foreign  man  of -war . The  letter  is  an  unusual,  interesting 
one , speaking  of  a war  kindling  in  Europe  in  which  he  fears 
America  will  be  involved. 

11 1 promised  myself  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  France  before  this 
time.  A War  is  kindling  up  in  Europe,  with  which  I am  afraid 
America  will  be  but  too  nearly  connected  and  too  much  involved,  I 
anticipate  this  connection  with  real  pain  at  a time  when  America  is  in 
fact  Independent,  for  our  Enemies  have  no  more  Troops  to  send  out  and 
those  now  in  America  must  soon  be  swallowed  up.  Since  no  Power 
in  Europe  hath  fought  our  Battles,  I can  see  no  reason  why  we  should 
fight  theirs. 

For  the  particulars  of  my  peregrenations  since  I left  Portsmouth  I 
must  refer  you  to  Captain  Parke  who  returns  to  Bostou  in  the  Frigate 
Deane.  I have  .sent  in  a Box  to  Genl  Whipple  2 ps.  of  Satin  Slippers 
for  your  young  Ladies,  of  which  I beg  their  Acceptance,”  etc. 

376  Ingersoll,  Jared.  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress 
and  the  Constitutional  Convention.  L.  S.  Ro.  Philadelphia, 
Sept.  11,  1812.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

In  reference  to  business  affairs  of  to  Stephen  Girard. 

377  Inglis,  Charles.  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia,  Royalist.  Assis- 
tant Rector  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York.  Published  an 
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answer  to  Paine's  “Common  Sense.”  A.  L.  S.  2 pages, 
4to.  New  York,  Oct.  2,  1772.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with 
address. 

Introducing  Colonel  De  Lancer  and  Colonel  Morris , who 
go  to  Dover  on  their  way  to  the  Capes  of  Virginia. 

378  Inglis,  Charles.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  New  York, 
Dec.  26,  1765.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

An  interesting  letter  on  the  Stamp  Act  Cong / ess  accusing 
Mr.  Wm.  Livingston  of  upholding  the  Stamp  Act. 

“ There  is  Something  relative  to  your  Congress  that  I have  heard 
since  I came  here,  & you  might  be  fond  of  knowing,  You  heard  o 
the  general  Resentment  shown  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Jersey  to  Mr 
Ogden  for  his  Conduct  at  the  Congress.  A Letter  has  been  written 
( Out  not  printed),  to  the  People  of  Jersey,  excusing  Ogden,  & reflect- 
ing on  the  Congress,  representing  it  in  a contemptible  Light.  The 
Author  of  the  Letter  is  supposed  to  be  W — m L — v — iugst — n of  this 
city.  The  Sons  of  Liberty  only  wait  for  an  Authentic  Copy,  duly 
proved  & sworn  to  when  they  intend  to  publish  it,  & shew  that  gentle- 
man the  Resentment  they  have  discovered  to  all  Abettors  of  the 
Stamp  Act.” 

There  is  a small  hole  in  the  centre  of  the  letter  caused  by  rats. 

379  Jefferson,  Thomas.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. Third  President  of  the  United  States.  A.  L.  S. 
2 pages,  jto.  Washington,  July  6,  1802.  To  Thos.  Lieper, 
with  franked  address. 

An  interesting  letter , speaking  of  his  tobacco  crop , and  also 
asserts  his  democracy . 

“ I shall  certainly  not  be  charged  with  any  leaning  towards  federal- 
ism, it  is  a plant  I shall  not  nourish  by  favors.  I shall  do  that  sex 
vigorous  justice  on  all  occasions,  but  not  strengthen  its  hands.  I put 
an  end  to  the  persecutions  they  were  carrying  on  against  the  republi- 
cans wheu  I came  into  office,  but  I set  on  foot  none  against  them,  they 
still  hold  nine  tenths  of  the  offices  of  the  U.  S.  and  cry  out  as  if  they 
had  nothing,  because  they  have  not  the  other  tenth  also.” 

380  Jefferson.  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Monticello,  March  19, 
1822.  To  Horatio  G.  Spafford,  with  franked  address. 

Declining  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  Mr . Spafford ' s 
Apprentice' s Spelling  Book. 

“ I have  been  obliged  to  lay  down  as  a law  to  myself,  of  not  usurp- 
ing the  right  of  saying  to  the  public  what  is  worthy  or  not  worthy  of 
their  attention,  this  is  the  office  of  Critic’s  by  profession,  in  whose 
line  I am  the  least  practiced  of  all  men  living.” 
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^81  Killen,  William.  Revolutionary  Patriot.  First  Ci  i f 
Justice  of  Delaware,  and  Chancellor  of  the  State.  A.  L.  S. 
folio.  Dover,  Dec.  29,  1776.  To  Capt.  Thos.  Rodney. 

A patriotic  letter , complimenting  Rodney  for  joining  the 
army , and  telling  of  Washington' s Victory  at  Trenton. 

“ I could  not  deny  myself  the  Pleasure  of  saying  Something  to  you. 
who  are  now  nobly  risquing  your  Life  and  Sacrificing  every  domestic 
Satisfaction  and  Comfort  for  the  Defence  of  your  oppressed  and  much 
injured  Country.  May  Heaven  succeed  every  Effort  of  yours  for  this 
laudible  purpose,  ‘ and  Cover  your  Head  in  the  Day  of  Battle  ’ ! and 
may  you,  after  a glorious  Conquest  over  a Savage  and  inveterate 
Enemy,  return  triumphant  to  the  Place  of  your  Nativitj?,  and  be  re- 
ceiv’d here  with  the  joyful  Shouts  and  Acclamations  of  your  fellow 
Whigs  to  the  utter  Confusion  of  all  Tories.  * * * J.  Wells,  who  has 
just  returned  from  Philada  brings  intelligence  that  our  Army  has  cross’d 
Delaware,  killed  and  taken  1500  of  the  Enemy,  and  are  in  pursuit  of 
them,  and  that  the  latter  are  flying  with  all  speed  to  their  Shipping. 
Heaven  grant  that  this  may  be  true,”  &c. 

382  Killen,  William.  A.  L.  S.  folio  or  4to.  Dover,  Feb. 
16  and  6,  1799,  and  Jan.  1,  1802.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

3 pieces 

383  Killen,  William.  His  Commission  as  Chief  Justice.  Signed 
by  John  McKinly,  Governor.  Wilmington,  July  17,  1777, 
with  seal. 

384  Killen,  William.  A.  D.  S.  various  dates.  3 pieces 

385  Koscuiszko,  Thaddeus.  The  Great  Polish  Patriot  and 
Brevet  Brig. -Gen.  in  the  Continental  Army.  A.  L.  S.  3 
pages,  4to.  Pan’s,  Aug.  26,  1784,  with  fine  portrait  en- 
graved by  Fiesinger. 

A beautiful  friendly  letter,  in  which  he  speaks  of  his  affec- 
tion for  America,  and  of  Poland  he  says  : 

11  To  morrow  I am  going  to  Poland  and  with  some  reluctance  as  am 
informed  by  one  of  my  Countrymen  that  the  Affairs  of  the  republick  as 
well  as  mine  are  in  very  horrid  situation,  you  shall  know  it  in  my  next. 
I must  prepare  for  the  worst,  perhaps  you  will  see  me  again  in  your 
Country,  for  this  reason  you  must  use  your  influence  in  Congress  in 
my  favor,  and  write  me  as  soon  as  you  can.” 

386  Knox,  Henry.  Major-General  in  the  Revolution.  Sec- 
retary of  War  under  Washington.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Phila- 
delphia, Feb.  4,  1794.  To  Col.  B.  Walker,  with  franked 
address. 

On  business  matters. 


126 


LAFAYETTE  TELLS  OF  HIS  RECEPTION  BY 
THE  PEOPLE  OF  AMERICA. 

387  Lafayette,  Marie  Jean  Paul  Roch  Yves  Gilbert  Motier, 
Marquis  de.  A Celebrated  French  Patriot,  served  as  a 
Major-General  in  the  American  Revolution.  A.  L.  S.  2 
pages,  qto.  Savannah  River,  March  22d,  1825,  with  ad- 
dress and  fine  impression  of  his  seal  (with  the  head  of  Wash- 
ington) in  black  wax. 

Written  during  his  second  and  last  visit  to  the  country , 
giving  an  interesting  account  ef  the  affectionate  manner  in 
which  he  has  been  received  everywhere . 

“ I consider  it  as  a Very  fortunate  Circumstance  in  My  Life  to  Have 
Had  the  Opportunity  after  so  long  a lapse  of  time  to  take  a part  in  the 
Honours  paid  to  the  Memory  of  Kalb,  Greene,  and  Pulaski,  Which 
being  added  to  this  later  of  the  Washington  Monument  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  Monument  on  Bunker  Hill  will  form  a very  gatify- 
iug  and  Remarquable  event  of  My  Plappy  Visit  to  the  U.  S. 

You  will  See  by  the  inclosed  Scrap  of  a Newspaper  that  I Have  in 
My  Answer  to  the  Governor  of  Georgia  Mentioned  My  regret,  on  ac- 
count of  personal  friendship  as  well  as  from  a Sense  of  propriety,  Not 
to  Have  Had  it  in  my  power  to  Attend  the  Inauguration  of  the  Executive 
Branch  of  the  Union,  the  fact  is  thatfor  the  first  time  .Since  My  Land 
ing  in  America  Party  Sentiments  Have  been  toasted  once  in  Charles- 
ton, the  other  at  Savannah  after  My  departure,  and  altho’  I know 
those  Unfriendly  reflexions  are  not  Considered  as  very  important,  I 
thought  I had  better  once  for  all  to  express  myself  a friend  to  the  ac- 
tual president  and  Cabinet  Members”  etc  etc. 

388  LaLyette,  Marie,  Jean  Roch  Yves  Gilbert  Motier,  Mar- 
quis de.  A.  L.  S.  qto.  La  Grange,  Sept.  8,  1829. 
Introducing  Doctor  Devant. 

389  Latimer,  Henry.  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress- 
(Did  not  attend.)  U.  S.  Senator.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Philadelphia! 
Jan.  3,  1799. 

390  Latimer,  Henry.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Wilmington,  July  25, 
[800.  To  John  Langdon,  with  address. 

391  Laurens,  Henry.  President  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
Appointed  Minister  to  Holland,  but  Captured  by  the  British 
and  confined  in  the  Tower.  A letter  one-half  written  and 
signed  by  Henry  Laurens  as  President  of  Congress.  Phila- 
delphia, Nov.  1 6th  and  1 8th,  1778.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

In  reference  to  the  Articles  of  Conlederation. 
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Laurens,  Henry — ( Continued .) 

“ You  Sir,  & the  privy  Council  have  done  your  parts.  Congress 
confide  on  the  General  Assembly  to  Co-operate  with  you  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Union  particularly  by  acceding  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 
The  State  of  Jersey  have  Resolved  to  Ratify,  we  trust  that  Maryland 
& Delaware  will  not  much  longer  be  delinquents.” 

392  Laurens,  Henry.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Philadelphia,  Nov.  7, 
1778.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

Signed  as  President  of  Congress,  in  reference  to  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  asking  that  the  General  Assembly  act  at  once 
in  the  matter. 

“ It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  Congress  that  the  Assembly  may  attend 
to  the  Articles  of  Confederation  immediately  after  their  Meeting  & be 
decided  in  their  Instructions  to  their  Delegates.” 

393  Lear,  Tobias.  Private  Secretary  to  Gen.  Washington. 
Consul  General  at  Algiers.  A.  L S.  2 pages,  4to.  United 
States,  Sept.  16,  1789.  To  Mrs.  Frances  Washington. 
Mentions  Gtn.  Washington. 

“Maria  will  make  a most  excellent  woman.  I will  venture  to  for- 
tell  it,  but  the  President  says  when  she  begins  to  make  use  of  her 
tongue,  she  will  make  up  for  lost  time.” 

394  Lee,  Henry.  Celebrated  Colonel  in  the  Revolution. 

“Light  Horse  Harry.”  Father  of  Gen.  Robt.  E.  Lee. 
A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Monmouth,  July  26,  1780.  To 

Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

A fine  military  letter  in  reference  to  the  Delaware  troops. 

395  Lee,  Thos.  Sim.  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
Governor  of  Maryland.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to.  Annapolis, 
Aug.  4th,  1781. 

Badly  stained,  obliterating  a portion  of  the  text. 

396  Livingston,  Edward.  Secretary  of  State.  Aide  to  Genl. 
Jackson  at  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages, 
4to  New  York,  Oct.  22,  1802.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney, 
with  address. 

A fine  political  letter . 

397  Livingston,  Edward.  L.  S.  4to.  Washington,  April  17, 
19:0.  To  Hon.  Robt.  Smith. 

398  Long  Island.  The  Memorial  of  Delaware  Officers, 
Prisoners  on  Long  Island  in  the  hands  of  the  British,  to 
Governor  Rodney  and  the  Assembly  of  Delaware,  dated 
May  26,  1780,  signed  by  Robt,  Hodgson,  James  Moore, 
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Silas  Snow,  Jas.  Anderson,  and  John  Hyet,  asking  that  sup- 
plies of  money  be  sent  them  to  alleviate  their  sufferings  and 
distress. 

399  McCall,  Mark.  Officer  in  the  Delaware  Militia  during 

the  Revolution.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  June  15, 
1776.  To  Capt.  Thos.  Rodney  ; and  A.  D.  S.  various  dates, 
4 pieces.  Together  5 pieces 

In  reference  to  the  Delaware  Militia. 

400  McDonald,  Alex.  Delaware  Militia  Officer  in  the  Revo- 
lution. A.  L.  S.  folio.  Cantwell's  Bridge,  July  11,  1776. 
To  Thos.  Rodney. 

Asking  to  be  appointed  an  Officer  in  the  Flying  Camp 

401  Macdonough,  Thomas.  Commodore  in  the  United 
States  Navy.  Won  the  Victory  over  the  British  on  Lake 
Champlain.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Middletown,  April  9, 
1815.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

Thanking  the  Stale  of  Delaware  for  voting  him  a Sword 
and  Service  of  plate  for  his  Victory  on  Lake  Champlain . 

“ In  Consequence  of  my  long  stay  on  Lake  Champlain  after  my  re- 
turn thither  in  January  last  I did  not  receive  your  friendly  Letters 

* * * I now  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  express  to  you  my 

thanks  for  the  very  friendly  and  handsome  interest  you  have  taken  for 
me  in  the  Legislature  of  my  native  State,  the  resolution  of  which 
honorable  body  in  voting  me  the  sword  and  service  of  plate  is  very 
flattering  and  truly  satisfactory.  I hope  my  future  life  will  merit  this 
notice  taken  of  me,  the  other  part  of  the  resolutions,  that  of  sitting 
for  my  portrait  is  also  highly  flattering  to  me  and  shall  be  Cheerfully 
complyed  with.”  He  then  thanks  Mr.  Rodney  for  obtaining  him 
his  warrant  as  midshipman  in  the  Navy.  There  is  a small  hole 
in  the  centre  of  the  letter. 

402  Macdonough,  Thomas  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4tc>.  Wash- 
ington, May  2,  1815.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

The  letter  also  relates  to  his  Victory  on  Lake  Champlain, 
and  in  il  he  gives  the  signals  he  made  before  commencing  the 
battle . After  again  thanking  the  Legislature  of  Delaware 
for  presenting  him  with  a sword  and  service  of  plate,  and  re- 
questing him  to  sit  for  his  portrait,  he  says: 

“ As  YOU  DESIRE  IT,  I WILD  TELL  YOU  WHAT  SIGNALS  I MADE  ON 
THE  I ITH  SEPT  LAST,  WHEN  THE  ENEMY  HOVE  IN  SIGHT  AT  THE 

distance  of  6 Miles,  I made  the  Signal  ‘ Impressed  Seamen 
call  on  every  Man  to  do  his  duty’  And  Just  as  the  first  Gun 
was  fired  from  my  Ship  I made  the  signal  ‘ Close  Action.’  ” 

403  Macdonough,  Thomas.  A.  V.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Middle- 
town,  Dec.  30,  1815.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 


Relating  to  the  szvord  and  service  of  plate  voted  him  by 
Delaware . 

“ I shall  request  Messrs.  Fletcher  & Gardner  to  send  by  a good  and 
safe  opportunity  the  Sword  and  Service  of  plate  to  my  Wife’s  Grand- 
father in  New  York,  who  will  take  good  care  of  them  and  forward 
them  to  me  at  this  place,  Pray  did  you  ever  receive  an  answer  from 
me  to  your  letter  in  which  you  presented  the  sword  and  plate  to  me, 

I certainly  wrote  a short  one,  probably  too  short  and  not  expressive 
enough  of  my  sense  of  the  honor  conferred  on  me,  I am  very  desirous 
that  the  honors  showed  me  by  my  Native  State  should  be  fully  as 
public  as  those  conferred  on  me  by  other  States.” 

There  is  a hole  in  the  centre  of  the  letter  destroying  a few 
words  of  the  text. 

404  Macdonough,  Thomss.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Ports- 
mouth, July  12,  1815.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  ad- 
dress. 

In  reference  to  the  service  of  plate  presented  him,  answer- 
ing a letter  from  Mr.  Rodney  telling  him  it  tv  as  finished. 

405  Macdonough,  Thomas.  A.  L S.  8 pages,  4to.  New 
York,  Feb.  5,  1820.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

A long  and  interesting  historical  letter  relating  to  his  con- 
troversy with  Commodore  Bainbridge  on  the  rights  and  prerog- 
atives of  a court  martial  partly  held  by  him  on  shipboard 
and  at  a tavern  in  Naples  at  the  time  he  was  serving  under 
Bainbridge  during  their  cruise  in  the  Mediterranian.  Bain- 
bridge considered  the  fact  of  the  court  leaving  the  ship  and 
adjourning  to  the  tavern  in  Naples  made  the  proceedings 
illegal,  as  he  claimed  the  finding  of  the  court  zvas  on 
foreign  soil.  Macdonough  differed  with  him,  and  Bainbridge 
returned  the  finding  of  the  court  without  his  approval , and 
ordered  that  a new  trial  be  made  This  Macdonough  and  the 
other  members  of  the  court  refused  to  accede  to.  The  court  zvas 
never  dissolved,  and  Bainbridge  instituted  charges  against 
him  for  mutinous  conduct  and  disrespect.  The  investigation  fol- 
lowed. This  letter  gives  a full  review  of  the  whole  affair. 
He  concludes  by  saying  : 

“ I do  not  shrink  from  a rigid  enquiry  into  the  whole  of  my  Conduct 
whilst  in  the  Mediterranean.  & indeed  I cannot  see  how  the  affairs 
can  be  properly  settled  unless  it  be  in  this  matter,  the  powers  of  one 
& the  other  party  will  then  appear,  and  th  refore  be  of  much  future 
importance.” 

406  Macdonough,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S 4to  Middletown^ 
Dec.  4,  1821.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 
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A sword  had  betti  ordered  made  in  London , by  the  crew  of 
the  Frigate  “ Guen  icre ,”  to  be  presented  to  Com.  Macdon- 
ougJi.  It  was  sent  to  New  York  and  held  for  duty  by  the 
Collector  of  Customs  of  that  port.  He  asks  Mr.  Rodney  to 
use  his  influence  to  have  it  released. 

407  McKean,  Thomas.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. D.  S.  4to.  All  dated  1777.  4 pieces 

Orders  on  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent  County , Delazvare. 

408  McKean,  Thomas.  D.  S.  small  4to.  1777.  Signed  also 
and  the  document  in  the  hand  of  Geo.  Read,  Signer  o!  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  Damaged. 

409  McKinly,  John.  First  President  of  the  State  of  Delaware. 
Captured  by  the  British.  Member  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. A.  L.  S.  gto.  Wilmington,  Dec.  17,  1 776.  To 
Capt.  Thos.  Rodney. 

410  McK;nly,  John.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Wilmington,  Aug  1st, 
1777.  To  Caesar  Rodney.  Stained.  Copy  of  a Resolu- 
tion of  the  Council  of  Safety,  Dec.  I 1,  1776,  recommending 
the  Association  to  Join  the  Army  of  Genl.  Washington. 

41  > McKinly,  Jno.  D.  S.  small  4to,  dated  in  1776  and  1777. 

Orders  on  the  loan  offer . 5 pieces 

412  McKinly,  John.  D.  S.  4to.  Kent,  Nov.  9,  1776.  Signed 
also  by  Thos.  McKean.  Stained. 

An  order  on  the  loan  office  for  the  salary  of  Thos.  McKean , 
endorsed  on  the  Back  by  Nicholas  Van  Dyke , Member  of  the 
Continental  Congress . 

413  McLane,  Aden  Colonel  in  the  Revolution.  Distin- 
guished at  the  Battles  of  Long  Island,  White  Plains,  and 
Trenton,  and  in  the  Battle  of  Monmouth  and  Surrender  of 
Yorktown.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Wilmington,  April  20, 
18  1 8.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

An  interesting  historical  letter , giving  his  recollections  of 
the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  War , and  the  Signing 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence , and  noting  the  particular 
parts  acted  in  the  Drama , by  Caesar  Rodney  and  Thos. 
McKean. 

“I  have  perfect  recollections  of  the  times  that  tried  men’s  souls 
from  the  Ensembling  of  the  Congress  of  1774  till  the  British  Acknowl- 
edged onr  Independence.  Your  Uncle  Caesar  Rodney,  George  Read 
and  Tlios  McKean  Eqrs  were  first  Selected  to  represent  the  three  Lower 
Counties  anexed  to  Pennsylvania  then  under  the  propriety  Gov*.”  & c. 


414  Marshall,  John.  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States. 
A.  L.  S.  4to.  Philadelphia,  June  31,  1797.  To  Caesar 
Rodney,  with  address.  Fine. 

415  Maryland.  The  Certificate  of  the  Election  of  Thomas 
Cockey  Deye,  Chas.  Ridgley,  John  Stevenson  and  Peter 
Shepherd,  as  Delegates  to  represent  Baltimore  County  in 
the  General  Assembly,  for  the  State  of  Maryland,  dated 
Dec.  21,  1776,  and  signed  by  Judges  Theophilus  Gist  and 
Edward  Cockey,  2 pages,  folio. 

MASSACHUSETTS  INSTRUCTS  HER  DELEGATES  TO 
SIGN  THE  ARTICLES  OF  CONFEDERATION,  1778. 

416  Massachusetts.  An  Attested  Copy  of  a Letter  from  the 

Council  Chamber.  Boston,  March  10th,  1778.  2 pages, 

folio.  Signed  in  the  Autograph  by  Joseph  Powell,  Presi- 
dent and  attested  to  as  a true  copy  by  John  Avery,  Deputy 
Secretary. 

An  exceedingly  important  document.  It  is  the  consent  of 
Council , for  the  Delegates  from  Massachusetts  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  to  sign  the  Articles , and  make  suggestions  for 
Amendments  to  several  of  the  Articles  contained  therein. 

“The  General  Court  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  having  at- 
tentively Considered  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual 
Union  between  the  United  States  of  America,  Recommended  to  our 
attention  by  the  Honorable  Congress  do  approve  of  them  in  General 
as  well  calculated  to  secure  the  Freedom,  Sovereignty  and  Independ- 
ence of  the  United  States,  perhaps  no  plan  could  have  been  proposed 
belter  adapted  to  the  Circumstances  of  all,  We  therefore  the  Council 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  this  State  in  General  Court  Assembled 
do  in  the  Name  and  behalf  of  the  Good  People  of  this  State,  Instruct 
you  their  Delegates  to  subscribe  said  Articles  of  Confederation  and 
Perpetual  Union,  as  they  were  recommended  by  Congress,  unless  the 
following  Alterations  or  such  as  may  be  proposed  by  the  other  States 
can  be  received  and  adopted  without  endangering  the  Union  proposed.  ” 
Then  follows  the  amendments  suggested. 

417  Meredith,  Samuel.  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress 
and  Major  in  the  Penna.  Line.  Served  at  Trenton  A.  L.  S. 
4to  Bristol,  Dec.  25,  1776.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with 
address.  Rake  and  fine. 

418  Mifflin,  John.  Patriot  and  Father  of  Thus.  Mifflin.  A.LS. 
foiio.  Philadelphia,  Aug.  26,  1775.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 
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419  Miller,  J,  Jr.  Surgeon  in  the  Revolution.  A.  L.S.qto, 
Nov.  10,  1 776.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

Offering  his  services  as  Surgeon. 

420  Montgomery,  Joseph.  Officer  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  • 
in  the  Revolution.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to.  King’s  Bridge, 
Sept.  16,  1776.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

Gives  an  account  of  the  British  taking  possession  of  New 
Yak. 

“Yesterday,  a most  inglorious  Day!  the  British  Troops  landed  on 
New  York  Island  from  Long  Island,  at  a Place  called  Turtle-Bay  about 
five  miles  above  New  York,  when  the  Appearance  of  only  a few  of 
them  made  two  or  three  Regiments  of  Americans  retreat,  retreat  did 
I say,  it  ought  to  be,  run  away,  notwithstanding  all  the  Solicitations, 
Prayers  and  I might  say  Tears  of  Genl.  Washington.  These  were  not 
Southern  Troops.  Our  People  had  a few  Hours  before  evacuated  New 
York,  the  enemy  then  took  possession  of  it  and  all  the  lower  end  of 
the  Island.  A Line  was  immediately  thrown  up,  about  2 Miles  from 
New  York  across  from  east  to  North  River,  the  Enemy  possessing  the 
West  and  we  East  part  up  to  King’s  bridge,  and  the  Pennsylvanian 
encampment  is  on  the  East  Side  of  the  Bridge,  under  the  Command 
of  General  Mifflin,’’  &c. 

421  Navy  of  the  United  States.  The  Memorial  of  Andrew 
Morris,  late  Captain  of  the  Brig  “ Franklin,”  of  Wilmington. 
Captured  by  the  Tripolitan  Corsairs.  Folio.  Signed  by 
Andrew  Morris. 

Asking  compensation  for  carrying  dispatches  from  the  Consul 
at  Algiers  to  the  Secretary  of  State . 

422  New  York.  The  Original  Petition  to  Gov.  Tryon,  of 
New  York,  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Cumber- 
land and  Gloucester,  requesting  that  a legal  Title  under  the 
Seal  of  New  York  be  granted  to  them  for  lands  in  those 
counties,  which  they  had  purchased  when  the  said  counties 
were  under  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire,  dated  at 
New  York,  March  1 6th,  1782,  and  Signed  by  Maj.  Gen. 
Israel  Putnam,  Wm.  Williams,  Jno.  Church,  Jonathan  Grout, 
Samuel  and  others.  4 pages,  folio.  A small  portion  of  the 
upper  inner  part  of  the  first  page  is  missing,  but  neatly 
repaired. 

An  interesting  chapter  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Colonial 
History  of  New  York.  The  petition  is  explanatory  of  the 
claims  of  the  signers , and  is  signed  for  the  various  inhabitants 
of  the  different  townships,  as  follozvs  : Samuel  Wells  and  John 


Kelly  for  Guilford  and  Wilmington , Jacob  Bailey  and  John 
Peters  for  Stratford , Jonathan  Grout  for  Lunetiburgh,  Jno. 
Peters  for  Topsham,  John  Church  for  Rygate,  Win.  Williams 
for  Marlborough , Phineas  Lyman  for  Rack  ham,  Samuel 
Stevens  for  Tunbridge , Timothy  Bradley  and  Samuel  Stevens 
for  Ludlow , James  Rogers  for  Rockingham,  Amos  Babcock 
for  Andover,  Jacob  Bailey  for  Maidstone , Joseph  Smalley  for 
Norwich,  and  Israel  Putnam  for  Pompret. 

423  Niles,  Hezekiah.  Journalist  and  Publisher  of  Niles’ 
Register.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to  or  folio.  Dating  be- 
tween July  9,  1802,  and  Sept.  20,  1823.  All  to  Caesar  A. 
Rodney. 

An  interesting  series  of  political  letters. 

424  Nixon,  Thomas.  Officer  in  the  French  and  Indian  war. 
Colonel  in  the  Revolution.  A.  L.  S.  4to,  June  23,  1788. 
To  Col.  Thomas  Rodney,  with  address.  \ 

425  Ohio  Territory.  Original  Manuscript  Laws  of  Ohio 
Territory  for  fixing  the  terms  of  the  General  Court,  dated  at 
the  City  of  Marietta,  Aug.  13,  1788,  and  Signed  by  Arthur 
St.  Clair,  Sami.  H.  Parsons,  James  H.  Varnum  and  John 
Cleves  Symmes,  with  seal  of  the  Territory.  6 pages,  folio. 

An  exceedingly  interesting  early  Ohio  item.  Of  the  Signers, 
Arthur  St.  Clair  was  a Major  General  in  the  Revolution , and 
he  was  the  first  Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territory , and 
named  the  City  of  Cincinnati  ; Samuel  Holden  Parson  ivas  a 
Major-Gen.  in  the  Revolution  and  was  first  Judge  of  the 
Northwest  Territory ; James  Mitchell  Barnum  was  a Brig.- 
Gen.  in  jhe  Revolution,  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress 
and  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Northwest  Territory , 
and  John  Cleves  Symmes  was  a Member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  Chief  Justice  of  New  Jersey  and  Judge  of  the  North- 
west Territory. 

426  Parke,  John.  Colonel  in  the  Revolution,  Poet,  Author 
of  the  “ Lyric  Works  of  Horace,”  the  first  classics  published 
in  America.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Poplar  Grove,  near  Dover, 
June  8,  1788.  To  Col.  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

427  Parke,  John.  A.  L.  S.  gto.  Dover,  June  13,  1789. 
To  Col.  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

428  Patterson,  Samuel.  Officer  in  a Delaware  Battalion  in 
the  Revolution.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to  or  folio,  Aug. 
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3i,  1 776;  Dec.  23,  1777,  and  July  1,  1778.  To  Genl. 
Caesar  Rodney.  3 pieces 

All  relating  to  military  affairs. 

429  Pendleton,  Nathaniel.  Officer  in  the  Revolution.  Aide 
to  Gen.  Greene.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Washington, 
Feb.  21,  1809.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

430  Pennsylvania  in  the  Revolution  An  Extract  from  the 
Minutes  of  the  Continental  Congress.  Feb.  20th,  1781. 
Signed  by  Geo  Bond,  Deputy  Secretary,  1 page,  folio 

Orders  the  Pennsylvania  troops  to  join  the  Atniyin  Virginia 
by  detachments  as  they  may  be  in  readiness  to  march. 

431  Pennsylvania  in  the  Revolution  Extract  from  the 
Mi  nutes  of  the  General  Assembly,  Sept.  9 (1778).  Signed 
by  John  Morris,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Assembly,  1 page,  folio. 

Objection  to  the  noise  made  by  Waggons  and  the  beating  of 
Drams  in  front  of  the  State  House  ( Independence  Hall), 
Philadelphia . 

“ Resolved , That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive COUNCI  I,  OF  THE  STATE  TO  ORDER  A SUFFICIENT  ROPE  OR 
Chain  to  be  stretched  across  the  said  Street  (Chestnut 
Street)  at  the  Upper  and  lower  End  of  the  State  House 
Square  and  expressly  forbid  the  Beating  of  Drums  near 
the  State  House  during  the  Hours  that  either  of  the 
publick  Bodies  aforesaid  are  sitting  for  the  dispatch  of 
publick  Business.” 

432  Peters,  Richard  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress 
and  Eminent  Jurist.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  War  Office,  Nov.  9, 
1778.  To  the  Commissioners  of  Accounts,  with  address. 
An  important  letter , in  reference  to  Pulaski' s Legion. 

“ Cap1  Baldeski,  Paymaster  to  Pulaski’s  Legion  is  very  necessary  to 
the  general  in  carrying  on  the  Detail  of  his  Corps.  He  has  wrote  very 
pressiugly  for  Cap1  Baldeski’s  joining  him,  but  this  cannot  be  done  as 
he  is  waiting  for  the  Settlement  of  his  Accounts  which  have  been  pre- 
sented to  you  for  that  purpose.  You  will  see  by  the  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress for  raising  this  Corps,  what  Articles  General  Pulaski  was  to  find 
at  a stipulated  Price.  Plis  Legion  was  reviewed  by  Order  of  Congress 
& in  General  these  Articles  had  been  provided.  If  there  are  any 
Papers  in  our  Possession  which  will  be  necessary  for  your  Information 
they  shall  be  sent  to  you,  & I am  to  request  that  if  not  inconsistent 
with  your  other  Engagements,  you  will  be  pleased  to  dispatch 
Capt  Baldeski  who  now  makes  a Demand  for  a father  Advance  which 
the  Board  do  not  think  is  right  to  recommend  until  they  are  satisfied 
by  your  Certificate  of  the  Expenditure  of  the  Sums  already  recieved.” 
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Peters,  Richard.  A L.  S.  folio.  War  Office,  Aug.  i, 
1777.  To  Genl.  Caesar  Rodney,  with  franked  address. 

“I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  War  to  express  tbe  Approbation 
they  think  you  entitled  to  for  your  Activity  & Zeal  for  the  Service  & 
to  request  you  will  continue  your  Exertions.”  &c. 

434  Pike,  Zebulon  M.  Brev.  Brig  -Gen.  in  the  War  of  1812. 
The  Great  Explorer.  Published  ‘‘Pike’s  Expedition. 

A L.  S.  3 pages,  folio.  To  Cantonment  Serenac,  July  24, 
1813.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

Fine  historical  letter , suggesting  Genl.  Armstrong  for  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  recommending  the  taking  possession  of  the 
Lakes.  Mentions  the  movements  of  the  British. 

“ I agree  with  you  perfectly  as  to  the  necessity  of  Commanding  the 
Lakes ; of  Champlain  & Ontario  we  have  at  Present  the  Compleat 
Command  but  15  companies  of  the  Enemies  Forces  are  said  to  have 
gone  westward  in  Sleighs  a short  time  since  and  I really  tremble  for 
our  fleet  on  Ontario.  I rejoice  in  the  Victories  of  our  Navy,  the}' 
have  saved  the  Homes  of  the  Nation  and  kept  up  the  spirits  of  the 
people.” 

435  Pike,  Zebulon  M.  A.  L.  S.  4 pages,  gto.  Baltimore, 

Nov.  8,  no  year;  and  1.,  S 2 pages,  folio.  Baton  Rouge, 
Nov.  27,  1811.  To  Caesar  Rodney.  2 pieces 

436  Polk,  Wm.  Officer  in  the  Delaware  Militia  during  the 
Revolution.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  April  16,  1 776;  and  A.  L.  S. 
folio.  June  10,  1 776.  To  Genl.  Caesar  Rodney. 

On  military  affairs. 

437  Pope,  Charles  Colonel  in  the  Delaware  Militia.  A 

Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to  or  folio,  dating  from  Aug.  1,  1776, 
to  July  8,  1778.  To  Gen.  Caesar  Rodney  and  Col.  Thos. 
Rodney.  All  with  address.  8 pieces 

An  important  series  of  letters  relative  to  the  actions  of  the 
Tories  in  the  neighborhood  of  Wilmington. 

438  Pope,  Charles  A Series  of  A.  I..  S.  qto  or  folio.  Va- 
rious dates.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney.  2 pieces 

439  Porter,  David.  Commodore  in  the  U.  S.  Navy.  Com- 
manded the  Essex  when  she  captured  the  Alert,  the  first 
ship  of  war  taken  in  the  contest.  A.  E.  S.  4to.  Dec. 
18th,  no  year.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

440  Prisoners.  The  Original  Manuscript  List  of  British 
Prisoners  1775  to  1777411  the  hands  of  the  Americans,  with 


their  Military  Officers  designated,  the  names  of  the  regi- 
ment they  belong  to,  the  location  of  their  detention  camp, 
when  furloughed  or  exchanged,  the  date  of  their  capture, 
&c.,  all  neatly  written  in  6 double  folio  sheets. 

A very  important  historical  document. 

.44 r Purdon,  John  Lawyer.  Author  of  Purdon’s  Digest. 
A.  L.  S.  4to.  Philadelphia,  July  7,  1800.  To  Caesar  A. 
Rodney. 

PUTNAM’S  LETTER  DEPLORING  THE  EVACUA- 
ATION  OF  TICONDEROGA  AND  FURNISHING 
NEWS  OF  THE  ENEMY  IN  NEW  YORK. 

442  Putnam,  Israel.  Major-General  in  the  Revolution.  Ser- 
ved at  Crown  Point  and  Bunker  Hill,  where  he  performed 
conspicuous  service.  L.  S.  folio.  Head  Quarters,  Peeks 
Kills,  July  12,  1777.  To  Pierre  V.  Cortland,  President  of 
the  Council  of  Safety  of  New  York.  Fine. 

A letter  of  great  historical  importance . Mentions  the  move- 
ments of  Genl.  Washington. 

“Rec’d  yours  from  the  Council  of  Safety  with  the  inclosed  Copy 
from  Gen1  Schuyler,  am  greatly  astonished  at  the  Evacuation 
of  Ticonderoga  in  the  manner  it  is  represented,  think 
There  is  great  fault  Some  where,  by  a woman  from  New  York 
last  Sunday,  and  Just  now  informed,  that  a packet  arrived  there  last 
week  on  Thursday  bro1  Some  advices  to  Gen1  How  but  what,  She  is 
unable  to  say,  that  the  Troops  were  embarked,  had  orders  to  take  on 
board  20  days  provisions,  that  several  of  the  principal  Merchants  had 
put  their  goods  on  board,  that  three  Transports  sailed  up  the  East 
river  last  Saturday  with  Soldiers  on  Board,  that  great  fault  was  found 
by  the  officers  that  Gen1  How  had  made  no  greater  Conquest  of 
America,  that  the  Enemy  design  to  attack  us  East  & North, — by  Mr. 
Storer,  Quarter  Master  to  Geul.  Glover’s  Brigade,  direct  from  head 
quarters,  at  Morris  Town,  Am  Informed  that  Genl.  Washington  is  on 
the  March  with  his  Army  to  this  place,  that  a Justice  who  went  to  the 
Euimy  from  Jersey  is  returned  Back,  Says  a packet  arrived  at  N York 
thursday  last  week  & brings  advice  that  the  East  India  Compy  have  de- 
clared themselves  Independent  of  great  Britain  which  has  occasioned 
Some  New  Orders  to  Genl  How. 

By  a deserter  this  day  Came  in  from  Powless  Hook,  am  informed, 
that  they  have  Eight  Regts  there,  that  forty  Transports  under  Convoy 
of  a large  Ship  & Six  frigates  Sailed  out  of  the  Hook  on  the  9th  Ins1, 
that  Geul  How’s  Army  Consists  of  19,000  men” 
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443  Putnam,  Israel  L.  S.  folio.  Head  Quarters  Jan.  22d, 
1778.  To  Gen.  Geo.  Clinton. 

Complaining  that  the  supply  of  fad  at  Pecks  Kill  for  cart- 
ridges in  the  hands  of  Commissary  Run  dock  is  now  exhausted , 
and  says  : 

“ His  Excellency  Genl  Washington  has  made  large  Draughts  for 
ammunition  from  that  Quarter,  and  desire  that  we  may  always  have  a 
quantity  of  fix'1  on  hand.”  He  then  suggests  a method  of  getttng  lead. 

The  letter  has  an  ink  stain  in  the  middle  and  another  at  the 
bottom  of  signature. 

444  Randolph,  John,  of  Roanoke.  United  States  Senator 
and  Eminent  Orator.  Fought  a Duel  with  Henry  Clay. 
A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  qto.  Bizarre,  March  30,  1805.  To  Caesar 
A.  Rodney. 

It  is  generally  thought  that  Jno.  Randolph  never  married , 
but  this  letter,  which  was  certainly  written  by  him , says: 

“ My  youngest  boy  has  been  for  fourteen  days  on  the  verge  of  the 
grave.  It  is  only  since  Tuesday  that  we  have  dared  to  hope  his  re- 
covery, & yesterday  his  mother  was  attacked  with  the  same  disease 
(a  malignant  fever)  contracted  in  nursing  her  son.”  The  remainder 
of  the  letter  is  devoted  to  interesting  political  .lews. 

445  Randolph,  John,  of  Roanoke  A.  L.  S.  with  initials, 

3 pages,  4to.  Feb.  13th  and  Feb.  28,  1806.  To  Caesar 
A.  Rodney,  with  franked  address.  2 pieces 

Interesting  political  letters  in  his  usual  caustic  vein.  Pre- 
dicting the  consequences  of  Madison' s election  to  the  Presidency- 

‘‘These  deep  intrigues  going  on  here:  The  Ex-V.  P.  &The  P.  M.  G. 
have  been  closeted  for  days  together.  The  genl.  P.  O.  is  an  admirable 
engine  in  such  hands  & so  entirely  are  they  masters  of  their  business, 
that  they  make  men,  who  despise  them,  subservient  to  their  schemes, 
(without  knowing  it)  Men  who  hold  no  intercourse  with  them , but 
into  whom  they  have  inserted  proper  conduit  pipes  for  the  transfusion 
of  their  principles,  Merciful  God!  what  will  be  the  decripitude  of 
this  government,  if  such  is  its  infamy?  Who  is  it  that  utters  this  ex- 
clamation? Adet,  is  it  not?  * * * The  cause  of  republicanism  is 
in  the  hands  of  Pennsylvania,  in  my  estimation.  Who  is  Under-Sec’y 
of  S ? & who  is  his  deputy?  The  slave  of  Alex.  Hamilton,  his  pupil, 
& Commis.  From  that  quarter  have  sprung  all  the  aberration  of  the 
Gov1-  If  the  man,  who  has  given  the  bias  to  our  affairs,  from  this 
true  bearing  & direction,  to  federalism,  or  any-thing-or-nothing-ism, 
be  elected  to  the  Presidency  (for  which  he  is  straining  every  nerve, 
supported  by  all  the  apostates  of  our  party,  the  feds,  & a few  good, 
but  misguided  men)  we  are  gone  forever,”  & c. 
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446  Randolph,  John,  of  Roanoke.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to. 
Bizarre,  Sept.  25,  1 806.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 
A political  letter  similar  in  tone  to  the  preceding. 

447  Randolph,  John,  of  Roanoke.  A.  L.  S.  4 pages.  Bizarre, 
Nov.  23,  1805.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

LORD  RAWDON'S  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DEFEAT  OF 
GENL.  GATES  AT  CAMDEN,  SOUTH  CAROLINA 

448  Rawdon,  Francis,  Marquis  of  Hastings.  A Celebrated 
British  General  in  the  American  Revolution.  It  was  he 
who  cruelly  ordered  the  execution  of  the  brave  Col.  Hayne. 
A.  L , not  signed,  4 pages,  folio.  Camden,  South  Caro- 
lina, Aug.  20th,  1780.  To  his  father. 

This  is  the  Autograph  draft  of  Lord  Rate  don's  most  inter- 
esting and  historical  letter  giving  a detailed  account  of  the 
Defeat  of  General  Gates  at  Camden , South  Carolina,  and 
Tarletou's  Victory  over  General  Sumter. 

“ I congratulate  you  my  dearest  Father  upon  the  dispersion  of  the 
Darkest  cloud  which  has  hung  over  Our  affairs,  since  I have  been  in 
America,  I must  give  you  a very  Short  detail  as  it  is  with  difficulty 
that  I have  snatched  a moment  to  write  to  you.  In  the  beginning  of 
June  last  LA  Cornwallis  went  to  Charlestown  to  arrange  the  interior 
policy  of  the  Province,  leaving  to  me  the  command  of  the  Arm}'  in 
this  Quarter.  A force  equal  to  mine  lay  at  Hillsborough  in  North 
Carolina,  under  the  Baron  de  Kalb  a French  Officer,  but  it  was  Sup- 
posed that  the  intense  heat  of  the  weather  & the  Scarcity  of  grain  at 
this  season,  would  have  prevented  any  movement.  I held  constant 
Correspondence  with  the  Friends  of  Government  in  North  Carolina, 
They  were  exceedingly  anxious  to  rise  & Join  us,  but  I was  obliged  to 
restrain  them  least  our  provisions  (which  I was  obliged  to  bring  in 
waggons  from  the  Congaree  River)  should  not  hold  out.  I could  not 
however  prevent  two  risings.  One  body  of  800  Loyalists  got  to  me  in 
Safety,  another  of  Same  number  was  defeated  and  dispersed  by  the 
Rebels  on  the  20th  June,  The  success  animated  the  Army  so  much, 
that  notwithstanding  the  Violent  heat,  we  have  from  that  day  been 
obliged  to  keep  the  Field.  A Settlement  of  Irish  Presbyterians  whom 
I have  treated  with  particular  kindness  & Lenity  declared  against  me 
with  more  activity  & iuvetraey  than  any  district  in  the  Country.  Gates 
having  taken  the  Command  of  the  Rebel  Army  which  was  powerfully 
reinforced,  began  his  March  towards  me  in  the  latter  end  of  July,  tlio 
his  men  were  forced  to  feed  upon  Green  Apples  & Peaches  for  want 
of  Bread  or  Corn,  General  Sumpter  at  the  same  time  advanced  to- 
wards Camden  by  the  load  from  Charlotteburg;  with  About  Six  hun- 
dred of  the  Irish  above  mentioned,  Gates  crossed  the  Pedee,  below  the 
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mouth  of  Rocky  River  in  the  beginning  of  this  Month,  his  force  con- 
sisting of  above  six  thousand  Men,  with  Fourteen  pieces  of  Cannon, 
I had  establishd  a Chain  of  Posts  (in  order  to  cover  the  country)  quite 
from  the  Wateree  to  the  Pedee;  I was  obliged  to  contract  these  upon 
the  Enemy’s  approach  & it  was  amatter  of  great  difficult}'.  * * * 

I presented  myself  to  Gates  with  only  Eleven  Hundred  Men  & five 
field  pieces,  with  this  force  I lay  for  two  days  & two  nights,  within  a 
couple  of  miles  of  the  Enemy  offering  them  Battle.  * * * I was 

anxious  to  force  Gates  to  an  action,  I could  not  venture  to  separate  my 
small  force  for  that  purpose,  nor  did  I dare  to  leave  his  front  un- 
watched, least  he  should  slip  by  me  to  Camden,  & destroy  the  Stores 
which  it  was  my  great  objeet  to  defend.  Why  Gates  did  not  attempt 
to  turn  my  flauk  and  attack  me,  I cannot  easily  comprehend,  * * 

This  movement  obliged  me  to  fall  back  to  Camden,  where  I collected 
my  whole  force,  resolving  that  whenever  the  Enemy  came  within  a 
March  of  me,  I would  immediately  move  out  & attack  them.  For 
Camden  itself  is  one  of  the  worst  positions  I ever  saw,  & I found 
such  general  defection  in  our  Militia,  that  I was  Confident  had  I shut 
myself  up  in  any  Station  for  Defence,  they  would  have  revolted  & De- 
stroyed my  communications  with  Charleston.  On  the  [4th  Lord  Corn- 
wallis arrived  & took  the  Command  of  the  Army,  which  was  reinforced 
by  a Battalion  of  Light  Infantry  & some  Cavalry.  The  Enemy  having 
advanced  to  Grenny  Quarter  Creek,  we  marched  on  the  nights  of  the 
15P1  to  attack  them,  at  two  in  the  morning  of  the  16th  we  fell  in  with 
the  Rebel  Army,  who  were  in  March  for  Camden,  After  some  firing 
between  the  Heads  of  the  Columns,  both  Armies  formed  and  Lay  close 
to  each  other  very  quietly  till  daybreak.  As  soon  as  it  was  tolerably 
light  we  moved  forward,  & the  attack  was  general  in  a few  minutes. 
I Commanded  our  left  wing,  It  was  a fair  battle,  both  armies  being 
perfectly  formed,  and  no  advantage  of  ground,  & never  was  a Victory 
more  complete,  The  Enemy  in  general  behaved  well,  but  nothing  could 
equal  the  determined  resolution  of  our  troops,  Our  wings  having  broken 
those  of  the  Enemy,  wheeled  inwards  & totally  destroyed  their  Centre, 
Whilst  our  Cavalry  persuing  the  fugitives  made  dreadful  carnage,  About 
Eight  Hundred  of  the  Enemy  were  left  dead  on  the  field,  The  wounded 
& Prisoners  are  above  a thousand,  all  the  Cannon,  Colours,  &c.,  taken, 
Gates  fled  unaccompanied  by  a single  man,  & that  great  army  was  so 
dispersed  that  fifty  men,  did  not  remain  together.  We  took  multi" 
tudes  of  Prisoners,  whom  we  could  not  guard,  & who  being  placed  by 
themselves,  in  the  rear  of  our  Line,  Walked  off  into  the  Woods  & 
made  their  escape,”  etc.,  etc. 

449  Read,  George.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. A Series  of  D.  S.  small  4to.  1777  and  [778.  6 pieees  i 
and  D.  S.  by  George  Read  and  Thos.  MeKean.  May  1 2, 
1777.  Together  7 pieces 

Three  of  the  documents  are  damaged,  but  signatures  all  fine. 
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450  Read,  Jacob.  South  Carolina  Militia  General  in  the 
Revolution.  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress.  Presi- 
dent, pro  tew , of  the  Senate.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Phila- 
delphia, Dec.  19,  1798.  To  Genl.  Washington,  with  Wash- 
ington’s endorsement  on  the  back.  “ From  Jacob  Read 
Esquire  19th  Decr  1798.”  Fine. 

An  interesting  letter  in  reference  to  the  Militia  of  Charles- 
ton, after  which  he  concludes  with: 

“I  with  great  pleasure  avail  myself  of  the  present  opportunity  of 
enquiring  after  your  own  & Jvady’s  health  & of  expressing  the  hope 
that  you  arrived  at  Mount  Vernon  in  perfect  health  & without  accident. 

Mrs.  Read  requests  you  will  do  her  the  honour  to  present  her  re- 
spectful Compliments  to  Mrs.  Washington  to  which  I pray  you  also  to 
add  mine.” 

451  Ridgely,  Chas  Eminent  Delaware  Patriot  and  Jurist. 
A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to  or  folio,  dated  from  March  12th, 
1770,  to  Oct.  20,  1771.  4 pieces;  and  D.  S.  folio.  June  8, 

1 77 5.  5 pieces 

452  Rivington,  James  The  Tory  Printer  of  New  York  City. 
A.  L.  S.  4 pages,  folio.  New  York,  June  7,  1797.  To 
Caesar  Rodney,  with  address,  conveying  a copy  of  a letter 
to  and  his  account  with  Matthew  Pearce. 

453  Rodney,  Caesar.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. Brig. -Gen.  of  the  Delaware  Militia.  A.  D.  with 
signature  in  the  body.  Folio,  no  date. 

Che  d:  aft  of  a Thanksgiving  Proclamation  issued  by  him 
when  Governor . 

454  Rodney,  Caesar  A Series  of  D.  S.  small  4to,  dated 

1775  and  1778.  8 pieces 

Orders  en  the  loan  office  of  Kent  County.  'Two  of  them 
stained  and  damaged. 

455  Rodney,  Thos.  Brother  of  Caesar.  Member  of  the 
Continental  Congress.  Rendered  efficient  Service  to  the 
American  Cause  as  Colonel  in  the  Delaware  Regiment. 
Chief  Justice  of  Kent  County  and  Judge  of  the  Territory 
of  Mississippi.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  May  10th,  1775. 
To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

Note. — This  and  the  series  of  letters  which  follow  form  a very  im- 
portant Epoch  in  the  Revolutionary  history  of  Delaware,  and  a tribute 
from  his  own  pen,  to  the  spirit  of  patriotism  which  stirred  every  nerve 
in  his  body. 


Mentions  the  military  prepai  aliens  of  the  State  of  Delaware 
to  prepare  for  the  struggle,  and  the  examination  of  various 
disaffected  persons  before  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

“There  is  Ten  Companies  already  enroll’d,  and  we  expect  all  the 
rest  will  be  enrolled  this  week,  have  enclosed  a list  of  the  Officers 
already  Chose.  The  people  go  so  fully  into  it  that  I expect  we  shall 
form  Twenty  Companies.” 

456  Rodney,  Thos.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  March 
19th,  1775.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

Happy  over  the  probability  of  a reconciliation  with  the 
mother  country. 

“ We  have  received  the  good  tidings  of  the  favourable  reception  the 
Congress  Petition  has  met  with  at  the  Throne  ; and  the  favourable 
turn  the  American  Affairs  seems  in  general  to  have  lately  taken  over 
the  waters.  This  news  I apprehend  will  greatly  tend  to  silence  that 
spirit  of  opposition  (which  has  hitherto  existed  in  a few  factious 
bosoms)  to  the  united  and  patriotic  measures  of  the  Colonies.  Perhaps 
indeed  it  may  work  the  same  effects  on  those  factious  discontented 
spirits  here  ; which  it  is  said  to  have  done  on  those  of  the  same  Stamp 
in  England,  who  are  said  to  be  now  striving  (since  those  adverse  de- 
signs have  failed)  to  take  the  lead  in  patriotic  measures.  So  be  it,  for 
I can  rejoice  to  see  them  made  proselite  to  virtue  upon  this  principle. 
Let  America  be  free,  and  I care  not  how  many  pretending  patriots  it 
makes.”  Slightly  damaged  on  margin. 

457  Rodney,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover, 
Sept.  17th,  1777.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

A fine  political  letter  in  keeping  with  the  times. 

“ The  Council  of  Safety  have  been  sitting  all  the  week  & ad- 
journ’d last  night,  they  have  formed  Regulations  for  the  Military, 
have  confirmed  the  Officers  appointed  (a  few  Tories  excepted)  and  have 
appointed  Brigadier  Generals  viz,  McKinly,  yourself  and  Dagworthy.” 

COD.  RODNEY’S  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  AFTERMATH 

AT  PRINCETON. 

458  Rodney,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio.  Morris- 
town, N.  J.,  Jan.  14,  1776.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

An  important  historical  letter  on  the  Aftermath  at  Princeton. 

“ Since  the  Battell  of  Prince  Town  we  have  taken  at  least  400,  Pris- 
oners, Also  a goodeal  of  Baggage  & Provisions.  Gem  Maxwell  took 
120  Prisoners  at  Eliza  Town, with  30  Waggons  & one  schooner  Loaded 
with  Stores  & Provisions,  Our  out  parties  are  Cutting  them  off  every 
day  & night,  & they  have  been  so  Cooped  up.  & Horrified  that  we 
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have  Certain  intelligence  this  evening  that  they  have  Evacuated  Bruns- 
wick after  Burning  a part  of  the  Town.  Gen'  Heath  is  at  Congress 
Bridge,  Gen1  Washington  here.  Gem  Maxwell  at  ElizaTown.  Getij 
Putnam  at  Crossicks,  and  every  Department  increasing  Hourly,  & 
Considerable  Betts  are  lay’d  here  that  in  York  in  ten  days,  500  of  the 
German  Troops  at  Wood  Bridge  being  ordered  to  Brunswick.  Clubed 
their  Muskets,  declared  the  would  not  fight  & Marched  down  to  Am- 
boy the  w'hole  of  them  are  sick  of  the  war  & say  they  were  brought 
hereto  be  Slaughtered.  How  himself  is  Pannic  Stricken  at  the  Masterly 
Strokes  of  Genl  Washington.”  He  then  speaks  of  the  disreputable 
manner  in  which  liis  Company  of  Delaware  Militia  acted.  The  letter 
has  been  damaged,  but  neatly  repaired.  A small  portion  of  the  text 
missing. 

459  Rodney,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  May  1 2, 

1776.  To  Ceasar  Rodney,  with  address. 

“ We  hear  by  report  from  the  City  that  12,000  Hessians  are  Arrived 
as  the  first  of  the  Hopeful  Commissrs  of  Peace.  That  Mr.  Dickerson 
has  become  an  Independent,  &c  I Trust  that  this  Subject  will  not  be 
disputed  much  longer.  The  Worst  of  the  Tories  must  now  Confess 
the  black  designs  of  Administration  and  that  Independence  is  the  only 
Guardian  of  freedom  in  America.” 

460  Rodney,  Thomas  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Dover,  May  19, 

1776.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

He  tells  of  a conversation  with  John  Dickinson  and  the  ar- 
gument he  had  -with  him  on  Independence , and  he  says  : 

“ I should  apprehend  from  the  above  Sentiments  that  Mr.  D — has 
some  glimmering  hope  of  reconciliation  yet,  or  that  he  meut  thereby 
to  flater  those  who  have  such  hopes  to  acquiese  in  the  resolution  of 
Congress,  Peace,  and  reconciliation  will  henceforth  be  my  Ardent  wish 
but  never  to  mix  our  Government  with  Britain  any  more.” 

461  Rodney,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  New  Castle,  July  14, 
1776  To  Elizabeth  Rodney,  with  address. 

“ This  day  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  read  in  form  Here 
in  the  presence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  and  400  or  500  people  the 
Principle  inhabitants  of  this  County  who  gave  three  Pluzas,  And  im- 
diately  Took  the  Kings  Arms  & Burnt  them  with  the  Constables  Stave 
&c  The  general  sentiment  then  was  We  are  in  for  a Convention  and 
I expect  the  House  will  appoint  one  to  be  Chose  at  some  Short  day  for 
the  purpose  of  Settling  the  form  of  Government.  It  is  necessary 
therefore  that  the  Whigs  be  roused,  for  a number  of  the  light  horse 
now  here  have  bosted  that  not  a man  now  on  the  Assembly  from  our 
County  shall  sit  in  Convention.  But  if  the  Patriots  of  Kent  are 
as  warm  as  those  in  New  Castle  they  will  leave  of  all  Tories  and 
such  as  have  shewn  themselves  to  be  the  servants  of  the  Crown  &: 
Proprietors.” 
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TELLS  HOW  THE  DECLARATION  OF  INDEPEND- 
ENCE WAS  RECEIVED  IN  DOVER. 

462  Rodney,  Thos  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  iolio.  Dover,  July 
30th,  1776  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

“ While  the  Electn  was  going  on  the  Comme  met  & went  in  a body  to 
the  Court  House,  Where  (the  Election  being  Stoped)  the  President 
read  the  Declaration  of  Congress,  & the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  the  Appointment  of  a Convention,  Each  of  which  re- 
ceived the  highest  Approbation  of  the  people  in  three  Huzas.  The 
Committee  then  went  in  a body  back  to  their  room,  Where  they  sent 
for  a picture  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  & made  the  Drummer  of  the 
Infantry  Bare  it  before  the  President,  and  the  Committee  Marched 
two  & two,  followed  by  the  Eight  Infantry,  in  slow  Time  with  Music, 
round  the  Square,  then  forming  a Circle  round  a fire  prepaired  in  the 
Middle  of  the  Square  for  that  purpose,  the  president,  pronouncing  the 
following  Committed  to  the  Flames,  vizt.  ‘ Compelled  by  Strong  neces- 
sity thus  we  destroy  even  the  Shadow  of  that  King  who  refused  to 
reign  over  a free  people.’  Three  Huzas  again  and  the  greatest  Joy  in 
every  countenances  except  a few  long  faces.” 

463  Rodney,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Chester, 
Dec.  18,  1776.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

He  hears  rumors  of  the  Capture  of  Gen.  Chas.  Lee , but 
does  not  believe  it. 

“I  had  this  information  from  Col.  Price,  & Two  other  Maryland 
Officers  this  Afternoon,  viz.  that  Gen  C.  Eee  heard  4000  Hessians  were 
comming  to  attack  him,  that  he  took  11  men  4 miles  front  his  Camp 
to  reconitre  them  & put  up  at  the  House  of  a Tory  who  Gave  the 
Enemy  word  of  his  situation,  that  How  immediately  sent  off  70  Eight 
Horse  who  took  him  Prisoner,  & rode  of  with  him  without  giving  him 
time  to  git  his  Hat.  That  Genl  Washington  rec’d  this  Acct  from  Genl 
Sullivan  by  Express,  that  Col.  Stone  had  this  from  Washington  & 
these  officers  from  him.  But  I believe  none  of  all  this.”  Lee  was 
captured  Dei.  /y,  77 76. 

464  Rodney,  Thos.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio.  Philadelphia, 
Dec.  20,  1776.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

He  mentions  again  the  Capture  of  Gcnl.  Chas.  Lee,  which 
he  still  disbelieves.  He  also  gives  a general  idea  of  the  po- 
sitions of  the  various  Commands  in  the  Continental  Army , 
and  mentions  his  Regiment  being  ordered  to  join  Genl. 
Washington. 

‘‘The  regular  troops  uuder  Washington  suffer  a goodeal.  But  the 
Troops  under  Gates,  Arnold,  Sulivan  &c  are  well  Clad.  And  there  is 
Cloaths  enough  now  taken  in  the  Several  prizes  to  Cloath  40-000  Men. 
How’s  main  Army  lies  from  Mount  Holly  up  by  Prince  Town,  & so 
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upwards.  Washington  from  Tren  Town  up  to  the  next  fery  where  he 
is  now  joined  by  that  Division  under  Sullivan  Consisting  of  about 
4-000  men.  Gates  & Arnold  are  near  & Can  join  when  it  suits,  but  I 
apprehend  they  will  wait  to  be  joined  by  Col.  Griffin  & Lewis  who 
have  2,000  of  the  Jersy  Militia  with  them,  and  are  pushing  on  upon 
the  Skirts  of  How,  and  one  of  his  out  parties  have  fled  before  them 
from  a little  Vilage  the  name  I forgit.  The  Pennsylvania  Militia  are 
Chiefly  at  Bristol  under  Col  Cadwalader  and  are  in  the  highest  Spirits, 
& press  hard  to  be  permitted  to  Cross  the  River  & pursue  the  British 
Army,  ” &c. 

465  Rodney,  Thomas.  A.  L.  not  signed,  3 pages,  folio. 
Shamany  Creek,  2 miles  from  Bristol,  Dec.  24,  1776.  To 
Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

A highly  important  historical  letter  the  day  before  Washing- 
ton s crossing  of  the  Delaware  and  the  attack  on  Trenton.  He 
gives  a very  full  account  of  the  movements  of  the  various  com- 
mands, mentions  an  interview  zvith  Cot.  Cadwalader,  and  the 
Quarters  of  the  Delaware  Militia  under  his  command . For 
some  reason  he  did  not  sign  the  letter.  He  concludes  the  let- 
ter thus  : 

“ It  may  for  aught  I know,  be  my  fate  to  fall  among  the  American 
Worthies.  When  if  it  should  so  happen,  To  my  God  & to  Your 
Friendship  I Commit  the  Charge  of  my  Affairs.  My  Wife  & my  Chil- 
dren, whom  I hope  you  will  always  remember  with  a brotherly  ten- 
derness. But  (dont)  let  Betsey  know  I am  so  near  the  Seat  of  danger, 
it  may  give  her  many  groundless  apprehensions  and  much  Uneasiness, 
in  her  present  situation  I would  not  have  her  alarmed  on  any  Ac- 
count.” 

466  Rodney,  Thomas.  A.  D.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  April  2, 
1776. 

The  Original  Muster  Roll  or  Roster  of  the  Militia  Light  In- 
fantry Company  of  Dover,  of  which  Thos.  Rodney  was  Cap- 
tain. Signed  in  the  autograph  by  77  members  including  Thos. 
Rodney,  Mark  McCall , Nchemiah  Tilton,  William  Killen, 
Mark  Manlove,  Thos.  Clayton,  &c. 

467  Rodney,  Thos.  A Muster  Roll  of  Capt.  Thos.  Rodney’s 
Company  of  Militia  Volunteers  of  the  First  Battalion  of 
Kent  County,  on  Delaware,  whereof  Brig.-Genl.  Caesar 
Rodney  is  Colonel. 

Thos.  Rodney  has  endorsed  on  the  back  stating  that  this 
company  zvent  by  alias  Dover  Light  Infantry,  and  says  the 
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Regiment  led  the  Van  of  the  American  Army  in  Dec.,  177 6, 
to  Jan.  7,  7777,  and  acted  as  life  guard  to  General  Washing- 
ton at  Morris-Town,  where  the  army  camped  in  triumph  after 
their  victory.  ft  is  also  accompanied  with  an  autograph  ac- 
count signed  by  Capt.  Thos.  Rodney,  giving  a short  history  of 
the  Regiment  from  Dec.  ip,  1776 , to  [an.  ip,  17 JR 

468  Rodney,  Thos.  The  enlistment  Roll  of  the  Princetown 
Light  Infantry  Company,  commanded  by  Capt.  Thos.  Rod- 
ney,  signed  by  27  members  in  their  autograph,  including 
Capt.  Thos.  Rodney,  Lieut.  Mark  McCall,  Lieut.  Peter 
Toibert,  Lieut.  Simon  W.  Willson,  Jas.  Jordan.  Wm,  Ki l- 
len,  Nehemiah  Tilton,  Mark  Coudret,  Elijah  Pennington, 
Jonathan  Lowber,  &c. 

RODNEYS  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF 
GERMANTOWN. 

469  Rodney,  Thos.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Great  Valley,  36  miles 
from  Camp,  Oct.  10,  1777.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

Giving  an  interesting  account  of  the  Battle  of  Germantown. 

“ I have  seen  a great  number  of  Gentlemen  and  Officers  from  Camp. 
Since  the  Action  and  have  had  a pretty  full  account  of  the  whole. 
Johnny  Wilson  is  well.  Col  Holt  slightly  wounded  Capt  Holland 
wounded.  Lieut  Canon  killed,  one  or  two  others  of  the  officers 
wounded,  not  dangerous  Gen1  Nash  mortally  wounded  no  others 
Genls  Hurt  except  Conway  and  Wayne  s’d  to  be  wounded  in  the  hand. 
Our  Army  moved  down  from  the  20  Mile  Stone  in  three  Divisions  on 
those  Roads  and  attacked  the  British  Camp  and  drove  them  from  Ches- 
nut  Hill  quite  through  Germain  Town.  And  had  not  Geul  Sullivan 
Division  which  began  the  Attack  in  the  Centre,  pushed  on  with  too 
much  rapidity,  How  would  have  got  atotal  overthrow,  he  having 
regulated  his  retreat  & given  notice  to  the  friends  of  Government,  as 
they  call  them,  to  be  ready  to  move,  but  Sullivan’s  Division  pushed  so 
far  that  the  Right  & Left  could  not  git  up  in  time  to  support  him,  be- 
fore the  British  forces  began  to  Rally  and  out  flank  him,  whereupon 
he  was  obliged  to  Retreat,  and  then  the  Genl  ordered  the  whole  to  re- 
treat which  they  did  in  good  order,  and  carried  off  two  pieces  of  the 
Enemy’s  Cannon,  and  a good  deal  of  plunder,  they  had  nine  pieces  of 
Cannon  in  possession  but  could  not  carry  more  of  for  want  of  Horses. 
The  whole  of  our  killed  and  wounded  does  not  exceed  three  hundred, 
The  Enemy  had  Two  Genl8  killed  & the  third  Mortally  wounded,  and 
a great  many  inferior  officers,  the  whole  of  their  loss  in  killed  from 
the  best  accounts  is  about  800,  aud  several  Officers  taken  prisoners,. 
Among  whom  is  said  to  be  Lt  Gen1  Niphausen” 
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470  Rodney,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Wilming- 
ton, Sept.  5,  1780.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

Giving  a long  and  interesting  account  of  the  defeat  of  Gen- 
eral Gates  at  Camden,  South  Carolina. 

471  Rodney,  Thomas.  A.  L S.  folio.  Philadelphia,  Sept. 
8,  1780.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

This  letter  also  relates  to  Gates'  defeat  at  Camden , in 
which  he  says  : 

“This  misfortune  was  occasioned  by  Genl  Gates  Too  great  Anxiety 
to  make  sure  of  Cornwallace  by  Cutting  of  his  retreat  to  Charles  Town 
Which  he  Effected  before  his  Whole  force  could  arrive  and  Cornwal- 
lace had  No  alternative  but  to  endeavor  to  brake  through  before  the 
rest  of  Our  Army  got  Up,  Which  by  that  unlucky  Circumstance  of 
the  Militia  giving  way  he  Effected  but  Has  Continued  his  Rout  to 
Charles  Town  Not  caring  to  Trust  himself  longer  in  the  County’’ 

472  Rodney,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Wilmington, 
Sept.  12th,  1780.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 
Relating  to  Gates'  defeat  at  Camden. 

RODNEY’S  LETTER  ON  ARNOLD’S  TREASON,  AND 
CAPTURE  OF  MAJOR  ANDRE. 

475  Rodney,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S 2 pages,  folio.  Wilmington, 

Oct.  1,  1780.  To  Caesar  Rodney. 

This  important  historical  letter  gives  a detailed  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  Arnold  was  promulgating  his  Treason, 
and  the  Circumstances  which  led  to  the  Capture  of  Major 
John  Andre 

“There  has  nothing  material  come  to  hand  since  I wrote 

LAST  EXCEPT  THE  INFAMOUS  CONDUCT  OF  GENL  ARNOLD,  WHO 
HAD  AGREED  WITH  THE  ENEMY  TO  DELIVER  UP  WEST  POINT, 
WHERE  HE  HAD  THE  COMMAND  ; AND  ON  THE  NIGHT  THIS  WAS  TO 

be  Executed  the  Commander  in  Chief  was  to  have  lodged 
in  that  Fortification  on  his  return  from  the  Eastward. 
But  the  matter  was  fortunately  discover’d  in  the  nick  of 
Time,  that  is  the  very  day  preceding  the  night  which  it 
was  to  be  done,  To  wit,  A Major  Andre,  Aid  to  Genl.  Clinton 
& Adjutant  Genl.  of  the  British  forces  went  up  the 
North  River  in  a Frigate  and  went  a shore  on  the 
appointed  side  in  disguise,  and  then  crossed  over  to  the  Fort 
in  a Small  boat,  I r chanced  that  a Deserter  who  knew  the 
Major  Crossed  in  the  same  boat  with  him,  and  the  Deserter 

AS  SOON  AS  HE  landed  PUSHED  DIRECTLY  INTO  THE  FORT  AND  WAS 
CARRIED  BEFORE  GENIj  ARNOLD,  WHERE  COL.  HAMILTON  ONE  OF 


Rodney,  Thomas — [Continued..) 

the  Commander  in  Chiefs  Aides,  happened  to  be  on  business. 
The  Deserter  immediately  bolted  it  out  that  he  had  Crossed 
the  River  With  Major  Andre,  Who  he  knew  tho’  in  disguise 

AND  SAID  IF  THEY  WOULD  SEND  A PARTY,  THEY  MIGHT  SEIZE  HIM, 
This  abrupt  discovery  confounded  Arnold,  Col.  Hamilton 
Immediately  sent  a party  to  seize  the  Major  and  this 
business  spreading  through  the  fort  raised  a tempo- 
rary Confusion  ; And  Arnold  Conscious  that  a full  dis- 
covery WOULD  BE  MADE  IN  SEIZING  THE  MAJOR,  TOOK  ADVAN- 
TAGE OF  THE  THEN  CONFUSION  AND  FLED.  UPON  SEIZING  THE  MAJOR 
SUCH  PLANS  & PAPERS  WERE  FOUND  AS  DISCOVERED  THE  TRAIT- 
OROUS scheme  and  Arnold  was  immediately  pursued  but 
Too  LATE,  FOR  HE  HAD  GOT  A BOAT  AND  GONE  ON  BOARD  THE 

Frigate,  before  the  reception  of  this  news  at  Philadel- 
phia his  Estate  & Papers  were  Seized  and  there  they 
found  the  whole  Viliany  of  his  Conduct  in  Philada  his 
AGREEMENT  &C  WITH  SUNDRY  OTHERS  TO  DIVIDE  THE  PLUNDER 
of  thf  City  when  he  Shut  up  the  Shops  and  Stores,  his 
trade  with  New  York  &c.  It  is  said  that  this  Treason 
was  introduced  by  a Correspondence  which  Took  on  be- 
tween Major  Andre  & M»s  Arnold  in  Consequence  of  an 
Acquantance  made,  when  the  British  were  in  Philad”  &c. 

474  Rodney,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Philadel- 
phia, March  2,  1781.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

Mentions  the  addition  to  Greene's  Army  in  South  Carolina, 
of  ivhich  something  great  is  expected.  Informs  that  the 
Articles  of  Confederation  were  ratified  by  Congress  where  he 
was  then  sitting. 

“ Yesterday  the  Confederation  was  finally  ratified  and  Confirmed. 
At  two  O’clock  we  had  a Colation  at  the  President  of  Congress’s.  At 
five  I Dined  at  Mr.  McKean’s,  with  the  President  & Vice-President 
and  twenty  members  of  assembly  of  this  State  and  Sundry  Members 
of  Congress  & others.  Thus  you  hear  this  Situation  is  not  yet  with- 
out the  flattering  inducements  of  Good  Company  & Good  Living.” 

475  Rodney,  Thos.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Philadelphia,  July  10, 
1871.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

Informing  that  Congress  had  received  a letter  from  Gtnl. 
Washington,  giving  information  of  an  action  at  King's  Bridge, 
Neiv  York,  wider  the  command  of  the  Duke  De  Luzon , Genl. 
Rochambeait  and  Genl.  Lincoln. 

476  Rodney,  Thomas.  A Series  of  A.  L S.  folio  or  4to. 
Dating  from  Sept.  5,  1775,  to  Oct.  31,  1782.  All,  but  in 
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a few  instances,  addressed  to  Caesar  Rodney.  A few  have 
been  damaged,  but  the  greater  part  are  in  excellent  con- 
dition. 49  pieces 

These  letters  cover  a period  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  to  the  end , and  embrace  much  historical 
data  relating  to  that  event,  and  to  the  part  Delaware  was 
taking.  He  also  conveys  to  his  Brother  Caesar,  zvho  was  sit- 
ting in  Congress  the  political  news  of  the  Counties  of  Kent, 
Newcastle  and  Sussex.  To  publish  them,  would  make  an  in- 
teresting and  valuable  book. 

477  St.  Clair,  Arthur.  Major  General  in  the  Revolution, 
Member  of  the  Court  Martial  which  condemned  Andre, 
Served  at  Louisburgand  Quebec,  and  President  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio  New  York, 
Feb.  13,  1787.  To  Jno.  Nicholson,  with  franked  address. 

A fine  letter  on  his  financial  affairs. 

GEN’L.  ST.  CLAIR  CLAIMS  THE  BUILDINGS  AT  FORT 

PITT  TO  BE  HIS  PERSONAL  PROPERTY. 

478  St.  Clair,  Arthur.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Philadelphia,  July 
16,  1785.  To  Jno.  Dickinson,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

“ Having  heard  the  Agents  for  forfeited  Estate  for  the  County  of 
Westmoreland  are  about  to  sell  the  Buildings  in  Fort  Pitt  as  the  prop, 
erty  of  Alexander  Ross  an  attainted  Traitor,  permit  me  to  inform  you 
that  no  part  of  the  Buildings,  which  were  left  standing,  in  the  Fort  at 
evacutiou  by  the  british  ever  were  Mr.  Ross’s  Property,  a Part  of  them 
belongs  to  me  by  Grant  from  General  Gage  and  part  to  other  People, 
and  some  buildings  have  been  erected  therein  since  it  has  been  occu- 
pied by  the  United  States,”  etc. 

479  Saratoga.  A Contemporary  Copy  of  the  Articles  of 
Capitulation  between  Lieut.  Genl.  Burgoyne  and  Major 
Genl.  Gates,  Oct.  16,  1777,  at  Saratoga,  4 pages,  folio 

This  is  a contemporary  copy , probably  made  for  some  British 
officer.  The  Articles  were  signed  on  behalf  of  the  British  by 
Lt.  Col.  Nicholas  Sutherland  and  Capt.  James  Henry  Craig, 
and  on  behalf  of  the  Americans  by  Gen.  James  Wilkinson 
and  Brig.  Gen.  Wm.  Whipple.  Article  13,  and  the  last , reads: 

“ These  Articles  are  to  be  mutually  signed  and  exchanged  tomorrow 
morning  at  9 O’clock  and  the  troops  under  Lieut.  Genl  Burgoyne  are 
to  march  out  of  their  intrenchments  at  3 O’clock  in  the  Afternoon.” 
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480  Sinclair,  Arthur.  Distinguished  Commander  in  the  United 
States  Navy  and  Officer  in  the  Confederate  States  Navy.  A 
Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to,  or  folio,  dating  from  April  17,  1820, 
to  March  26,  1823.  All  to  Caesar  A.  Rodney.  14  pieces 

This  series  of  letters  are  to  his  most  intimate  friend  Caesar 
A.  Rodney , Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  and  con- 
tains much  interesting  gossip  relating  to  the  Navy . He  men- 
tions the  unfortunate  duel  between  Com.  Barron  and  Decatur, 
but  sides  with  Barron , refers  to  all  the  great  Naval  heroes  of 
his  time , and  his  last  letter  asks  Rodney  to  visit  hint  before  he 
( Rodney ) goes  on  his  mission  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  to  ask 
President  Monroe  to  place  him  in  command  of  the  old  “ United 
States  ” for  a cruise. 

481  Smallwood,  William.  Major-General  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress  (did 
not  attend),  and  Governor  of  Maryland.  L.  S.  2 pages, 
folio.  Wilmington,  April  6,  1778.  To  Col.  Hall. 

In  reference  to  taking  Tory  prisoners  out  of  the  State  of 
Delaivare , by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

482  Smith,  Richard.  Office!'  in  the  Delaware  Militia  and 

Common  Pleas  Judge.  A.  L S.  4to.  April  7,  1776.  To 
Genl.  Caesar  Rodney;  and  D.  S.  small  4to.  Dover,  Feb. 
25th.  1779,  being  the  receipt  (in  the  hand  of  Caesar  Rod- 
ney) for  his  Salary  as  Judge.  2 pieces 

483  Smith,  Samuel.  A Distinguished  Colonel  in  the  Revo- 
lution. Served  at  Long  Island,  White  Plains,  Monmouth 
and  endured  the  hardships  at  Valley  Forge.  A.  L.  S.  4to. 
Baltimore,  Oct.  13th,  1802.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with 
address. 

484  Snow,  Silas  Officer  in  the  Delaware  Militia  during  the 
Revolution.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to  or  folio,  from  Jan.  2, 
1778,  to  Nov.  8,  1780.  All  to  Caesar  Rodney.  3 pieces 
On  military  affairs. 

485  Steele,  John.  Captain  in  the  Continental  Army.  Wounded 
at  Brandywine.  Present  at  Yorktown.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Phila- 
delphia, Sept.  25,  1827.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

486  Stevens,  James.  Officer  in  the  Delaware  Battalion  in  the 
Revolution.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Dover,  Mareh  13,  1776. 
To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

487  Stuart,  Alex.  Officer  in  the  Delaware  Battalion  in  the 

Revolution.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  8vo,  4to  or  folio,  various 
dates.  To  Thos.  and  Caesar  A.  Rodney.  10  pieces 
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488  Sykes,  James.  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
D.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Dover,  June  7,  1776. 

Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection 
of  Kent  County. 

489  Sykes,  James.  A.  D.  S.  4to.  June  12,  1773.  Signed 
also  by  Chief  Justice  Wm.  Killen. 

An  agreement  for  the  renting  of  his  house  to  Caesar  Rodney. 

490  Sykes,  James.  D.  S.  folio.  Various  dates.  2 pieces 

491  Thomson,  Charles.  Perpetual  Secretary  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress.  A.  D.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  July  31,  1777, 
and  Aug.  12  and  14,  1777. 

Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Continental  Congress  of 
July  j 1,  2777,  containing  the  resolutions  ordering  the  arrest  of 
the  Crown  and  proprietary  officers  and  other  persons  in  and 
near  the  city  of  Philadelphia  as  are  disaffected  or  may  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  Public  Liberty , that  of  Aug.  12,  7777.  Orders 
the  arrest  of  John  Penn,  late  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Benjamin  Chew,  late  Chief  Justice,  and  have  than  sent  to 
Fredencksburgh,  Virginia,  and  that  the  Governor  of  Virginia 
appoint  a proper  place  for  their  reception  and  entertain  them 
agreeable  to  their  station  in  life,  as  they  had  refused  to  sign  a 
parole.  The  resolve  of  Aug.  iqth  mentions  that  Congress  had 
received  letters  from  Mr.  Penn  and  Mr.  Chew  requesting  that 
they  be  allowed  to  sign  their  parole,  which  ivas  granted. 

492  Thomson,  Charles.  A.  D.  S.  folio.  In  Congress,  Sept. 
4-  *777- 

An  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
containing  the  Resolution  to  call  out  the  Militia  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  be  7 cady  for  immediate  service,  and  to  rendezvous  at 
the  Heights  of  Darby. 

THANKSGIVING  PROCLAMATION  OCCASIONED  BY 
ARNOLD’S  TREASON. 

493  Thomson,  Charles.  D.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Oct.  18,  1780. 

A Manuscript  Copy,  attested  by  Charles  Thomson,  of  the 

Thanksgiving  Proclamation,  appointing  Thursday.  December 
the  yth,  ijSo,  to  be  observed  as  a day  of  Public  Thanksgiving 
for  “ RESCUING  THE  PERSON  OF  OUR  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF, 

and  the  Army  from  imminent  Danger,  at  the  Moment 
when  Treason  was  ripened  for  Execution,”  &c.  An 


exceedingly  Important  document,  o?i  the  Treason  of  Benedict 
Arnold . and  being  attested  to  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  makes  it  of  exceeding  interest.  The  pi  inted 
Broadside  which  was  issued  of  the  proclamation  is  rare 
enough , but  this , of  course,  is  more  desirable,  as  being  copied 
from  the  Minutes  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 

RATIFICATION  OF  THE  CONFEDERATION  OF  THE 

STATES. 

494  Thomson,  Charles  A.  D.  S.  folio.  In  Congress  March 
i,  1781. 

Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Continental  Congress  in- 
forming that  John  Hanson  and  Daniel  Carrol,  Delegates  from 
Maryland,  by  order  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  had  signed 
the  Articles  of  Confederation,  “ by  which  Act  the  Confeder- 
ation oftheUnited  States  of  America  was  Compleated,  & 

EVERY  ON  EOF  THE  THIRTEEN  UNI  1 ED  Si  ATES  FROM  NEW  HAMP- 
SHIRE to  Georgia,  both  included,  having  adopted  and 
Confirmed,  and  by  their  Delegates  in  Congress  rati- 
fied THE  SAME.” 

495  Tilghman,  Tench.  Aide  and  Military  Secretary  to  Genl. 
Washington.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Head  Quarters,  Philadelphia, 
Aug.  2,  1 777.  To  Brig. -Gen.  Rodney,  with  address  and 
seal  in  red  wax. 

The  letter  is  ivritten  in  his  capacity  as  Secretary  to  Genl. 
Washington. 

496  Tilton,  James.  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
Eminent  Surgeon  in  the  Continental  Army.  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Dover,  March 
1 1,  1776.  To  Thos.  Rodney,  with  address. 

497  Tilton,  James.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Long  Island, 
Aug.  29,  1776.  To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

In  reference  to  the  Hospital  Service. 

498  Tilton,  James.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to  or  folio,  dating 

from  March  9,  1776,  to  April  9,  1781.  To  Thos.  and 
Caesar  Rodney.  7 pieces,  one  damaged 

499  Tilton,  Nehemiah.  Revolutionary  Officer  of  Delaware 
and  Jurist.  A.  L.  S.  folio.  Shamany  Creek,  2 Miles  above 
Bristol.  Dec.  24,  1776. 

An  interesting  historical  letter  in  reference  to  the  preparations 
being  made  for  Gen.  Washington' s attaek  on  Trenton. 
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500  Tilton,  Nehemiah.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S 4to  or  folio, 

dating  from  Sept.  20,  1801,  to  Jan.  25,  1 8 1 1.  All  to  Caesar 
A.  Rodney.  1 7 pieces 

501  Tingey,  Thomas.  Distinguished  Commodore  in  the 

U.  S.  Navy.  L.  S.  4to  Navy  Yard,  Feb.  7,  and  March  1 8, 
1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address.  2 pieces 

502  Tingey,  Thomas.  A.  L.  S.  8vo.  March  20,  1811.  To 

Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

503  Todd,  Thomas.  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Frankfort,  June  1,  18  11.  To 
Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

504  Truxtun,  Thomas.  Commanded  the  “ Independence  ” in 
the  Continental  Navy  Commodore  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 
Captured  the  French  Frigate  “ L’lnsurgente.”  A.  L.  S.  4to. 
Philadelphia,  April  30,  1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

A long  and  interesting  letter , giving  a detailed  account  of 
all  facts  he  knows  in  relation  to  Aaron  Burr's  Conspiracy . 
How  he  was  approached  by  Burr,  the  course  he  took  to  overcome 
any  evil  effects  from  the  interview,  &c. 

505  Truxtun,  Thos.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Philadelphia,  May  9, 
1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

This  also  relates  to  Aaron  Burr. 

506  Truxtun,  Thomas.  D.  S.  6 pages,  4to.  March  27,  1807. 
Signed  also  by  Judge  Richard  Peters. 

His  affidavit,  of  all  the  occurrences  connecting  him  with  the 
Conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr. 

507  Van  Dyke,  Nicholas.  Member  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress and  President  of  Delaware.  D.  S.  4to.  Kent,  Feb. 
3.  f 779 

508  Van  Dyke,  Nicholas.  A Series  of  D.  S.  small  4to.  All 

dated  1 77  9.  10  pieces 

Orders  on  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent  County  ; as  Speaker  of 
the  Assembly. 

509  Van  Dyke,  Nicholas.  United  States  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware. A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to  or  folio,  various  dates. 

3 pieces 

510  Vaughan,  Jno.  Major  in  the  Delaware  Battalion.  D.  S. 
folio.  Camp  near  Morris  Town,  Dec.  13,  1779. 

The  return  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  of  Foot,  commanded 
by  Col.  David  Hall. 


5i!  Vining,  Benj.  Patriot.  Clerk  of  the  Council  of  Dela- 
ware. A Series  of  D.  S.  4to  or  folio,  dated  1778  and 

1782.  3 pieces 

All  relating  to  Delaware  in  the  Revolution. 

512  Vining,  John.  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress  and 
United  States  Senator.  A.  L.  S.  4to.  Aug.  21,  1761.  To 
Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

513  Vining,  Jno.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  March  20,  1770. 
To  Caesar  Rodney,  with  address. 

514  Vining,  Jno.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  folio  or  4to,  various 

dates.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney.  5 pieces 

515  Vining,  John.  A Series  of  D.  S.  4to  or  foiio.  3 pieces 

516  Wade,  Francis.  Deputy  Quarter- Master  General  of 

Delaware  in  the  Revolution.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  folio. 
All  dated  in  1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney.  4 pieces 

All  relating  to  military  affairs. 

517  Wade,  Peter.  Deputy  Quarter-Master  for  the  State  of 

Delaware.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  folio  or  4to.  1781.  To 
Caesar  Rodney.  3 pieces 

All  relatuig  to  military  affairs. 

518  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah.  Member  of  the  Continental 
Congress  and  Commissary-General  during  the  Revolution. 
A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  West  Point,  Aug.  27,  1779. 

A draft  of  his  letter  to  Genl.  Washington  in  reference  to 
Commissary  Stores. 

519  Washington,  George.  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Continental  Army.  P'irst  President  of  the  United  States. 
America’s  Guiding  Star.  L.  S.  3 pages,  folio,  with  Auto- 
graph Postscript  of  three  lines.  Philadelphia,  Feb.  6,  1782. 
To  Governor  Harrison. 

A fine  historical  letter.  Mentions  the  Surrender  at  York  town. 
“ Dear  Sir 

I have  been  duly  honoured  with  your  Excellency’s  Letter  of  the  4th 
of  Jany,  by  Colo  Carrington. 

The  disagreeable  picture  you  give  of  the  embarrassed  situation  of 
the  finances  and  other  public  Matters  in  your  State,  is  the  more  dis- 
tressing to  me,  as  I flatter'd  myself  the  reduction  of  the  Enemy’s  force 
in  Virginia  would  afford  a favourable  opportunity  for  re-establishing 
your  affairs,  and  making  more  vigorous  preparations  for  prosecuting 
the  Southern  War. 

It  is  not  my  business  to  determine  which  of  the  States  has  sustained 
the  greatest  share  of  the  burthen  of  the  War,  or  to  decide  whether 
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Washington,  George — ( Continued. ) 

the  contingent  of  Men  and  Money  lately  assigned  to  them  has  been 
exactly  in  proportion  to  their  abilities— Congress  whose  province  it  is 
to  judge,  ought  from  the  information  they  may  be  possess’d  of,  to  be 
supposed  competent  to  the  task. — but  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
observe,  that  the  advantage  derived  to  any  particular  State,  from  the 
present  mode  of  feeding  the  Army  by  Contract,  depends  wholly  on  the 
local  circumstances,  which  require  the  Army  to  be  stationed  in  such 
State  ; that  very  little,  if  any  public  money,  is  paid  from  the  Treasury 
except  on  the  provision  Contracts  and  that  these  Contracts  must  cease 
as  I have  already  explained  in  mj'  circular  Letter  of  the  22d  of  Janu- 
ary, unless  the  Financier  is  enabled  by  the  States  to  pay  the  Contractor 
regularly. — 

In  my  several  communications  to  the  States,  since  the  surrender  of 
the  Enemy  at  York.  I have  expressed  my  Sentiments  so  fully  on  the 
necessity  of  making  early  and  vigorous  preparations  for  the  next 
Campaign,  that  I have  nothing  new  to  add  upon  that  Subject. 

I had  formed  expectations  that  the  reasons  for  spirited  exertions  at 
this  crisis,  would  have  appear’d  as  forcible  to  others  as  they  had  done 
to  me — LTnless  such  measures  are  adopted  I see  no  prospect  of  putting 
a speedy  period  to  the  War — 

With  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem 
P.  S.  I am,  Dr  Sir 

As  to  forward  Your  Most  Obedt 

the  Inclosed  with  Humble  Servt 

despatch  to  Colo  Febeger  Geo.  Washington.” 

G.  W. 

520  Washington,  George.  D.  S.  4to.  United  States,  March 
1st,  1797. 

A notice  to  Theodore  Foster  of  the  convening  of  the  Senate • 
and  one  of  Washington' s last  official  papers  as  President. 

‘‘The  President  of  the  United  States  to  Theodore  Foster,  Senator  for 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  It  appearing  to  me  proper  that  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  Should  be  convened  on  Saturday,  the  fourth  day 
of  March  instant;  you  are  desired  to  attend  in  the  Chamber  of  the 
Senate  on  that  day  at  eleven  O’clock  in  the  forenoon  to  receive  any 
Communications  which  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  then 
have  to  lay  before  you,  touching  their  interests 

United  States  J 

March  Ist  i797  J Geo  Washington 

521  Washington,  George.  A.  D.  S.  partly  printed,  small 
oblong  4to.  V rginia,  Dec.  20,  1773. 

A draft  for  _ 39.ps  in  favor  of  George  William  Fairfax 
on  the  firm  of  Osgood  and  Hanbury , of  London.  An  exceed- 
ingly  rare  form. 
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522  Washington,  George.  D.  S.  2 pages,  4to.  Jan.  3, 
1787.  Signed  also  by  John  Fitzgerald  and  Geo.  Gilpin. 

Endorsement  on  the  bills  of  the  Jailor  at  Frederick  County 
Jail  for  the  keep  of  prisoners  surrendered  to  the  Potomac  Com- 
pany. Signed  by  John  Walters,  the  Jailor,  and  by  Richardson 
Stuart,  ackmnvleding  the  receipt  of  the  prisoners  at  Shenandoah 
Falls,  Aug.  21 , r/ 8 6,  for  the  Potomac  Company. 

523  Washington,  George.  Copies  of  his  Correspondence 
during  the  French  Crisis  of  1 798,  consisting  of : Letter  to 
John  Adams  accepting  Command  of  the  United  States 
Army,  His  list  of  Generals  appointed  under  him,  Private  and 
Confidential  Letters  to  Alex.  Hamilton,  James  M.  Henry, 
Secretary  of  War,  and  others.  27  pages,  folio,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Tobias  Lear,  Washington’s  Secretary. 

These  papers  mention  many  matters  similar  to  questions  be- 
fore the  public  at  the  present  time,  among  which  is  the  question 
of  demobilizing  troops  {in  France). 

“ For  if  peace  takes  place  in  Europe,  the  Directory  must  find  em- 
ployment for  the  troops,  or  the  troops  will  find  employment  for  ths 
Directory” 

524  Wayne,  Anthony.  One  of  the  most  Distinguished 
Major-Generals  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  A.  L.  S.  4to. 
Acquakeneunk  Bridge,  Nov.  9,  1779,  8 O’clock  A.  M.  To 
Genl.  Woodford,  with  address.  Very  fine. 

An  important  historical  letter. 

‘‘I  purposely  detained  your  horsemen  until  this  time,  expecting 
some  Intelligence,  but  have  not  receiv’d  any,  A very  heavy  fireing 
has  continued  all  this  morning  toward  New  York,  much  too  heavy  for 
a Salute,  it  probably  may  be  occationed  by  the  Enemy  landing  from 
Staten  Island  in  this  State  (for  I dare  not  think  it  proceeds  from  De 
Estaing ) Should  anything  material  turn  up  I will  give  you  notice, 
You’l  please  to  forward  the  Letters  to  his  Excellency” 

525  Weare,  Mesheck.  Member  of  the  Albany  Convention 
of  1754.  First  President  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Chief 
Justice  of  that  State  L.  S.  qto.  Sunday,  12  O'clock, 
July  26,  ( 1 778)  To  John  Dudley,  with  franked  address. 

In  reference  to  assisting  the  French  Fleet  to  make  an  attack 
on  Rhode  Island. 

“ I this  moment  received  a letter  from  Gen1  Sullivan  by  Express  in 
forming  me  he  had  received  Orders  from  Gen1  Washington  in  the 
most  positive  Terms  to  call  on  the  New  England  States  for  assistance 
sufficient  to  make  an  Attack  on  Rhode  Island  in  Conjunction  with  the 
French  Fleet  and  that  no  time  is  to  be  lost  in  forwarding  the  Troops. 
You  are  desired  to  attend  the  Comtee  at  Exeter  to-morrow  10  O’clock 
A.  M.” 
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526  West,  Samuel.  Delaware  Patriot.  Speaker  of  the  House 

of  Assembly.  A Series  of  D.  S.  small  4to,  dated  1777-78. 
Orders  on  the  loan  office  of  Kent  County . 4 pieces 

527  White,  Thos.  Delaware  Patriot  and  Judge.  D.  S.  small 
4to.  Dover,  P'eb.  25,  1779. 

528  Williams.  Jonathan.  New  York  Militia  General  in  the 
War  of  1 8 1 2.  Superintendent  of  West  Point.  A.  L.  S. 
folio.  Philadelphia,  May  13,  1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney. 

Relating  to  the  evidence  of  Getil.  Wilkinson  in  the  Trial  of 
Aaron  Burr . 

529  Wilkinson,  James.  Brev.  Brigadier-General  in  the  Revo- 
lution. Served  at  Trenton  and  Princeton.  Implicated  in 
the  Conway  Cabal.  Governor  of  Louisiana  Territory.  L.  S. 
folio.  Philadelphia,  Aug.  20,  1779.  To  Caesar  Rodney, 
with  address. 

In  reference  to  clothing  the  army. 

530  Wilkinson,  James.  A.  L.  S.  3 pages,  4to.  Richmond, 
Oct.  23,  1807.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  with  address. 

In  reference  to  the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr. 

“ Your  are  right.  Burr  aims  to  ruin  me  as  the  destroyer  of  his  own 
villainous  purposes.  The  most  nasty  demon  of  Hell  has  not  a hide 
half  as  black  as  is  the  Heart  of  the  man,  whom  it  has  been  my  mis- 
fortune to  love,  even  to  blindness.  * * * Gen].  Dearborn,  his  whole 
Testimony  was  fabricated.  * * * He  is  a salted  villain,  and  with  his 
tawny  hide  pretends  to  be  a democrat,  so  is  Jack  Randolph  with  the 
same  hide  & the  same  heart,  black  and  vindicative  to  the  core,”  &c. 

531  Wilkinson,  James.  A Series  of  A.  L.  S.  4to  or  folio ; 
and  L.  S.  4to,  various  dates.  To  Caesar  A.  Rodney.  6 pieces 

Very  interesting. 

532  Yeates,  Daniel.  Deputy  Quarter-Master  in  the  Delaware 
Battalion.  A.  L.  S.  2 pages,  folio.  Elk,  Aug.  16,  1781. 
To  Caesar  Rodney.  Damaged. 

533  A Collection  of  Letters,  Bills  and  Agreements,  mostly 
of  Merchants  and  other  Citizens  of  New  England,  during  the 
last  half  of  the  18th  and  first  quarter  of  the  19th  Century. 
About  100  pieces.  As  a lot. 

Commissions  issued  to  the  Rodney’s. 

534  Huntington,  Samuel.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
depence. D.  S.  folio,  [772.  Signed  also  by  Jos.  Pennell. 

A blank  Military  Commission , with  fine  seal. 
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535  Laurens,  Henry.  President  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
D.  S.  folio,  no  date.  Signed  also  by  Chas.  Thomson. 

Blank  commission  for  fitting  out  a privateer. 

536  Jefferson,  Thomas.  President  of  the  United  States. 

Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Parchment 
D.  S.  folio.  Washington,  Jan.  20,  1707.  Signed  also  by 
James  Madison,  with  seal. 

The  Commission  of  Caesar  A.  Rodney  as  Attorneys  General 
of  the  United  States. 

537  Madison,  James.  President  of  the  United  States.  Parch- 
ment D.  S.  folio.  Washington,  Jan.  1,  1717.  Signed  also 
by  B.  W.  Crowninshield. 

The  appointment  of  John  Rodney  Midshipman. 

538  Van  Buren,  Martin.  President  of  the  United  States 

Parchment  D.  S folio.  Washington,  Nov.  1,  1837.  Signed 
also  by  J.  R.  Poinsett. 

The  Commission  of  Geo.  C.  Rodney  as  Second  Lieutenant  in 
the  Third  Regiment  of  Artillery. 

539  Taylor,  Zachary.  President  of  the  United  States  D.  S. 
folio.  Washington,  June  18,  1849.  Signed  also  by  Jno. 
M.  Clayton. 

The  Commission  of  Thos.  M.  Rodney  as  Consul  to  Cuba. 

540  Tyler,  John.  President  of  the  United  States.  Parchment 
D.  S.  folio.  Washington,  March  29,  1847.  Signed  also  by 
Dan’l.  Webster. 

The  Commission  of  Thos.  M.  Rodney  as  Consul  to  the  Port 
of  Matanzas,  Cuba. 

541  Fillmore,  Millard.  President  of  the  United  States.  D.  S. 
folio.  Washington,  Aug.  31,  1850.  Signed  also  by  Danl. 
Webster. 

The  Commission  of  Thos.  M.  Rodney  as  Consul  to  the  Port 
of  Matanzas , Cuba. 

543  Lincoln,  Abraham.  President  of  the  United  States.  D.  S. 
in  full  “Abraham  Lincoln,”  folio.  Washington,  May  14th, 
1 86 r . Signed  also  by  S.  P.  Chase. 

The  Commission  of  Thos.  M.  Rodney  as  Collector  of 
Customs  for  Delaware. 
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543  Lincoln,  Abraham.  D.  S.  in  full  “Abraham  Lincoln,” 
folio.  Washington,  July  23d,  1861.  Signed  also  by  S.  P. 
Chase. 

The  Commission  of  Thos.  M.  Rodney  as  Collector  of  Customs 
for  Delaivare . 

544  Johnson,  Andrew.  President  of  the  United  States.  D.  S. 
folio.  Washington,  Feb.  20,  1866.  Signed  also  by  Hugh 
McCulloch. 

The  Commission  of  Thos.  M.  Rodney  as  Collector  of  Customs 
for  Delaivare. 

545  Johnson,  Andrew.  D.  S.  folio.  Washington,  July  8, 
1865. 

The  Commission  of  Thos  M.  Rodney  as  Collector  of  Customs 
for  Delaivare . Torn  in  the  folds. 

546  Grant,  U.  S.  President  of  the  United  States.  D.  S.  folio. 
Washington,  Oct.  3 1,  1876.  Signed  also  by  Hamilton  Fish. 

Commission  of  Caesar  A.  Rodney  as  Commissioner  to  the 
Centennial  Exposition  of  1876. 

547  Rodney,  Thos  His  Commission  as  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Delaware,  1778,  with  Seal,  but 
unsigned  and  no  day  of  the  month. 

548  Rodney,  Caesar.  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. President  of  Delaware.  D.  S.  folio.  New- 
castle, Sept  6,  1778.  Signed  alsobyjas.  Booth,  with  seal. 

The  commission  of  Simon  IV.  Wilson  as  First  Lieutenant 
of  Foot  in  Capt.  /no.  Bullin' s Regiment  of  Delaivare  Militia. 

549  Rodney,  Caesar.  D.  S.  folio.  Dover,  March  30,  1779, 
with  seal. 

A Commission  issued  to  the  Sheriff  of  Kent  County  to  sum- 
mon the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
Assembly  to  meet. 

550  Rodney,  Caesar.  D.  S.  large  folio.  Dover,  April  4th, 
1778,  with  seal  in  red  wax. 

The  Commission  of  Thos.  Rodney  as  fudge  of  the  Admiralty 
of  Delaware. 

551  Rodney,  Caesar.  D.  S.  folio.  Newcastle,  Sept.  8,  1 778. 
Signed  also  by  Jas.  Booth,  with  seal.  (The  signature  of 
Rodney  nearly  obliterated  and  document  injured  and  stained.) 
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The  Commission  of  Thos.  Rodney  as  Colonel  of  the  8tk 
Regiment  of  Delaware  Militia. 

552  McKinly,  John.  President  of  Delaware.  D.  S.  folio. 
Sept.  12th,  1775. 

The  Commission  of  Thos  Rodney  as  Captain  of  a Company 
of  Light  Infantry  of  Kent  County , Delaware. 

553  Van  Dyke,  Nicholas.  President  of  Delaware.  D.  S. 
folio.  Newcastle,  Sept.  18th,  1783.  Signed  also  by  Jas. 
Booth,  with  seal. 

The  Commission  of  Thos.  Rodney  as  Register  of  Wills  for 
the  County  of  Kent , Delaware. 

554  Rodney,  Daniel.  Governor  of  Delaware.  D.  S.  folio. 
George  Town,  March  15,  1815.  Signed  also  by  Peter 
Robinson. 

The  Commission  of  Caesar  A.  Rodney  as  Major  of  a Bat- 
talion of  Artillery. 

555  Cooper,  Wm.  B.  Governor  of  Delaware.  D.  S.  4to. 
Dover,  Feb.  23,  1841. 

Commission  of  Thos.  M.  Rodney  as  Aide-de-Camp. 

556  Hall,  David.  Governor  of  Delaware.  D.  S.  folio. 
Dover,  Aug.  20,  1803.  Signed  also  by  Jno.  Fisher,  with 
Seal. 

The  Certificate  of  the  Election  of  Caesar  A.  Rodney  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

557  Laurens,  Henry.  President  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
Blank  Commission.  Signed,  but  not  dated,  for  a privateer. 
Signed  also  by  Chas.  Thomson. 

558  Blank  Military  Commissions  issued  by  the  State  of 

Delaware  during  the  Revolution,  unsigned,  but  with  seals 
(one  torn  in  the  folds).  2 pieces 

559  Haslet,  Joseph.  Governor  of  Delaware.  D.  S.  folio. 
Dover,  April  7th,  1813.  Signed  also  by  W.  Hall.  Dam- 
aged by  rats. 

The  Commission  of  Caesar  A.  Rodney  as  Captain  of  a 
Company  of  Militia. 

560  Stout,  Jacob.  Governor  of  Delaware.  D.  S.  folio. 

Dover,  Oct.  17,  1820.  Signed  also  by  H.  M.  Ridgely, 
with  Seal. 
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The  Certificate  of  Election  of  Caesar  A.  Rodney  and  Louis 
Me  Lane  as  Members  of  Congress  of  the  U.  S. 

561  Rodney,  Caleb.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of 
Delaware.  D.  S.  4to.  Jan.  1 ith,  1822.  Signed  also  by 
Alrich  Ryland. 

The  Certificate  of  EUctioii  of  Caesar  A.  Rodney  as  U.  S. 
Senator. 

562  Isabella  the  II  of  Spain.  D.  S.  “ Yo  la  Reyna”  folio. 
March  12,  1850,  with  Seal. 

The  Esquator  of  Thos.  M.  Rodney  as  Minister  to  Spain. 

563  Diploma  of  Geo.  C.  Rodney,  issued  by  the  United  States 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  July  4,  1837.  Signed  by 
D.  H.  Mahan,  Robert  Anderson  and  others. 


Gen.  Andrew  Jackson 
The  celebrated  miniature  by  Anna 
Painted  in  1819 


Capt.  Rufus  Green 
Who  traded  between  London  and  the 
West  Indies,  1760-1775 


Oil  Portraits  and  Ivory  Miniatures 

To  be  Sold  at  4.30  O’clock  June  13th. 


CHARLES  WILLSON  PEALE. 

Eminent  American  Portrait  Painter.  Contemporary  with  Gilbert  Stuart. 

A Hon.  Caesar  Augustus  Rodney.  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  and  United  States  Consul  to  Buenos 
Ayres.  Life  size  bust  portrait  painted  from  life  and  attribu- 
ted to  Charles  Willson  Peale. 

This  is  a very  effective  and  life-like  portrait  executed  in 
the  highest  manner , and  is  the  only  portrait  extant  of  Mr, 
Rodney , except  that  of  the  small  engraving  by  St.  Meniin. 

See  plate. 


ANNA  CLAYPOOLE  PEALE. 

Niece  of  Charles  Willson  Peale.  Miniaturist  and  Painter  in  Oil. 

B General  Andrew  Jackson.  The  Hero  of  New  Orleans 
and  President  of  the  United  States.  The  original  miniature 
on  ivory  painted  by  Anna  Claypoole  Peale,  signed  and  dated 
“Anna  C.  Peale,  1819.”  Oval,  size  3 4-8  inches  by  2 
inches.  In  original  red  morocco  case. 

This  miniature  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  the  most  life- 
like portrait  of  Andrew  Jackson  extant,  and  it  is  the  listed 
portrait  of  the  great  General  which  established  the  artist' s repu- 
tation as  a miniaturist.  She  was  noted  for  having  painted  mini- 
ature portraits  of  James  Monroe , Commodore  William  Bain- 
bridge  and  General  Lallemand , and  in  18 /p  this  famous  por- 
trait of  Andrew  Jackson , and  in  it  she  has  faithfully  sustained 
her  reputation  for  correctness  in  drawing,  delicacy  m coloring, 
and  truthfulness  to  life.  For  those  interested  a more  inter- 
esting portrait  of  “ Old  Hickory"  may  not  be  had. 

C General  Washington.  Life  size  bust  portrait  by  Anna 
Claypoole  Peale. 

This  portrait  was  painted  for  Hon.  Caesar  A.  Rodney.  It 
is  a copy  of  a similar  portrait  by  Rembrandt  Peale. 


UNKNOWN. 


D Captain  Rufus  Green.  Commander  of  a Merchantman 
which  traded  between  London,  the  West  Indies  and  this 
port  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Ivory 
miniature  signed  J.  B.,  painted  in  London  about  1765.  In 
gold  pendant  frame,  with  ring  and  lock  of  his  wife’s  hair  in 
the  back. 

An  exquisitely  painted  miniature. 

E Mr.  Cady.  Brother  of  Dr.  Chas.  E.  Cady,  of  Phila- 
delphia. Beautifully  painted  ivory  miniature  in  carved  gold 
pendant  frame,  with  ring  and  lock  of  hair  in  the  back. 

JOHN  WOODSIDE. 

Early  Philadelphia  Artist. 

F General  George  Washington.  Life  size  portrait,  half 
length,  painted  by  John  Woodside. 

This  painting  is  interesting  from  the  fact  that  it  has  a paint- 
ing of  an  allegorical  subject  on  the  back,  and  also  that  Wood- 
side  enjoyed  an  enviable  reputation  as  the  artist  for  decorating 
and  painting  the  panels  on  the  fire  apparatus  in  Philadelphia 
during  the  first  half  of  the  last  century. 

ARCHIBALD  ROBERTSON. 

Celebrated  Scotch  Artist  who  Resided  During  the  Latter  Part  of  His  Life  in 

New  York. 

G General  George  Washington.  Bust  portrait  in  uniform. 

Ivory  miniature  by  Robertson.  Signed.  Oval,  size  3x2 
inehes,  in  black  and  gold  contemporary  frame. 

A very  beautifully  executed  portrait , somewhat  after  the 
Trumbull.  It  is  seldom  that  we  find  a miniature  by  this  cele- 
brated artist. 

II  Benjamin  Franklin.  Miniature  in  ivory,  cleverly  painted, 
oval  in  antique  black  frame,  with  gilt  oval.  Size  2 10-12  x 
24-12  inch. 

An  exceedingly  clever  and  interesting  portrait  of  the  great 
Philosopher,  and  evidently  of  a contemporary  origin. 


